
 

PARISH NEWS 

December 2016 

All the latest news from the 

Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our website: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 



DECEMBER 4th -  ADVENT 2 

 10.15 am       Messy Christingle no Sunday Clubs. 

 7.30 pm  Evening Service 

DECEMBER 11th - ADVENT 3 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion Sunday Clubs for Raindrops,

    Bubbles, Splash, Xstream and KLICC.  

DECEMBER 18th - ADVENT 4 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion Sunday Clubs for Raindrops,

    Bubbles, Splash, Xstream and KLICC.  

 6.30 pm  Carol Service at St. Stephen’s Church 

DECEMBER 21st -  

 7.30 pm  Carol Service at St. Leonard’s Church 

DECEMBER 24th -  CHRISTMAS EVE 

 5.00 pm  Tree Service 

 11.15 pm  Holy Communion 

DECEMBER 25th -  CHRISTMAS DAY 

 10.15 am  All Age Celebration no Sunday Clubs 

These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

December Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY   

10.30 am   



O come, O come Emmanuel 

‘Come, thou long-expected Jesus.’ ‘O come, O come Emmanuel.' So we sing at 

Advent. But do we mean it? Are we really looking forward to the coming of 

Christ? Do we truly believe one day he will return? And if so, what will it all 

mean? It is questions such as these that Advent puts to us, for above all this is a 

season of expectation, a season which reminds us of the promise Jesus gave to 

come again in glory. Soon we shall be celebrating once more the coming of Je-

sus in a stable in Bethlehem — a coming his people had looked forward to for 

so long yet which, when it finally happened, they failed to recognise. It is with 

that sobering truth in mind that we ask ourselves today: 'What do we expect? 

And what should we expect?' Will the busyness of the celebration squeeze out 

the significance of the event? Will we recognise Jesus in it all? 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke (21:25-28, 34-36) 

Jesus said: 

“Before the Son of God returns, there will be signs in the sun, moon and stars, 

and people will be afraid and bewildered by all that they see. There is nothing to 

fear; instead, give thanks to see the power and glory of God. Hold your heads 

high because your salvation is near. Stay awake and always keep yourselves 

ready to meet the Son of God, so that you are not taken by surprise when he 

comes unexpectedly.” 

Ian’s Message 



December is a busy month. Please read the newssheet carefully. There are a 

number of events I would like to flag up. 

3rd December is the Chill Out Winter Table Top Sale from 10am-2pm. 

Alongside the café there will be stalls and soup and roll lunches and we 

hope it will be a real community event for the neighbourhood. Do 

come and support it. 

4th December in the morning is our Messy Church Christingle. This is a 

lovely way to start the Advent season. Come and get involved in pre-

paring for Christmas. In the evening at 7.30pm is our Advent Praise – a 

more traditional way of welcoming the Advent season. 

17th December is the morning we decorate the church for Christmas. You 

are invited to come and take part. 

18th December in the evening at 6.30pm is our Carol Service at St Ste-

phen’s. I am delighted that some members of the Abbeygate Concert 

Band will be joining us and providing the music for our carols. This will 

be followed by mince pies and refreshments. 

21st December at 7.30pm is the St Leonard Carol service in our ancient 

redundant church on Hythe Hill. The church will be lit by candles and 

we again have the music led by the Capriol Choir under the direction of 

Stephen Evans. Wrap up warm as there is no heating and no toilets! 

24th - 25th is our cycle of Christmas services which includes Tree Service 

(especially for families), Midnight Carol Service, and Christmas morning 

celebration. Do be part of it. 

1st January – yes, we will be meeting on New Year’s Day for our 10.15am 

service. This will not be Messy Church, but will be a family Epiphany 

Service. 

Christmas Eve 

Ian and Nicky will also be offering mulled wine and mince pies to those who 

can join them at the Rectory from 9.00pm on Christmas Eve, with a view to 

travelling on together to the Midnight Service at St Stephen’s. Again please let 

us know if you are planning to join us.   



Bible Study – Ezekiel 40-48  
Detailed Instructions for the New Community of Israel.  

In these chapters Ezekiel is given detailed instructions for the new  

restored community of Israel - for the building of the temple, rules for the 

priests, rules for dividing up the land and for sacrifices (particularly the 

sacrifices that had to be made by the Prince). 

All this comes in the form of a vision similar to the visions he has had  
before. The people of Israel had been in exile for 25 years when,  
suddenly, Ezekiel is whisked away in a vision to the top of a very high 
mountain (presumably Mount Zion) where he sees a man with an  
appearance like bronze who says, “Son of man, look carefully and listen 
closely and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, for that is 
why you have been brought here. Tell the people of Israel everything you 
see”.[40: 1-4]. This is serious work for Ezekiel, not a private little dream. 

The man of bronze then goes on to give to Ezekiel the exact plan and 
measurements for the new temple, including the walls, courtyards, gates, 
porticos and alcoves. There were to be eight tables (four on each side of 
the gateway) on which the sacrifices were to be slaughtered. There were 
to be rooms where the sacrifices were washed and rooms for the priests. 
The whole sanctuary was to be decorated with carved palm trees and 
two-headed cherubim. [Note: cherubim in the old testament were nothing 
like the cherubim portrayed in Christian art. They were aggressive  
angelic guards – cherubim were posted at the entrance to the Garden of 

Ian, Nicky, Anna, Aidan and Matthew 

would like to wish you a Blessed 

Christmas and a happy and peaceful 

Table Talk -  

Starting in the New Year. More info coming soon…  



Eden to stop Adam and Eve getting back in when they had been expelled.]. The 

whole temple was to be 500 cubits square (500 cubits equal about 875 feet or 

about 265 metres)  

Having received the detailed blueprint for the new temple, Ezekiel is then given 

a vision of the glory of God coming back to take up residence again in the  

temple. God actually spoke to Ezekiel and said, “Son of man, this is the place of 

my throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This is where I will live among 

the Israelites forever. “ [43:7] 

The glory of God came from the east and entered by the east gate. East was 

the direction of Babylon – so could it be that God had actually been with his 

people in exile all this time and they had not realised it? 

Ezekiel was given further detailed instructions about the construction of the 

altar [43: 13-17], procedures for sacrifices [43: 18-27] and rules for the priests 

[44: 15-31]. Chapter 45 begins with instructions on how to divide up the land in 

the area of Jerusalem [1-8] and goes on to setting out standards of weights and 

measures to prevent the rulers defrauding the people as they had done in the 

past [9-12]. 

Ezekiel’s vision continues to the end of the book [Chapter 48] – all fascinating 



TUESDAY COMMUNITY CAFÉ 

Come and join us for free drinks and cakes in a  friendly and relaxed  

environment. 

Tuesdays 8.45-11.30am @ St Stephens Church. 

stuff – but does it have anything to say to us today? Let me point out two  

issues: 

1. However much we might think that God has deserted us, or that 

we are stuck in a rut with no prospects (which was very much the 

outlook of the Israelites in exile), God has a plan. Not just a vague 

concept but an extremely detailed plan. You may not see it yet but 

it will be revealed in due course (as Ezekiel was instructed to reveal 

this plan to the people in exile). 

2. Chapter 47 begins with a vision of a river flowing out from the 

threshold of the temple and rapidly broadening as it flows away 

towards the Dead Sea. The water was full of fish. Fruit trees grew 

along the banks with fruit that would never fail and “where the 

river flows everything will live”. [47:9] 

Now think back to 40:2. Ezekiel’s vision started with him being taken to “a very 

high mountain” where there were buildings that looked like a city. The “Second 

Temple” would, indeed, be built on the site of the earlier “Solomon’s Temple” 

which had been destroyed by the Babylonians. This area on Mount Zion has 

since come to be called the Temple Mount. But you don’t get rivers at the top 

of high mountains! So, was God’s plan flawed – or was my geography teacher 

lying? Neither. The river is symbolic of the “source of life”. Remember, a river 

flowed out of Eden (where life was first created) [Gen.2:10]. Our own “Source” 

also use a logo of a river to represent what they are about. 

So, this month’s question for consideration is: 

Do we regard our place of worship (the church) as the source of our life? -  

the place that waters us and keeps us fruitful? 



>>> Saturday 3rd December <<< 

>>>      10am until 2pm.        <<< 

At St Stephens Church Centre. 

A COMMUNITY EVENT 

WINTER TABLE TOP SALE 

Hosted by 

'Canterbury Road Saturday Morning Chill-Out' 

A Coffee Morning with a difference...on this Saturday in December. All kinds of latte's, 
filtered coffee and all kinds of teas and plenty of cake at only £1.00 in total. Soup and a 

roll on sale from 11:30 until 13:30 also available. 

Unwanted toys, clothes, house-hold items, crafty stuff.... food stuff...set yourself up 
your own table..space available.  

No charge for a table but donations to St. Stephens welcomed on the day. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A TABLE then please contact ST. STEPHENS CHURCH Office and 
someone will get back and confirm your request. Hurry... tables will go quickly...book 

now.... From Keith, Mary, Avril and Ken 

Carol Singing 
Friday 23rd December meet at 5.45pm at the church 

 
On Friday the 23rd December we will once again return to our local streets and 
sing some carols around our local community. We hope as many people can 
join us as possible. No previous experience necessary. We will be collecting 
some money for St Helena Hospice. All adults, children and families are  
welcome, please meet at 5.45 at the church. 
 
We plan to return to the church afterwards for some homemade soup, bread 
and maybe some extra treats it's a fun event and a good way to start the week-
end. In previous years we have collected over £90 for the hospice. 
 
We both hope you can join us. Many thanks.  
Chris Liddamore and Mike Watkins 



WATOTO CHOIR 

We are delighted to welcome the Watoto Children’s Choir back to  

St. Stephen’s for another amazing concert on Thursday January 19th 2017. 

Admission is by ticket only (which are free). This is because we have  

limited space and we anticipate the church will be packed. We are  

offering church members and SOURCE a ticket for themselves and one for a 

guest. They will be available shortly. More details to follow soon but make a 

note in your diary! 

Concorde Singers 
PRESENT 

“DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR…” 

Carols with Concorde 

Conducted by Margaret Notley 

Accompanied by Barbara Cutter 

On 

Saturday 17th December 2016 

7.30 pm 

at 

St. Stephen’s Church Centre 

Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

Tickets are £7.50, Chilcdren £4.00 

including 

Mulled Wine, Fruit Squash & Mince Pies 

Tickets available at door or phone 01206 213065 

Proceeds to Stepping Stones Play & Learn Group 

Free Car Parking at St. George’s Junior School, Canterbury Road. 

Acknowledgement to EAST OF ENGLAND CO-OPERATVE SOCIETY 



Bible Society Advent Challenge 
The Bible Society are repeating last year’s successful Online Advent Calendar. If 
you have access to the internet, why not sign up and give it a go? Rather than 
giving you as chocolate each day, it requires you to do something to make a 
difference in the run-up to Christmas to demonstrate the Christian meaning of 
the season. The following is taken from the Bible Society website:- 
“Our online Advent calendar challenges you to do a small, practical act of  
kindness every day, to share goodwill and make a difference in this season of 
Advent. 
Last year, over 13,000 people took part, with over 105,000 challenges  
accepted. Whether it was the 4,000 people who actively encouraged someone, 
or the 3,000 contributions to local foodbanks, a massive difference was made. 
So this year, you could be buying someone flowers, babysitting … or even just 
giving a smile. 
We’ll email you three daily challenges every day throughout Advent and you 
choose the one that best suits you. The challenges are simple, practical,  
Bible-based and life-affirming. So you can show your community what true 
hope, love, joy and peace look like, even in the mad dash towards Christmas.” 
If you are up for the challenge you can sign up at :  
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/adventchallenge/ .  
 
If you do not already have a Bible Society account you have to create one first, 
but this is completely free and will give you access to various other resources 
as well. 

ABBEYGATE CONCERT BAND 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY 13th DECEMBER 

2.15 pm 

in church 

Free Admission – Retiring Collection 

Refreshments 

This is always a very pleasant afternoon and the Band generously give 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/adventchallenge/


Candlelit Carols 

led by 

The Capriol Choir 
In the atmospheric Medieval 

Church of St Leonard 

at-the-Hythe 

                        

 

 

 

7.30pm, Wednesday 21st December 2016 

Community Event, Everyone Welcome, 
Free Admission                                                            

Hythe Hill, Colchester, CO12NP. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiugLXHlZ7QAhWGuBoKHexgCV8QjRwIBw&url=http://norwichradicalfilmfestival.com/patrons/&psig=AFQjCNEjMu06Dpf8yJMrLa6OorohK-MR1w&ust=1478866589443018


Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin Assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, Barnardos Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The January newsletter will be available on January 8th.  Please send any items 

for inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

