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Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our website: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 



APRIL 2nd -  PASSION SUNDAY 

 10.30 am  MESSY CHURCH no Sunday Clubs. 

 6.30 pm  Holy Communion according to the Book of  

    Common Prayer. 

APRIL 9th -   PALM SUNDAY 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Club All-Age  

    Breakfast. 

APRIL 13th -   MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 8.00 pm  Holy Communion  

APRIL 14th -   GOOD FRIDAY 

 9.15 am  All-Age Service 

 2.00 pm  Hour at the Cross 

APRIL 15th -   EASTER SATURDAY 

 8.00 pm  Service of Light 

APRIL 16th -  EASTER SUNDAY 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and All-Age Celebration. 

APRIL 23rd -  EASTER 2 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream. 

    Breakfast Club for Year 6+. 

APRIL 30th -  EASTER 3  

 10.15 am  Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream & KLICC. 

These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

April Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY , 10.30 am, Holy Communion in Church 



Each year the emotional and spiritual highs and lows of Easter strike me afresh. 

We move from the upbeat but false expectation of Palm Sunday, through the 

grim foreboding of Maundy Thursday, the utter desolation of Good Friday, the 

dawning hope of Easter eve and then reach the resounding joy and hope of 

Easter Day, all in a single week. It is amazing enough for us. What an emotional 

roller coaster it must have been for the disciples. It seems to me that in that 

final week Jesus touched both the highest and the lowest moments of human 

experience. He encompassed it all and took it to the cross to be transformed. 

That means that wherever we are this Easter in our own emotional or spiritual 

life we are not outside of Jesus’ love and compassion for us. In today’s uncer-

tain world that is certainly something worth celebrating. To understand Easter 

we are invited to enter the story ourselves through the unfolding sequence of 

services. Rather than being on the outside looking in we are invited to enter the 

narrative, to live the story. That does mean committing ourselves to coming to 

church during Holy Week for the mid-week events as well as the Sundays, but 

you will not regret it. There is a full list of the Easter services in the newsletter. 

Evening Service 

Advance notice of the evening service at 6.30pm on 2nd April. It will be a trip 

down memory lane as the service will be a Holy Communion according to the 

Book of Common Prayer. The BCP was the authorised version for the Church of 

Ian’s Easter Message 



England for over three hundred years and has a beautiful poetry and rhythm to 

its language. Do come and remind/experience it for yourself. 

Readers and Intercessors 

We still have some current gaps for more people to join the rotas for Readings 

and Intercessions. We are happy to support folk for whom this would be a new 

step and give guidance. Both are valuable ways of contributing to our worship. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

Yes, it is that time of year approaching again!  

The APCM is the meeting in which account of the church activities over the last 

year is given. Elections of Wardens, Deanery Synod reps and PCC members take 

place. The church accounts are presented and approved. Sidespersons and 

Chalice assistants are approved. The electoral roll (church membership) is  

finalised. I also have an opportunity to share some vision for the future.  

The APCM will take place directly after the service on 23rd April and we bring 

some food for a shared lunch afterwards. The APCM is a business meeting, but 

it is also far more than that. It is an expression of our collective life together as 

a community. The PCC, alongside the Rector, take responsibility for the smooth 

running of the church and discerning and guiding it into the future. This year 

there are 7 places to fill on the PCC- 3 Deanery Synod reps and 4 PCC members. 

The Deanery Synod elections come around every 3 years and when they do it 

means there are a lot of places on offer. This is therefore a big opportunity for 

some new people to come onto the PCC and bring their commitment and fresh 

ideas. Do prayerfully consider if God is prompting you in this direction. Current 

Deanery Synod reps or PCC members would be glad to talk informally with you 

about what is involved. This is a great way to be involved at the very heart of 

the church. 

Thank you 

To everyone who helped to arrange my surprise Anniversary celebration on St 

Patrick’s Day weekend. I was very touched by the things said at the service and 

over the meal afterwards. I had forgotten that it was 20 years since I first came 

to St Stephen’s and the church and community have been very special to us. 



A date for your diary… 
 

2017 Free Family Fun Festival 

Saturday 16th September 2017 - Castle Park 
 

www.familyfunfestival.org.uk 

The A.P.C.M. - 23rd April 2017 

 
Election of churchwardens, Deanery Synod members and PCC members  
Nomination Forms will be on the notice-board from Sunday 19th March. Please 
consider carefully who should be standing for these roles. Please also check 
before nominating anyone that they are willing to stand. The meeting will be 
followed by a shared lunch, so please sign up for this as it is helpful to know 
how many to cater for. It would also be helpful if a few folk could keep an eye 
on the young people whilst the meeting is in progress. 
 

Margaret King PCC Secretary 

THE BIG SLEEPOUT   

May 6/7th, 2017 6-7pm   

Arrival Castle Park, Colchester     

Rotary Club of Colchester Forum has a question for businesses…   

Could you make money in your sleep?   

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SENIOR LOCAL BUSINESS PEOPLE WHO ARE UP FOR THE  

CHALLENGE OF RAISING A MINIMUM OF £500 SPONSORSHIP MONEY TO SLEEP 

ROUGH FOR ONE NIGHT. THIS WILL RAISE MUCH NEEDED FUNDS AND  

AWARENESS FOR THE SAMARITANS AND BEACON HOUSE. 

Contact: Tony Dutch Tel: 07515 963356 Email:  tonydutch@sys3internet .net  



Bible Study – Moses 4 
Read Exodus 5:22—6:12; 6:28 - 7:13 

This passage is really a summary recap of the important points of the story so 

far. Moses complains to God that since he went back to Egypt things have got 

even harder for the Israelites. God restates his position: 

1. He will bring the Israelites out of Egypt and Pharaoh “will let them go”. 

2. He had appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as God Almighty (El 

Shaddai) but had not told them his personal name. He had revealed this 

to Moses at the burning bush and now wants Moses to go and declare 

this to the Israelites. The name he gives Moses is rendered as “Lord” in 

many translations, which sounds more like a title than a personal name, 

but apparently, the Hebrew for “Lord” sounds like, and can be derived 

from, the Hebrew for “I am”. This, to our ears, also sounds a bit strange as 

a name, but the Israelites placed great significance in a person’s name. It 

was descriptive of his whole character. It was, in a way, the ancient equiv-

alent of an I.D. card. We looked at Ezekiel last year and discovered that 

his name meant “strengthened by God”. For God to call himself “I am” 

shows that he not only caused everything to be, but that he is also being 

itself. God could have said “I am he who creates” but his choice of name 

indicates that he puts more emphasis on who someone is rather than 

what they do.  

3. God had remembered that he had made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob and promised to give them the land of Canaan. He had heard 

the Israelites groaning in their oppression and was now going to honour 

his promise. 

God seemed to think that if Moses revealed his name to the Israelites they 

would immediately get ready to leave Egypt and follow their God. But things did-

n’t quite work out that way. Many, if not most, of the Israelites in Egypt, had 

probably completely forgotten who Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were. They were 

so oppressed, they had more important things to worry about than the history of 

their forefathers. They had effectively “lost the will to live”. When Moses told 

them he had been sent as an envoy from “I am”, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, their response was, “so what?”. They were in no mood to start a revolu-

tion or to try and escape. If they did, they reasoned, they would certainly be 

caught and probably executed. At the very least their conditions would have 

been made even harsher. So the Israelites needed a demonstration of God’s 



power to be persuaded that he was able to get them safely out of Egypt to a safe 

place . 

Pharaoh, obviously, would also have 

no knowledge of these distant ances-

tors of his slaves, nor would he have 

any concern for a foreign god called 

“I am”. He would have to have a 

demonstration of God’s power to 

convince him that Moses meant busi-

ness. So, having already delegated 

the spokesman role to Aaron, Moses 

(as God’s prophet) tells Aaron what 

God has revealed to him and Aaron, 

in turn does what is necessary, either 

in terms of public proclamation or demonstration. 

God starts the confrontation with Pharaoh at a fairly low level. He sends his en-
voys (aged 80 and 83) to Pharaoh on a diplomatic mission to ask Pharaoh to let 
the Israelites go.   

God rightly anticipates that Pharaoh will want some proof of identity of these two 
elderly strangers, so he prepares them with a “plan B”. When Pharaoh asks 
them to perform some magic, Aaron is to throw his staff down on the ground and 
it will immediately become a snake. This duly happens but Pharaoh is less than 
impressed. He calls his troop of court magicians and they all threw their staffs to 
the ground and they all turned into snakes. But just as Pharaoh was feeling 
smug, Aaron’s snake ate up all the other snakes. One-nil to God. But then, as 
promised, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  This was a private display of power 
in the Egyptian court. If Pharaoh had given in now the Israelite slaves would not 

have seen the demonstration of God’s power and would still be reluctant to 
leave. A much more public and widespread demonstration of power was needed 
to convince everyone that Moses was representing “I am” and that “I am” had 
got what it takes to get them away safely. This demonstration followed immedi-
ately in what we now call the Ten Plagues of Egypt. If you have time, read about 
them in chapters 7 – 11 before next month. 

TIM NICE 



Camping! 
at Thorrington, July 14th to 16th 2017! 
 
Have no fear we are not going just yet! 
 
For the third year running we hope to return to Thorrington for a camping  
extravaganza. We will once again look to have the indoor accommodation 
which can sleep 14 people and then the fallen log campsite which is a lovely 
big open site set in the woods. More details soon but we thought I would let 
you know the date in advance. 
It is a very relaxed weekend and a chance to unwind just a few miles away. 
Last year we had brilliant weather the children played the adults talked. We 
had our normal superb open fire and joint BBQ. There are lots of activities on 
the site to do but last year we just relaxed. 
Please save the date and talk to me if you would like any more details. We  
really welcome all ages to this weekend and encourage you to come whatever 
your situation. Day visitors on the Saturday are also welcome. 
 

Chris Liddamore 

Good Friday Walk of Witness and 

Prayer for Peace 

We will be following the cross through Colchester Town Centre in a silent Walk 

of Witness. As we walk we will be praying for peace in our town. 

Meet in Essex Street (off Headgate) at 11.45am to start to walk through the 

town at 12 noon finishing in Lion Walk. 

www.colchesterchurches.org.uk 



Anon - Follow You 
 
[Chorus] 
Always, follow you I promise 
And time will get us strong, 
You’ll have me by your side. 
Forever, I’m ready to be there. 
No matter hell or heaven 
I’ll be there by your side 
 
Let me start with a promise, I will swear, 
In my prayers I won’t dare ask for profits. 
Any fear you be guarding me from it - 
From the start you were there, it’s so clear that you’re on it 
 
So everyday I will follow thee, peace will follow us 
That I trust, because you follow me 
Gone from my mind is the grind for those hollow dreams. 
By your side see I’m far from the poverty 
 
So I’ll stay by your side, for the day for the night, 
Never stray from the light - Nah 
See he paid for my life, in the anguish of Christ 
That’s the truth, not a fable or lie! 
 
I seek the path that you paved for me 
In my past I was dar, but you made me see 
Now my life couldn’t anger me - 
I’ve been riding for Christ since my Ma-J prayed for me. 
 
[Chorus] 
 
I will stay in your guidance 
’Til the day I’m a saint in your likeness 
See the changes are priceless 
Once I craved for a line, now I crave to be righteous 



So my life I will give it up 
Give him every minute, bringing vision to the sinners broth’r 
That’s the mission we be living - all that Christian stuff 
The sick will be uplifted and the dead will all be risen up! 
 
So I stand and I’m unashamed 
I choose to fly in this life that’s a runner’s game 
Each line I write isn’t mine, I don’t come for gain 
I come in peace and I won’t leave until he comes again! 
 
’Til that day I will praise the son 
No force on earth could disperse or erase his love, 
The way he works to be great for us 
The game is won - every Sunday see we raise the cup! 
 
[Chorus] 
 
I ain’t back for a minute - see 
This thing it ain’t a track, it’s a ministry 
So now I’m giving back, what he’s given me 
For love nowadays see this world has got a bigger need. 
 
And love is what he found in me 
Love is what he showed through his son up on Calvary 
Because he died for our sins, that’s a par - 
Because it means that his death, well I guess 
It was down to me.. 
 
[Chorus] 
 





Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin Assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, Barnardos Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The May newsletter will be available on April 30th.  Please send any items for 

inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

