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So it's July! Where has the time flown to? In one 
months time, Ian will have returned from his  
sabbatical and will back in charge, phew!  
Although I have to say I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my time overseeing the parish. Many thanks to 
all of you who have made my job just that little 
bit easier, with your prayers and support. 
July makes me start to think about holidays and 
winding down a little bit during the August period. I wonder how many of you 
are planning a holiday, or some well deserved rest? Something that has struck 
me recently, is the importance of taking time out, to rest and rejuvenate.  
God our all powerful creator rested on the 7th day, and if God needs to have 
time to rest, then we certainly do too! I'm not sure what the word sabbath 
means to you, but I guess for me it's about finding time in life to relax, kick back 
and do something fun. Sometimes it's about making a few moments just for 
you. I would encourage you to look at your life and just make sure you are  
having time off and resting. 
 
There are a number of events coming up during July, on the 3rd of July we are 
off to Walton beach after the service, it would be great if you were able to 
make it! Also if you have any space in your car to help bring someone else, that 
would be fabulous too. 
 
On the 15, 16 and 17th July there is the church camping weekend away, there is 
still space if you wanted to sign up and it's also possible to go just for a day, or 
one night etc. Chris Liddamore is the man to speak to for more information. 
Hannah 

Hannah’s Message 



JULY 3rd -   TRINITY 6 

 10.15 am       Messy Church no Sunday Clubs. 

 7.30 pm  Evening Service 

JULY 10th -   TRINITY 7 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for Bubbles,  

    Splash, Xstream & KLICC.  

JULY 17th -   TRINITY 8 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for Bubbles,  

    Splash, Xstream & KLICC.  

JULY 24th -   TRINITY 9 

 10.15 am   All Age Worship no Sunday Clubs. 

JULY 31st -   TRINITY 10 

 10.15 am   All Age Worship no Sunday Clubs. 

 

(These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

July Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY   

10.30 am   



Words from the Prayer Room 

TUESDAY COMMUNITY CAFÉ 

Come and join us for free drinks and cakes in a  

friendly and relaxed environment. 

Tuesdays 8.45-11.30am @ St Stephens Church. 

 

1. 

The Spirit comes with joy and liberation 

Freedom and inspiration 

Healing and release. 

Come, come Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit comes and sweeps through 

every nation 

Captives freed from institutions 

People glad to love each other. 

Come, come Holy Spirit. 

Not just me, not just you, but for the  

world she comes 

The sins of the world undone 

Oppression burned down to the ground. 

Come, come Holy Spirit. 

Come, come Holy Spirit. 

Come down, rise up 

Come, come ! 

 

 

2. 

Some fell among stones……… 

Was I one of those stones, Lord? 

One of those who heard your word 

    and really didn’t care? 

One who clearly heard you saying “Blest 

are the poor” and then, blindly, walked 

past the beggar in the street without 

tossing him a coin. He wasn’t blest by 

me. I should have blest him on your be-

half. Sorry, Lord. 

Or was I the one who heard you  

earnestly praying to the Father that your 

disciples should be one, and then quickly 

edged along the pew to the far end  

because I didn’t want anything to do 

with the man who had just entered at 

the other. After all – he was a sinner and 

I was O.K. ……. wasn’t I, Lord? 

And some fell among stones…… 



Archdeacon’s Visitation 
 

On a pleasant summer evening on 26th May our elected churchwardens for 

this year, Diane and Andrew, and their supporters, set off for the annual 

“visitation” service at St Andrew’s, Hatfield 

Peverel, where they were to be sworn into 

office by the Archdeacon and the Registrar of 

the diocese. This is a very formal occasion and 

has to be carried out to comply with church 

law. (The Registrar is the church’s top legal 

officer.). 

The legal duties and responsibilities of those 

“chosen for the ancient office of Churchward-

en” were shown in the order of service and 

read out by the Registrar, and each had to be 

assented to by the assembled wardens. 

As an officer of the bishop they must: 

 Discharge all such duties as are by law and custom assigned to 

them. 

 Be foremost in representing the laity and in co-operating with the 

incumbent. 

 Encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and 

promote unity and peace among them. 

 Maintain order and decency in the church and churchyard. 

 Care for the property, ornaments and other moveable goods of 

the church and keep an inventory thereof. 

No pressure then ! 



 Bradwell Festival—July 2nd 

Bradwell Festival 2016 is an opportunity to connect and celebrate with other 

Christians. 

The festival builds on the legacy of the Bradwell Pilgrimage, starting with the 

pilgrimage itself. 

Once at the festival site, which will incorporate St Peter’s Chapel as well as the 

home of the Othona Community, festival-goers will be able to enjoy a variety of 

worship, activities, food and drink throughout the day and evening. Worship 

will take place outside St Peter’s Chapel as people arrive and the Northumbria 

Community will be leading the Daily Office in the Chapel over the course of the 

weekend. 

With a range of fantastic speaker and resources you will be sure to go back to 

your community feeling energised and ready for the mission back home. Over-

night camping available for those who wish to stay over. 

WHEN -  Saturday, 2 July 2016 at 10:30 - Sunday, 3 July 2016 at 13:30 (BST)  

COST – Free (but donations welcome). Take your own food. Teas and coffees 

will be available. 

For more information see: http://www.bradwellfestival.com/ 

THE ABBEYGATE CONCERT BAND 
will be holding their 

SUMMER CONCERT 

in church 

on 

FRIDAY 8th July at 7.30 
 

Ticket cost not yet known but will include refreshments. 

The Band generously give us half the profits from this concert so your  
support would be very much appreciated. 

http://www.bradwellfestival.com/


Bible Study – Ezekiel – Part 5   /  Arrogance 
 
Last month we looked at Ezekiel prophesying the 
downfall of the city of Tyre.  

In Chapter 28 Ezekiel records a prophecy specifical-
ly against the King of Tyre which explains why God 
wanted to destroy Tyre in the first place. 

The problem with the King of Tyre was – he was 
arrogant. 

“In the pride of your heart you say, I am a god; I sit 
on the throne of a god in the heart of the 
seas.” (v.2) 

He had built up so much wealth and power that he really thought he was God. 
So Ezekiel has to put him in his place. 

Trying to compete with God is really the premier sin. If we look back to the very 
first sin when Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden, we see that the 
serpent beguiled her with the words, “For God knows that when you eat of it 
(the forbidden fruit) your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, know-
ing good and evil.” (Gen.3: 5) 

Arrogance / Pride is also the most subtle of sins. For most sins – murder, adul-
tery, stealing etc.- the sinner is aware that they are sinning and in most cases 
have some sense of guilt. But the arrogant person is usually unaware of any 
problem and therefore never feels guilty. 

But why was any of this relevant to the Israelites in exile? 

God was trying to get an important message across to them.  Verses 12 – 15 
recounts how the King of Tyre started off as a “model of perfection, full of wis-
dom and perfect in beauty”. This was all down to God – “You were anointed as 
a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you (v.14)”. God had given him all his 
wealth and power. But how could this be? He was the enemy of Israel. How 
could God be on his side? 

That was exactly the point God wanted to make to the Israelites. God was the 
creator of the whole world, yet the Israelites had adopted him as their own per-
sonal God. They expected exclusive rights to his attention and looked down 
their nose at anyone who was not of their faith. They were as arrogant as the 
King of Tyre had become. And it had to stop. 

Read    Ezekiel 28 



CHRISTIAN AID 2016 

Thanks to your fantastic support our alternative collections raised more than 

our house-to-house collections used to: 

2 Lent Soup Lunches    240.00 

2 Coffee Mornings (Chill-out)  210.00 

Christian Aid envelopes   170.00 

£200 gift aided      50.00 

               TOTAL        £622.00 

Mary and Beryl 

 

 

CHURCH DAY OUT TO  

WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE 

SUNDAY 3rd JULY 

 

After the morning service (Messy) on 
3rd July, come rain or shine, we shall 
head for the coast. (Pray for shine!)  
The tide is good—Ken has checked. 

You will need to bring a packed lunch 
and drinks.  Transport will be in pri-
vate cars so if you would like to come 
please would you sign up indicating 
whether or not you would need a lift or you could offer a seat in 
your car. 

So put on your shorts, pack your sun cream and bucket and spade 
and join us. It’s a good opportunity to relax together whatever the 
weather.. 



Family Camping Weekend  
15th- 17th July at Thorrington 
We once again have booked the fallen log campsite at Thorrington scout camp site for 
this weekend away. In addition we are currently holding a booking for the Papillon 
which is an indoor facility sleeping 14 people on bunk beds. The Papillion is a clean 
functional building with kitchen, dining room and toilet. The rooms are split into two 
rooms with two bunk beds, a four bed  room with bunk beds and a six bed room with 
bunk beds. Thorrington is a lovely wooded location and only 20 minutes from Colches-
ter. 

The charges for camping are £5.25 per person per night with the Papillion charged at 
£9.50 per person per night with a minimum night charge of £66.50 a night. The camp-
ing has no minimum charge. 

Campfires are allowed and encouraged. There are toilets and showers on site with a 
fridge we can use. The normal routine is for people to arrive around 5pm on Friday 
night and leave Sunday after lunch. However, some people have come for one night or 
just popped along as day visitors on Saturday. There may be a small charge of £2.50 for 
day visitors which I will investigate. 

We have kept the weekend simple and asked folks to supply their own food. However, 
we will try and do is a have a group BBQ on the Saturday afternoon/tea time together. 
So please bring food to share for this feast. Some people have also driven down to 
Brightlingsea on Friday evening to pick up some lovely fish and chips. 

It really is a nice relaxing weekend providing the weather is good. All ages are welcome 
and there is nothing like sitting round a camp fire at night with your favourite tipple, 
good company and some music provided by whoever brings an instrument. 

The weekend is very relaxed and the campsite has a number of activities we can book. 
However, this time we have decided to not book any in advance and see what every-
one fancies during the weekend. Our only concern is whether to hold the Papillon 
booking in view of the minimum charge per night, although this will hopefully allow 
more people to come. Please therefore indicate on the signup sheet in the foyer if you 
are coming and whether you are likely to camp or use the indoor facilities in the Papil-
lon to enable us to decide whether the Papillon is required. 

 

Any questions please ask. Thank you 

Chris and Debbie Liddamore 07752369612 



Lunch Anyone? 

Beacon House invites you to join us, along with the Mayor of Colchester, Julie 
Young and the internationally acclaimed cellist Orlando Jopling, for an  
unforgettable lunchtime of nutritious home cooked food and beautiful music. 
July 7th at midday for 2 hours @ the Lion Walk Church. 

Just £17 per ticket (includes booking fee)  for a two course meal served by our 
very own Beacon House clients. 

Beacon House, one of the Mayor's chosen charities for her term of office, serve 
Colchester’s homeless community.  By training and involving them in communi-
ty projects, service-users are able to improve their self-esteem and develop 
practical skills for their future life and work prospects. 

Tickets are available now via the Eventbrite page. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-classic-lunch-tickets-26057044321?
aff=eiosprexshremail&ref=eiosprexshremail 

Many thanks to all of you for your ongoing support of our work with the  
homeless! 

Kind regards, Ingrid Metzmeier, Administrator, BEACON HOUSE 

Concorde Singers 

PRESENT 

“Thank you for the Music” 

Celebrating 40 Years 

Saturday 2nd July 2016 @ 7.30pm 

St Stephen’s Church 

Tickets £7.50 (children £4.00) 

Refreshments and Pimms included. 

Tickets available at door or phone 01206 213065 

Free parking at St. George’s Junior School. Proceeds to Barnardo’s 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-classic-lunch-tickets-26057044321?aff=eiosprexshremail&ref=eiosprexshremail
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-classic-lunch-tickets-26057044321?aff=eiosprexshremail&ref=eiosprexshremail


Go for Gold Holiday Club 

We are now taking bookings for our 2016 Holiday 
Club from Monday 22 – Friday 26 August 

To book your place(s) please complete and  
return the booking form  

(available from the church office). 

You can also reserve a place by text on 0780 394 3019 
giving your child’s name and age 

(children need to be either at school or due to start 
school in September) 

Andrew and Sarah Topple  

FAIRTRADE IN JULY AND AUGUST 

We usually have a stall on the first Sunday of each month but 
because so much is happening on the first three weekends in July 
the next stall will be on Sunday 24th July which will cover July and 
August.  As usual if you need anything at any other time we are 
always happy to bring it. 

We do appreciate your support as we realise our goods cost a little more but 
you have the satisfaction of knowing that the producers are receiving a fair 
return for the work they do and goods are environmentally friendly.  All soap 
products contain ethically produced palm oil. 

Beryl and Alison 

NO WORSHIP JAM IN JULY AND AUGUST! 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/


Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Curate: Revd Hannah Cooper 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, New Town Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The August newsletter will be available on July 31st.  Please send any items for 

inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

