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For those with Children 
 

If you have children and are visiting us for a Sunday morning service then they 
are welcome to join the various Sunday Club groups:  
 

 Bubbles (Reception and under);  
 Splash  (Years 1-2) 
 Xstream (Years 3,4 & 5) 
 New Group (Year 6 & 7) 
 Revelation (Year 8+) 
 Breakfast Club (Year 6+)  
 

If you have a young child you might find the Wriggle Pen useful during the  
service.  This is for age 3 and under and the little one should be accompanied 
by an adult for reasons of safety. 

Hello and welcome! 

 
Thank you for reading this rather fab 
newsletter. It’s available at the start 
of each month and offers the latest 
parish news and information on the 
main services and events that we 
know about at the time of printing.  
The weekly sheet includes a more  
detailed diary of meetings and a 
‘Stop Press’ of other events and  
notices. 
 

Submit an Article…. 
  
We are always on the look out for 
new, interesting and fun things to 
include in the newsletter. So  
whatever age you are if you have 
something  - drop it into the office!  
 
Thank you. Jon. 

Contents 
 
So what’s in this month’s issue…… 
 
 
Page 3 Ian’s Message 
 
Page 5 Church News 
 
Page 8 Local Events 
 
Page 10 PCC Meeting Highlights 
 
Page 11 Service Details 
 
Page 2 Contact Details 
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Ian’s Message 
 
As the nights draw in I am reminded of the well known Anglican Collect: 
 
Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray,  
and in your great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night  
for the love of your only Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
This is indeed a season of light and dark. Physical light and dark which, in turn, 
points us towards spiritual light and dark.  
In this season we run our Alternative Halloween party, offering young people a 
positive celebration to be part of rather than the Americanised revelling in 
ghosts and ghouls. We have also held the poignant and moving ‘In loving  
Memory Service’ where we light a candle in memory of loved ones who have 
died. There is our Service of Remembrance where we remember those who 
have given their lives for the sake of others. Light and dark seem to travel 
closely together at this time of year. 
We are reminded at our Messy Church service that although light and dark 
travel together, for the Christian it is the Light of Christ which will prevail. Jesus 
says, “I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will have the light of life 
and will never walk in darkness.” (John 8:12). John says about Jesus: “This was 
the real light — the light that comes into the world and shines on  
everyone.” (John 1:9) 
So however dark and gloomy this season of the year may seem as Christians we 
can hold onto the resounding truth, that the Light of Christ has come into our 
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world and will change and transform it. 
Other news: 
The ‘In Loving memory’ service on 2nd November at 3.30pm is a quiet and  
reflective occasion that gives us particular space to remember any loved ones 
who have died. There is an opportunity to light a candle in their memory. Many 
people find it a comfort to stop and pause in this way and so reflect on God’s 
continual presence with us in life and in death. 
The 9th November is Remembrance Sunday and this has a special significance 
this year as we mark the anniversary of the beginning of the 1st World War. 
On 16th November at St Botolph’s at 6.30pm is a united service for churches of 
all denominations from across the town. It is being led by ‘Seeking God’s  
Blessing for Colchester’. 
On 29th November Derek Clark is being ordained at Chelmsford Cathedral. You 
may remember that Derek did a placement with us during his training as a 
reader and has always kept in contact since. He asked that we might remember 
him in prayer. He said to me, “don’t say Derek, say our Derek”. He is very  
grateful to us for our part in his journey. 
The Christmas Fayre this year will be on Saturday 6th December. Please  
publicise the event. If you can offer to help please speak with Sue Boughtwood. 
On Sunday 7th December we are planning a shared meal after the service so 
that we can all take out and deliver the parish Christmas Cards. If there are 
enough of us it will not take too long – and there is the incentive of the meal 
and fellowship afterwards. St George’s Infant school have been invited to  
design the front cover this year. 

 

Ian 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE that the plan this year is to deliver the  
PARISH CHRISTMAS CARDS after the Messy Service on Sunday 7th December 
when it is hoped that as many people as possible will stay after the service to 
help. 

After a quick cup of coffee (I hope!) we will deliver the cards to as many roads 
as possible before returning to church for lunch.  Nearer the time you will be 
asked to sign up so that we know how many people to expect. 

In the meantime, if you are aware of new homes near you, please will you let 
us know in the office how many there are and where. Thank you.  Beryl 
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Church News... 

Parish Weekend Away 
 

From 10th-12th September over 50 members of St Stephen’s and Source went 
to Belsey Bridge Conference Centre, on the Norfolk/Suffolk border, for our 
Parish Weekend. The keynote speakers were Dave and Karen Gardner. Dave is 
the Director of Mission for St Edmundsbury & Ipswich Diocese. Karen runs a  
Counselling Centre. It was great to enjoy the social time together, receive 
stimulating teaching and to be in a place where God could in turn speak 
deeply to us. For a number of people the weekend was particularly significant 
as we were challenged together to think about what ‘SHAPE’ we are. 
 

The weekend was entitled ‘For such a time as this’. It was based around the 
Book of Esther in the Old Testament. This book is sometimes overlooked and 
so it was good to spend time looking at it together. The primary text was 
Esther 4 verse 14, “And who knows but that you have come to this royal posi-
tion for a time such as this?” We saw how Mordacai and Esther both used the 
people that they were to serve God at an important point in history. We 
looked at their spiritual gifts, their heart, their natural abilities, their personali-
ties and their life experiences. We then looked at ourselves under the same 
headings to discover that we too have much to offer. All these varied qualities 
give us our ‘SHAPE’ and by understanding this better we are more able to 
serve our communities. 
 
As well as praying together and learning together we also did some relaxing 
together. New talents were discovered at the Saturday night concert party 
hosted by ‘the Two Rennies’. Some had their first taster session of Pilates. 
There was boardgaming and sports. There were walks and late night  
conversations. It was a great chance for Source and St Stephen’s members to 
get to know each other better. And then of course there was the food – one 
meal seemed to follow hard on the heels of the previous one with no washing 
up. Food for the body and food for the soul – a great weekend! 
 

Ian 
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Grassroots Theology 
 
The Course in Christian Studies is now well under way at St Stephen’s and we 
have 14 members on the course. The first five-week unit is “An Introduction to 
Theology”, which you might think is a bit of a heavy start. Many people think 
of theology as very academic and theoretical and best left to the experts. If 
you study the writings of half a dozen prominent theologians at various stages 
through history, and find, as you will, that they all disagree with each other, 
you may well wonder why we have theology at all. 
 
The first unit of the course is intended to show that “theology” simply means 
“words about God”. This is something we all do and should be doing. It is far 
better that we use our own words about God than that we use somebody  
elses words about God. 
 
The old approach was to start from the academic, theoretical side of things 
and then try to apply that understanding to a certain situation or scenario. 
This approach was largely limited to a few “experts”. 
 
The modern approach, though, is what is known as “contextual theology”. This 
approach says – “This is God’s world. He is working in every situation. Let’s 
start with the situation and see how God is working and what we can learn 
about him through that situation.”  This is something that everybody can do, 
preferably in groups to support each other and agree common conclusions. 
The procedure for doing this is known as the pastoral cycle. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Experience

Exploration
(Analysis)

Reflection
(Drawing on the Christian 

tradition, including the Bible)

Response
(Revised practice)



7 

We start with our experience of a certain situation or topic (e.g. homeless-
ness). We explore and research it further, checking out the local situation, sta-
tistics, etc. Then we reflect on our findings, drawing on the Christian tradition 
and the bible. This should lead to some kind of response. When the response 
has been made, this leads to a slightly different experience and we can begin 
the cycle again. So it’s not really a cycle at all but an ongoing spiral (but a cycle 
is easier to draw!). Give it a try – become a theologian today. Your findings will 
be just as valid as those of the “professionals”. 
 
Tim Nice 

The Jesse Tree 
 
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch will 
bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him…….”  [Isaiah 11:1] 
This passage is often seen as a prophecy of the birth of Christ. Jesse was the 
father of King David and thus, according to the genealogy at the beginning of 
Matthew’s Gospel, a direct forefather of Jesus. The family tree from Jesse to 
Jesus is often represented in Christian art, particularly in stained glass win-
dows in churches or cathedrals. 
A custom that has grown up in many churches is the decorating of a literal tree 
during Advent, not with the relatives of Jesus, but with symbols representing 
the main events of the Old Testament. Thus the story of the Old Testament 
and how all its major events led, eventually, to the birth of Christ, can be told 
as we approach Christmas. 
We will be having a Jesse Tree at St Stephen’s this year and we want to make 
it a real community activity. Although, when you read this, Advent will proba-
bly still be a month away, this is to give you notice to start thinking about what 
symbols you can be finding, collecting or making to hang on the Jesse Tree to 
represent the major Old Testament events – the creation; the fall of man, the 
flood, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon etc. 
We hope that Messy Church, homegroups and individuals will all be able to 
offer something so we can decorate the tree at stages through Advent. Start 
thinking now and look forward to the unfolding of “the big picture”. 
 
Tim Nice 
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Local Events 

Colchester Area Conference 
 
Last February, many people attended the diocese-wide Go for Growth event; 
next February sees the return of our usual Colchester Area conference for lay 
people and clergy. This will be on Saturday 7th February at St John’s Church 
and Community Centre in Colchester from 9.30 am – 3.30pm. 
Our theme is mission, and our key note speakers will be Bishop Roger, and the 
Revd Canon Ann Easter, Chief Executive of the Newham Community Renewal 
Programme. More details and booking forms will be circulated at the end of 
November, but in the meantime, please ask your colleagues and congrega-
tions to ‘save the date’ and let me know if you have any questions or sugges-
tions. 
 
All good wishes, 
Jenny 
 
Revd. Canon Jenny Tomlinson 

Mission and Ministry Adviser 

Colchester Episcopal Area 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
Sunday 

2nd November 
4.00 pm 

 
You are invited to a special service for those who 
have lost loved ones in the recent and not-so-recent past. 
 
The service offers the opportunity to pause, reflect and draw strength. 
Guests are encouraged to light a candle in memory of the person they 
are remembering. 
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Highlights of the PCC meeting  

held on 6th October 2014 
 

 

Jon Taylor will now be working on Tuesday & Wednesday mornings only. This 
will be kept under review to make sure that Jon can complete the workload 
within this time. 
The new bookcase has arrived and all the Bibles have been placed in it. If you 
would like to have a Bible during the service please collect it and replace at the 
end of the service. 
After discussion the PCC decided not to replace the notice board situated at the 
Almshouses. 
The Pre-School have started a café on Friday mornings from 9.00 to 11.00am 
for parents who drop off their children and then come into the foyer for a drink 
and a chat. 
Nikki said that the Core members of Source are beginning to feel trepidation 
and fear as she has only 6 months to go. Please pray for all the Core members. 
Also please pray for Nikki as she is currently in the process of discerning a call 
to ordination. 
Two applicants have been selected for interview for the post of Children & 
Families Co-ordinator, and these will take place on Saturday 18th Octber. 
Please pray that the right candidate will be appointed. 
St. George’s Infant School have been asked to design the Parish Christmas Card. 
The PCC decided to deliver the cards after the service on 7th December and 
follow it with a shared lunch. It is hoped that as many from the congregation as 
possible will help to deliver the cards.  
The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday December 6th. 
We have been awarded the Boyden Cup for the best new garden in New Town 
and thanks were extended to Mal and all the team who worked on the garden. 
Mary gave an update of our financial position and said that everything seems to 
be on track at the present time, and that she is hopeful that we will not see a 
shortfall this year. 
 

 

 

Margaret King PCC Secretary 
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NOVEMBER 2nd - TRINITY 20 
 10.15 am       HARVEST MESSY CHURCH no Sunday Club. 
 4.00 pm  In Loving Memory 
 6.30 pm  United Service at Wimpole Rd Methodist Church 
 
NOVEMBER 9th -  REMEMBERANCE 
 10.15 am       All-Age Communion  
 7.30 pm  Café Church   
 
NOVEMBER 16th - 2 BEFORE ADVENT 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for Bubbles, 
    Splash, Xstream & New Group.  
 
NOVEMBER 23rd - CHRIST THE KING 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for Bubbles, 
    Splash & Xstream. Breakfast Club for Year 6+. 
 
NOVEMBER 30th - ADVENT 
 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for Bubbles, 
    Splash, Xstream & New Group.  
 

(These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

November Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY   
10.30 am   

Holy Communion in Church 
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St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 
 

Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 
Curate: Revd Hannah Cooper 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 
Admin assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 

 
The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 
Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

 
Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 
Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, New Town Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Keith Russell and Diane Nice 
For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

The DECEMBER newsletter will be available on NOVEMBER 26th.  Please send 
any items for inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk  

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 
to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

Contact Information 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

