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For those with Children 
 

If you have children and are visiting us for a Sunday  
morning service then they are welcome to join the various  
Sunday Club groups:  
 

 Bubbles (Reception and under);  
 Splash (Years 1 and 2);  
 Xstream (Years 3, 4, 5);  
 Revelation & Breakfast Club (Year 6+).  
 

If you have a young child you might find the Wriggle Pen useful during the  
service.  This is for age 3 and under and the little one should be accompanied 
by an adult for reasons of safety. 

Hello and welcome! 

 
Thank you for reading this rather fab 
newsletter. It’s available at the start 
of each month and offers the latest 
parish news and information on the 
main services and events that we 
know about at the time of printing.  
The weekly sheet includes a more  
detailed diary of meetings and a 
‘Stop Press’ of other events and  
notices. 
 

Submit an Article…. 
  
We are always on the look out for 
new, interesting and fun things to 
include in the newsletter. So  
whatever age you are if you have 
something  - drop it into the office!  
 
Thank you. Jon. 

Contents 
 
So what’s in this month’s issue…… 
 
 
Page 3 Hannah’s Message 
 
Page 4 Church News 
 
Page 7 Other News 
 
Page 8 Local Events 
 
Page 9 Wordsearch (It’s fun!) 
 
Page 10 PCC Meeting Highlights 
 
Page 11 May Service Details 
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Hannah’s Message  
 

The mission is coming! The mission is here, and now the mission has finished 
…. Or has it? 
 
I’m sitting at my desk, writing the intro to the news letter, four days after the 
mission has finished, and apart from the thought ‘phew’, I’m still mulling over a 
few questions. 
 
From my perspective the week of mission was a resounding success! To see so 
many members of our parish pulling together, working hard, sharing faith,  
inviting friends and neighbours to events and ultimately having fun, I felt it was 
a privilege to be involved. On top of this we have made many new connections 
with people in our community, Rainbow Tot’s has grown in it’s membership, we 
have had new families join us in worship on Sunday already, and I suspect many 
of the seeds planted during this mission week will take a while to grow and 
flourish. 
 
I think it would be very easy to think ‘Phew! thank goodness it’s all over, let’s 
not do that again for a while!’ But actually we are called to be a missional 
church all the time, every day, obviously we can’t sustain the momentum that 
we achieved for this one week, but we can always be thinking what’s next? 
Some of the events that we trialled during the mission the week were very  
successful and I don’t think I’m alone in hoping that some might become a 
more regular feature. We would love to hear your feedback from the mission 
week, what did you enjoy, what would you like to repeat and if anything what 
could be done differently? There is a pink sparkly box in the foyer of the church 
– please write down your thoughts and add it the box. 
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I also want to encourage you to continue to share your faith with those around 
you, if you invited friends to events, maybe its worth seeing what else you can 
invite those same people to, helping to grow the seeds that have been planted. 
In some ways the mission has only just begun…! 
 
I want to finish with saying a huge thank you, to all those who got involved in 
the week, in the many different ways – I’m aware how tiring and much work 
was needed, your help and prayers were very much appreciated. 
 
Hannah 

Church News... 

EVERYONE LIKES TO SEE the Church grounds 

looking good; the grass mown, flower beds tidy, 

roses deadheaded, no litter, but it doesn’t happen 

on its own; it needs folk to keep it in order.  We 

have a good team of gardeners but we need a few 

more as there are gaps on the rota.  The current 

rota is on the noticeboard.  Please have a look.  By 

the way the new garden has its own team of  

gardeners so you would not be expected to work 

there as well!   

 

If we have twelve volunteers it means we can have two people a month with 

each pair covering two months a year.  If you are already and would like to 

change your months if you have any preferences about which months you 

want to cover please leave a note by your name on the list.  Thank you.           

 
Beryl on behalf of Centre Management. 

New Film! 
 
Hello everyone, I have just released another animation and it retells the story of  
creation in 60 Seconds! Please visit www.youtube.com/taylormation and check it out.  
Thanks. Jon. 
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FAIRTRADE IN JUNE 
 

Please note that the Fairtrade Stall in June will be on 

Sunday 8th June not 1st June.  As usual if there is  

something that you would like before then please let 

us know.  Beryl & Alison    (548461) 

Sewing Project Continued…. 
 

We will be holding one more sewing session (possibly two) to finish the chair 
covers for pre-school on: 
 

Thursday 29th May 

 
and if necessary 

Thursday 5th June 

 
Please come along to help if you can. We need to now attach all the amazing 
items which folk have made to the covers, so some experienced sewers 
needed please. 
 
Also if you have a sewing machine to loan for the day this would be great. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Sara 

 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
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THE ABBEYGATE CONCERT BAND 

will be holding their 

SUMMER CONCERT 

in church 

on 

FRIDAY 20th JUNE 

 at 

 7.30 
 

Tickets cost £6 (£4 concessions) and include refreshments. 
 

If you’ve heard them before you will know you are guaranteed a very  

pleasant evening.  They practise each week in church and are very generous 

sharing any profit with us.  (At Christmas they give us all the profit!)   

Youthy Needs Baking Kit 
 
We have keen bakers at Youthy. 
Pretty please - we need some scales 
that work, cookie cutters - in fact any 
donation of good condition used or 
new baking equipment would be fab! 
Rolling pins, mixing spoons,  
greaseproof paper. 
A lovely way you can support our 
thriving youth club and clear out your 
cupboards in the process. 
 
Thank you 
 
Debbie Liddamore & Youthy Team 
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Other News... 

New Bishop of Colchester 
 

I am delighted to give you the good news that 
Her Majesty The Queen has approved the  
nomination of The Venerable Roger Morris as 
the new Bishop of Colchester.  
 
Roger Morris comes to us with great experience 
of ministry in rural areas. His previous ministry 
as diocesan director of parish development and 
evangelism, as rector of a number of parishes, 
and latterly as Archdeacon of Worcester will be 
a huge asset to the diocese. Roger brings  
evangelistic flair and a strong teaching ministry. 
He will bring energetic and creative leadership 
to the Colchester Episcopal Area at a time of 
great opportunity for the church in north Essex. 
  

I am sure you will join me in warmly welcoming Roger and his wife Sally, and their 
families, to our diocese. 

NEW ROTA OUT NOW!! 
 
I have just printed the next rota and distributed it into the pigeon holes. Please 
take time to find your copy and make a note of the dates you are down to 
serve. 
 

If I have missed you please let me know and I will give you a copy. 
 
Jon 
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Local Events 

New Town Community Celebration  
 
 

The New Town Community Celebration  
will be held on  

 

Saturday 19th July 2014, 12.30 – 3.30 pm  

on Old Heath Recreation Ground 
  
As in previous years, we are welcoming local charities, community groups and 
individuals who would like to participate in this popular and well established 
event and we have always been very grateful for the support of members 
from St Stephens.  Please get in touch if you would be able to help out in any 
way for this year’s event, either manning a stall during the day or helping  
before/after with setting up and clearing away. If anyone would like further 
details regarding a pitch or any more information regarding the event, please 
let me know. 
 
Juliet Balls 
Secretary, Church & Community Committee 
Wimpole Road Methodist Church 
01206 272440 
juliet.balls@talktalk.net  

Bishop Stephen -  
Seeking God's Blessing for Colchester 

 
Seeking God's Blessing for Colchester have arranged a meeting in their series 
"Where is the Church in Society?"  
at Plume Avenue United Reformed Church CO3 4PQ,  
with Bishop Stephen as speaker on the subject "Church Without Walls".  
 
It's on Wednesday 11th June, at 7pm for 7:30pm. All are welcome,  

mailto:juliet.balls@talktalk.net
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Highlights of the PCC meeting  

held on 7th April 
 

Ian welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new PCC with a special 

welcome to all the new members namely, Polly Kersys-Hull (Deanery Synod 

Rep) and PCC members Ian Brown, Katie Rose & Alex Wilkin. The meeting 

commenced with a short communion service and Ian gave a short talk on 

Lent and what it means to be light. 

 

The Children's Centre Office staff have vacated the St. Leonard's Room 

and are now based in Shrub End, but they are still continuing with various of 

their activities at St. Stephen's. 

 

The election for various offices and committees then took place. 

 

Nikki gave a report of how the new way of working with the leadership is 

progressing. The core members had their second meeting at the end of 

March, and Nikki felt that they are learning and making adjustments as  

necessary, and she felt that it was helpful that she can sit and watch and 

answer any questions that they have. Nikki had officiated at a baptism of a 

family who wanted their son to be brought up in a low church.  

 

We then had reports on how the mission is progressing. We all need to bring 

friends along to the events and we need to meet folk who are on the fringe. 

We need to build on the groups that we already have and build on what we 

do well. We will need to go beyond the week of the mission. Ian Oakley will 

head the local team.  

 

Ian is hoping that a small team of people will help him on the advert and the 

job description for the new children and families worker.  

 

Richard Cording will continue to be our safeguarding officer.   

 

 

Margaret King PCC Secretary 
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JUNE 1st -   EASTER 7 
 10.15 am       MESSY CHURCH no Sunday Clubs. 
 6.30 pm  United Service at Wimpole Rd Methodist Church 
 
JUNE 8th -   PENTECOST 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Bubbles, 

    Splash, Xstream & Revelation. 
 6.30 pm  Pentecost Praise 

 
JUNE 15th -  TRINITY 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Bubbles, 

    Splash & Xstream.  Revelation stay in Church.  
 
JUNE 22nd -  TRINITY 1 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Bubbles, 

    Splash, Xstream. Breakfast Club for 10+. 
 
JUNE 29th -  TRINITY 2 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Bubbles, 

    Splash, Xstream & Revelation. 
 

(These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

June Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY   
10.30 am   

Holy Communion in Church 
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St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 
 

Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 
Curate: Revd Hannah Cooper 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 
Admin assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 

 
The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 
Thursday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 513756, New Town Children’s Centre - 547839  

 
Church Wardens: Keith Russell and Diane Nice 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

The July newsletter will be available on June 29th.  Please send any items for 
inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk  

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 
to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

Contact Information 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

