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All the latest news from the 

Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our website: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 



OCTOBER 2nd -  TRINITY 19 

 10.15 am       Messy Church no Sunday Clubs. 

 4.30 pm  Harvest Tea and Praise 

OCTOBER 9th -  TRINITY 20 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream & KLICC 

 4.00 pm  Worship Jam 

OCTOBER 16th -  TRINITY 21 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream & KLICC 

OCTOBER 23rd -  TRINITY 22 

 10.15 am   All Age Communion and All Age Breakfast Club 

OCTOBER 30th -  ALL SAIINTS 

 10.15 am   All Age Communion and no Sundays Clubs  

  

(These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

October Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY   

10.30 am   



It is good to welcome new people to the church. We work hard to be a welcoming 

church and enjoy the life, vitality and new ideas that newcomers bring. We hope that if 

you are in this category you will quickly feel at home – that this can become a place 

where you can feel that you belong and can encounter God. A good way of feeling part 

of the church is to join a Home Group. These are places of fun, fellowship and learning. 

Please speak with me if you would like to find out more about these. Source, our Mis-

sion Community partners in The Hythe, are also always keen to have new people. If you 

want to learn more about them then also speak to me. 

Discipleship will be a strong theme in the coming year. Discipleship acknowledges that 

Christian faith is a life long journey of discovery and we need to invest in our spiritual 

growth. There are certain marker posts along that journey that help us see our progres-

sion. The start point for most of us is baptism. This is the point of conscious decision to 

follow Christ (or our parent’s decision to start us on this journey if we are infants). It is 

also a point of acknowledging God’s grace at work in our lives. In recent weeks we have 

had the joy of sharing in a number of infant baptisms and we have more of those to 

celebrate this month.  

Discipleship is not an easy option. Baptism is a good foundation but we are called to 

make it a reality in our adult lives. This can mean laying aside our own wishes in order 

to put everything into following Christ. There is a sacrificial cost which does sit easily 

with today’s world. And yet the rewards of a life wholly yielded to God are beyond 

price. We shall be looking more closely at this theme as the year progresses. 

We begin the month with our Harvest celebrations. Messy Church will be highlighting 

Ian’s Message 



the ‘Shoebox Appeal’. We have so much to give thanks to God for and this is a practical 

way of expressing our thankfulness in a way that makes a difference in other lives. In 

the afternoon is our more traditional Harvest Tea and Praise. 

The following week (9th Oct) is Hannah’s farewell. Hannah has been appointed to be 

Priest-in-Charge at St Luke’s, Highwoods, so she and the family will be leaving us after 5 

years. This will be our chance to say thank you and to bless them with a good parish 

send off. They have contributed so much over their time with us and we will really miss 

them. Hannah will be licensed at St Luke’s on the Sunday morning of 30th October but 

there will not be room for us to attend at Highwoods. There is limited seating and it is 

right that this should be reserved for the St Luke’s folk as they welcome Hannah. Our 

opportunity to show our support will be here at St Stephen’s at the farewell. 

An advance notice for the ‘In Loving Memory’ service on 6th November at 4pm. This is 

an annual event at which we remember family members and friends who have died. 

There is the opportunity to light a candle for them all set in the context of worship and 

prayer. 

Ian 



Bible Study – Ezekiel – Part 8:  
The bad shepherds and the bad sheep. 

There is much about shepherds and 
sheep in the bible and this passage is 
a classic. God denounces the bad 
shepherds – the leaders of Israel who 
were supposed to be looking after the 
people but instead were growing fat 
at their expense. He details the  
unpleasant things that have  
happened to his people as the result 
of being neglected and then states 
that he, the sovereign Lord, will take 

over as shepherd again and deprive 
the leaders of their responsibilities.  
God was originally the direct overseer of his people but they had petitioned him 
to give them a king to rule over them. God had warned the people what would 
happen but they still insisted on a king. So reluctantly God had agreed. But now 
it was obvious that the experiment had failed and God was going to take charge 
again. 

But God is not just scathing about the leaders (shepherds) but about the people 

(sheep) themselves. There are strong sheep and weak sheep but the strong 

sheep have not helped the weak ones. Instead they have “pushed the sick ones 

aside and butted them away from the flock” (v.21). So God is going to judge  

between the good sheep and the bad and separate them out. 

It is appropriate that this chapter comes during this season of “Creation Time” 

because, hidden in here, are some of God’s environmental concerns. – vv.18-

19. 

“Some of you are not satisfied with eating the best grass; you even trample 

down what you don't eat! You drink the clear water and muddy what you don't 

drink! 
 
My other sheep have to eat the grass you trample down and drink the 

water you muddy.”  Whilst eating all the best grass these “fat cats” have no  

concern whatsoever for what the other sheep are going to have to eat. Lack of 

concern for others is something that God will not tolerate. 

So God will make a new covenant with his people, promising to guarantee their 

security (v.25), give them a homeland (v.26), give them good harvests (v.27), 

and free them from slavery (v.27). He will do this by replacing the existing rulers 

Read    Ezekiel 34 



with “a king like my servant David”. This is obviously intended to be Jesus, 

which explains why Matthew and Luke, in their gospels, take such pains to set 

out, in detail, Jesus’ genealogy to prove that he was descended from King Da-

vid, and that it was he who Ezekiel had been writing about. 

St. Georges Infant School 

School Governors Required 

St. Georges Infant School currently have a number of School Governor 

vacancies that need to be filled. 

If you would be interesting in serving in the local community in this vital 

way please contact the head teacher, Mrs Moore, on 01206 578080 for 

more information. 

TUESDAY COMMUNITY CAFÉ 

Come and join us for free drinks and cakes in a  friendly and relaxed  

environment. 

Tuesdays 8.45-11.30am @ St Stephens Church. 

You are warmly invited to an AUTUMN FAIRTRADE EVENT  

@ The Oak Tree Coffee House Unit 4 Highwoods Square Colchester C04 4BB 

On Saturday 19 November 

Do pop in any time from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm   

A range from the latest Traidcraft catalogue will be available - or orders can be 
taken. There will be 10% discount available for all  craft purchases or orders 
made on the day. 

Cakes, pastries, sandwiches, Fairtrade coffee and tea etc also available for  
purchase from The Coffee House as usual - come in for a cuppa and shop in 
comfort. Look forward to seeing you there. (If you are unable to make it but 
would like a catalogue - do let Beryl or Alison know) Thank you.  
Jo Rassell Traidcraft Voluntary Representative. 



GARDENING ROTA 

For various reasons our current gardening rota no longer works 
so it’s time to start again.  If you feel you could help out by taking 
responsibility for keeping the front of the church and the car 
park tidy for one month each year we would be very grateful.    
You would need to mow the grass, deadhead the roses, weed 

the flowerbeds, prune when necessary and generally keep the area looking 
well-cared for.  The back garden has its own gardeners so there is no need to 
worry about that.  We suggest you work in pairs but it’s not essential – just 
more fun! 

There is a sign-up on the noticeboard so please help if you can.  Many, many 
thanks to those who are still gardening and all those who have helped in the 
past but who are no longer able to any more.  We do appreciate all your work 
although we are very bad at telling you so!  Also thanks to Ken, Mal and Eddie 
(and probably several more) for helping out when necessary.    

Beryl on behalf of Centre Management. 

 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

Sunday 6th November 

4.00 pm 
 

You are invited to a special service for those who have lost loved ones in the 
recent and not-so-recent past. 

 

The service offers the opportunity to pause, reflect and draw strength.   
Guests are encouraged to light a candle in memory of the person  

they are remembering. 
 

You are invited to stay for refreshments after the service. 

 

There will be invitations available shortly.  If you would like one for someone 
you know please ask Jon, Beryl or Margaret. 



Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Curate: Revd Hannah Cooper 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, Barnardos Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The November newsletter will be available on October 30th.  Please send any 

items for inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

