
 

PARISH NEWS 

JUNE 2017 

All the latest news from the 

Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our website: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 



JUNE 4th -   PENTECOST 

 10.30 am  Open Air Service on the Recreation Ground. 

 6.30 pm  United Service at St. John’s Church 

JUNE 11th -  TRINITY 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream & KLICC. 

JUNE 18th -   TRINITY 1 

 10.15 am  Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream & KLICC. 

JUNE 25th -   TRINITY 2 

 10.15 am  Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for   

    Raindrops, Bubbles, Splash, Xstream. 

    Breakfast Club for Year 6+. 

These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

June Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY ,  

10.30 am,  

Holy Communion in Church 



In the Church calendar we are about to enter the season of Trinity. God is greater than 

we can ever begin to imagine, defying adequate expression, but through the doctrine of 

the Trinity we glimpse his wonder a little more clearly. 

‘Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the begin-

ning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits 

above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches 

out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes 

to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing . . . My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.’ (Isaiah 40:21-24; 55:8-9) 

This is the God who is greater than we can ever begin to imagine.  

And that is what Trinity reminds us of - the fact that God is bigger than we think: both 

one person and three: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit; above us, 

beside us, within us, yet finally beyond us. Lose sight of those three persons and our 

picture of God is distorted. Hold on to them all, and we catch just a glimpse of the God 

who, as Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians, 'is able to accomplish abundantly 

more than we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, for ever and ever. Amen.’ 

Pentecost 

Before Trinity however we celebrate Pentecost on Sunday 4th June. This is the day when 

we remember how the Holy Spirit came to the disciples in the Upper Room and 

Ian’s Message 



equipped them with power for mission and ministry. We, both church and individually, 

need to experience that same encounter afresh for ourselves. 

In the morning we will not be having our usual Messy Church. Instead we will be joining 

with our friends from Wimpole Road Methodist Church for a joint open air service on 

Old Heath Recreation Ground. (If the weather is bad we will meet in the Methodist 

Church). This will be at the different time of 10.30am. We will be carrying out some 

chairs from the church for folk to sit on, but if you have a picnic rug and want to sit on 

the grass near the front please bring it. The service will be a short all age celebration. It 

will also be a witness to others using the park. You may be best to park at St Stephen’s 

and walk up or there is a car park at the far end of the Recreation Ground. 

In the evening at 6.30pm there is also a United Service at St John’s, Ipswich Road. This 

is for all the churches in Colchester. Revd Anne Calver, a Baptist, is the main speaker. 

8th June General Election 

Included in this newssheet is a message from Bishop Stephen urging us to thoughtfully 

and prayerfully vote. St Stephen’s will once again be a polling station. 

18th June 

On this Sunday we will be saying goodbye to Chris, Verka, Sophie and Abigail as they 

set out as a family for the mission field in Colombia. We will be hearing about what 

they will be doing and will have a chance to commission and pray for them. Afterwards 

we will be having a barbeque in the Church garden to which you are invited. You will 

need to sign in if you are attending as we will be buying in the beefburgers. There will 

be a donations plate out to help defray the costs. 

2nd July Open gardens 

I am delighted that St Stephen’s will be used as the centre for this year’s New Town 

Open Gardens event. It will run from 1.00pm – 6.00pm. It will be here that people can 

buy their programmes and we plan to run the Chill Out café for folk who need a re-

freshment stop. Our own lovely church garden will be open for viewing and there will 

also probably be some related talks and events in the worship area. At 6.00pm we are 

planning to hold a short open air praise service in the garden, giving invitations to 

those who attend the day. If you can help with the hosting of any of these events, even 

for just an hour, then please speak to myself or a Warden. 

Ian 



THE PATH 

COLCHESTER EPISCOPAL AREA 

AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE GOD’S CALL ON YOUR LIFE 

2017 CROSSRAODS DAYS 

formerly Area Vocation Days 

Saturday 11 November 2017, Holy Cross Church, Felsted, CM6 3DG 

10.00—15.30, free with lunch 

Register by email to Geoff Read by Monday 6 November 2017: 

gread@chelmsford.anglian.org 

"Claim your Deputy's Badge!" 
 
We are looking for people who would be willing to serve as deputy wardens. 
What does this involve? It means being prepared to take on some of the duties 
of a warden during our Sunday services. 
Acting as a Deputy in no way obliges you to become a fully-fledged warden. It 
is though an important role, helping to share the load and providing an insight 
into the role of a church warden. 
If you think this could mean you - speak to Ian, Diane or myself, It would be 
really great to have a team of folk willing to serve our church in this way. 

 
Andrew King, Church Warden 

Blue Town goes to Church 

Colchester jazz band explores music with a message Jazz/Soul/Reggae/Pop  

Gospel/Spirituals/Rap Songs by Coltrane/ Bob Marley/ Sting/ Aretha Franklin 

etc  

St Leonards Church, The Hythe  

Saturday 17 June. 7-30pm 

Free entry. Optional contributions welcome to Churches Conservation Trust 

mailto:gread@chelmsford.anglian.org


Bible Study – Moses 6 
Read Exodus 11 —14 

We come now to the moment that the Jews look back on as being the start of their 

history as a nation. God had promised to make Abraham’s descendants into a great 

nation – now here they were – thousands of them – about to be moulded by God into a 

proper nation. But first he had to get them out of slavery in Egypt. God had already 

brought nine plagues on the land but Pharaoh had always refused to let the Israelites 

go. Pharaoh may have thought “these plagues could be just coincidence. Moses says it’s 

his God causing them, but they could have happened naturally”. So now God comes up 

with the clincher – a differential plague that kills the first-born (human and animal) of 

the Egyptians but leaves the Israelites and their flocks completely untouched. 

Then the text gets a bit confused as present and future seem to get intermingled. The 

priests who were writing down the story several hundred years later were well used to 

the rituals of the Passover Festival and were writing these down as if they were all di-

rect words from God at the time. This gives the impression that God is establishing a 

commemorative festival for an event that hasn’t yet happened. In practice, the details 

of the festival probably formed over a period of time after the event but the significant 

element that must have taken place at the time was the smearing of lambs’ blood on 

the lintel and doorposts of the doors of all the Israelite houses to indicate to the angel 

of death which houses to pass over, and the strict instruction to the Israelite families to 

stay indoors until the danger was over. 

Notwithstanding this last instruction, Pharaoh summons Moses and Aaron in the mid-

dle of the night and orders them to get their people out of Egypt immediately, before 

all the Egyptians die. The rather strange thing about this passage is that, having previ-

ously told Moses that if he dared appear before him again he would die, Pharaoh him-

self summons him in the middle of the night, orders him to get all his people and their 

herds out of the country immediately, and then says, “And also bless me”.  Was he 

mad, or was he finally admitting that the God of the Israelites was greater than all the 

gods of Egypt? 

The Israelites took the opportunity to set up a nice little protection racket (which the 

later writers ascribe to a direct instruction from God!). Seeing that the Egyptians were 

now thoroughly panicked and desperate to get rid of them, they went to their Egyptian 

neighbours and demanded their gold and silver, “otherwise we won’t leave and you’ll 



all die of the plague”. [These words are mine. The bible says the Egyptians so respected 

the Israelites that they willingly gave them their gold and silver – but don’t forget who 

is writing this!] 

The bible states that the number of people that left Egypt was 600,000 men plus wom-

en and children plus their flocks and herds and “many other people went up with them” 

– possibly other non-Hebrew slaves or even disgruntled Egyptians. Not counting the 

livestock this would have been about 2 million people, and someone has calculated that 

if they marched ten-abreast this would form a line 150 miles long. Rather unlikely!. The 

entire population of Egypt at the time has been estimated at 3 – 3.5 million, so this 

would have represented a 50% loss of the population. And no records exist in the Egyp-

tian archive to suggest such a significant change in their demographics (although it 

could be argued that they were simply too embarrassed to write about it!). So the num-

ber of people involved in the exodus is likely to have been much smaller – some have 

suggested 600 families rather than 600,000 men, but even this is a lot of people to take 

on a 40-year trek through the desert, where food must have been very scarce, rather 

than take the easy route up the coast to Canaan. The reason for them not taking the 

easy route is said to be that they wanted to avoid war with the Philistines, who lived in 

the coastal plain (13:17). But the very next verse tells us, “the Israelites went up out of 

Egypt armed for battle”. So why did they head out into the desert where there was no 

one to fight and, more interestingly, where did they get all this armour and weapons 

from? Did they steal them from the Egyptians? It is unreasonable to suggest that the 

Egyptians allowed a huge contingent of alien slaves to maintain their own armoury! 

No one knows the answers. These Old Testament stories often throw up more ques-

tions than they answer. But that makes them all the more intriguing. 

Tim Nice 

A date for your diary… 
 

2017 Free Family Fun Festival 

Saturday 16th September 2017 - Castle Park 
 

www.familyfunfestival.org.uk 



Family Camping Weekend (Update!) 
14th- 16th July at Thorrington  
 
It's nearly here! Despite the early warning in the newsletters it's now only 6 
weeks away from the start of June. We hope you can join us. 
 
We once again have booked the fallen log campsite at Thorrington scout camp 
site for this weekend away. In addition we are currently holding a booking for 
the Papillon which is an indoor facility sleeping 14 people on bunk beds. The 
Papillion is a clean functional building with kitchen, dining room and toilet. The 
rooms are split into two rooms with two bunk beds, a four bed  room with bunk 
beds and a six bed room with bunk beds. Thorrington is a lovely wooded loca-
tion and only 20 minutes from Colchester. 
 
The charges for camping are £5.35 per person per night with the Papillion 
charged at £9.75 per person per night with a minimum night charge of £48.75 a 
night. The camping has no minimum charge. For members of the scouts we 
may be able to get the camping slightly cheaper. 
 
Campfires are allowed and encouraged. There are toilets and showers on site 
with a fridge we can use. The normal routine is for people to arrive around 5pm 
on Friday night and leave Sunday after lunch. However, some people have 
come for one night or just popped along as day visitors on Saturday. There is 
normally a small charge of £2.50 for day visitors. 
 
We have kept the weekend simple and asked folks to supply their own food. 
However, we will try and have  a group BBQ on the Saturday afternoon/tea 
time together. So please bring food to share for this feast. Some people have 
also driven down to Brightlingsea on Friday evening to pick up some lovely fish 
and chips. 
 
It really is a nice relaxing weekend providing the weather is good. All ages are 
welcome and there is nothing like sitting round a camp fire at night with your 
favourite tipple, good company and some music provided by whoever brings an 
instrument. 
 
The weekend is very relaxed and the campsite has a number of activities we 
can book. However, like last year we have decided to not book any in advance 



and see what everyone fancies during the weekend.  Last time the weather was 
great the children played while the adults talked. 
 
Please indicate on the signup sheet in the foyer if you are coming and whether 
you are likely to camp or use the indoor facilities in the Papillon. 
 
Any questions please ask. Thank you 

 
Chris and Debbie Liddamore 07752369612 

Thy Kingdom Come 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Every day around the world God’s people raise their voices in prayer for the coming of 

the Kingdom. It is for this we long. It is for this we work. It is for this we pray, as Jesus 

taught us.  

At the invitation of our Archbishops of Canterbury and York, churches and cathedrals, 

communities and families are setting apart time between Ascension Day and Pentecost 

for concentrated prayer: Thy Kingdom Come. Around the country and around the 

world hundreds of thousands of people will be waiting on the empowering presence of 

the Holy Spirit to equip us to proclaim, witness and serve.  

From  the Archbishops’ Evangelism Task Group we are writing simply to encourage you 

to participate as much as possible in Thy Kingdom Come. Much is already in place, but 

it is not too late to join in. There is a great wealth of resources available to help individ-

uals, families, churches and cathedrals to take part as they see fit. These can be found 

on the website www.thykingdomcome.global . You’ll find there a host of useful materi-

al:  liturgical resources including outline orders of service, prayer journals, ideas for 

prayer rooms, novena booklets, children’s activity sheets, and family prayer packs.   

The Thy Kingdom Come team would be very grateful if you would please forward this e

-mail to those in your church community, encouraging all to sign up and take part as 

they are able. Some parishes may wish to include in their weekly pew sheet a word of 

explanation and encouragement for all to join in Thy Kingdom Come.  This could be 

something like:  The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have called on all Christians to 

spend the ten days between Ascension Day & Pentecost praying to grow in confidence 

as witnesses to Christ (25th May to 4th June).  Hundreds of thousands of people across 



the Church of England have already committed to be involved. If you haven’t yet signed 

up to pray over those ten days, can I encourage you to do so at: 

www.thykingdomcome.global (you’ll also then receive a short video from Archbishop 

Justin and others each day of the ten days). In this parish our plans for ‘Thy Kingdom 

come’ are…..There’s also more information and a wide range of resources available for 

all ages on the website.   

Archbishop Justin has said, ‘I cannot remember anything in my life that I’ve been in-

volved in where I have sensed so clearly the work of the Spirit’.    

In the past every move of God to grow His Church has begun in prayer. Let us play our 

part.   

We can help each other with this by sharing all that God is calling the Church to do 

around the country, so please do let us know your plans, and register your events 

online. For all those who register online there will be a daily video sent straight to their 

inbox on each day of Thy Kingdom Come.  

Thank you for reading, thank you for planning and thank you for praying.  

Come, Holy Spirit.  

Yours in Christ, Thy Kingdom Come Team  

Carols for Colchester 

Lexden Choral Society are uniting churches in Colchester to support the work 
of local charities.  We warmly invite you to make a CD of your favourite carols 
with us. Come and join us for rehearsals on 6th and 13th June in St Leonard's 
Lexden Church Hall, or just join us for the recording on  
 
Saturday 17th June 10-4.30 at St Leonard's Church Lexden.  

Bring your own lunch.  Drinks will be provided  

To register simply: 

visit http://lexdenchoral.org/concerts%20and%20events.htm 

email sarah.blake186@btinternet.com 

or phone 01206 543 280  

http://lexdenchoral.org/concerts%20and%20events.htm
mailto:gread@chelmsford.anglian.org


A Message from Bishop Stephen and a Pastoral  

Letter from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

I am sending you this letter from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. It 

reflects upon the importance of participating in the political life of our nation 

and  discusses some of the big issues that face our nation and our world 

from a Christian perspective. Please find ways of making this letter available 

to the congregations and communities you serve.  

  

Many people seem weary and cynical about the political process. We must 

play our part in countering this, encouraging people to vote, and encouraging 

people to think carefully about how their vote expresses their beliefs and  

contributes to the common good. 

  

Please pray for all those  standing for office, and let them know you are  

praying for them. They need and deserve our support. 

  

Please organise a hustings locally if you are able. Some information about 

this is linked below. 

 

Guidance note on campaigning during the elections 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwCAE7LAO-RHX0dPYXQ1Z2o3ZG8 

  

Finally, here is an article  I have written for local newspapers in the diocese. 

It is simply about the importance of voting, and you may wish to use this as 

well. 

 

Newspaper article: Voting Matters  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwCAE7LAO-RHdlh2MExCUGwwM3M 

  

With the assurance of my prayers and very best wishes  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwCAE7LAO-RHX0dPYXQ1Z2o3ZG8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwCAE7LAO-RHdlh2MExCUGwwM3M


Following on from the joint PCC meeting with Berechurch and Christchurch on 
Thursday, a thought has been brewing that I'd like to share. 
 
Back in 2012 I heard a great sermon about Mission. The basic premise was that 
church is like a lake. People visit, enjoy, play, bathe, drink and are refreshed. 
But the problem with a lake is that people have to come to it, it cannot go to 
them. Instead, Mission has to be more like a river, flowing through the com-
munity. 
 
Thursday reminded me of this and I have had several thoughts around it since: 
 
A river brings life wherever it goes. For humans it irrigates our crops, provides 
transport links, powers hydroelectric power stations, quenches the thirst of 
our animals, provides places to play and relax. In other parts of the world it 
provides drinking water, washing water and sanitation. 
 
The Power of water is immense and it shows no regard for human constructs. 
 
We should be like a river. Providing for all the needs of our community and 
with no regard to Parish Boundaries. (My guess is that encapsulates what 
Source is about!) 
 
It was clear that the desire to work together is very strong in both the other 
PCCs too..... and the ideas about how to do that were not a million miles apart. 
 
It was an interesting start to my tenure on the PCC!" 
 

Annie Porteous-Butler  

The Evangelical Alliance Election website 

www.election.eauk.org/ 

Lots of helpful information 

http://www.election.eauk.org/


NEW TOWN OPEN GARDENS 

Sunday 2nd July 1-6pm 

The Laceys 

In June, the Laceys (Chris, Vera, Sofie and Abigail) will be moving to Medellin in 
Colombia to begin a placement with the Methodist Church - to help develop IT 
systems and identify funding opportunities for the Church's new Centre for  
Projects.  Iglesia Colombiana Metodista is relatively small, but provides many 
essential services in very poor communities that would otherwise have nothing 
- particularly in the areas of health and microfinance.  The hope is that, by  
formalising some of these projects, they can grow and attract more sustained 
funding. 

The plan is for Vera to be coming up with project proposals, writing grant  
applications and working with various donor organisations to secure funding, 
while Chris will be developing systems for patient records, project  
management, monitoring and evaulation, and a web site to help with donor 
comms. Sofie and Abi will be going to a bilingual school: Sagrada Corazon - the 
highlight for them defintely being the large outdoor swimming pool! 

We'd really appreciate your prayers for settling in - friends, church, language - 
particularly for the girls in the early months of us getting there; and that we'd 
be of use to the Centre and its plans to grow its work.  We'll be keeping you  
up-to-date by means of newsletters but please share your Email or Skype  
addresses with us before we go too, so that we can keep in touch more  
personally.  Our last Sunday will be 18th June. 

THE LATEST ROTA IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

IF YOURS ISN’T IN YOUR PIGEON HOLE THERE ARE SPARE 

COPIES ON TOP OF THE PIGEONS HOLES OR IN THE OFFICE. 



St Stephen’s Church Centre  

ABBEYGATE  

CONCERT BAND 

 

SUMMER CONCERT 

Wednesday 7th June 

2.15 pm 
 

REFRESHMENTS 

FREE ENTRY 

(Retiring collection) 



Beer & Hymns in Lexden 

A Beer and Hymns party led by Bishop Roger, the Bishop of Colchester 

is being held at St Leonard’s Church, Lexden, Colchester CO3 4BL, on 

Saturday 10th June at 6.30pm. The Bishop of Colchester will be 

leading the evening of beer and hymns in a marquee at St Leonard’s.  It 

is an great opportunity to taste some excellent beers, enjoy a barbeque 

and belt out your favourite hymns – all welcome  



Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin Assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 512845      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918, Barnardos Children’s Centre - 547839  
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The July newsletter will be available on June 25th.  Please send any items for 

inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

