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Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 
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OCTOBER 1st -  TRINITY 16 

 10.15 am  Messy Church no Sunday Clubs. 

 4.30 pm  Harvest Tea 

OCTOBER 8th -  TRINITY 17 

 10.15 am       Holy Communion and Sundays Clubs for  

    Raindrops, Splash, Xstream & KLICC. 

OCTOBER 15th -  TRINITY 18 

 10.15 am  Holy Communion and Sundays Clubs for  

    Raindrops, Splash, Xstream & KLICC.  

OCTOBER 22nd -  TRINITY 19 

 10.15 am  Holy Communion and All Age Breakfast Club 

OCTOBER 29th -  TRINITY 20 

 10.15 am  Holy Communion no Sunday Clubs. 

 6.30 pm  Café Church 

(These times may change - watch for details on the weekly) 

October Services 

EVERY WEDNESDAY ,  

10.30 am,  

Holy Communion in Church 
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Christian Aid Harvest prayer  

The earth is fruitful  
may we be generous.  
The earth is fragile  
may we be gentle.  
The earth is fractured 
may we be just.  
Creating God,  
harvest in us joy and generosity  
as we together share in thanks and giving. Amen. 

 

October begins with Harvest and the season of ‘mellow fruitfulness’. It is a time 
to look back with thanks on all that God blesses us with. For many of us that is 
now far removed from directly growing the ‘fruits of the earth’ (though I know 
there are some great gardeners and allotment holders in our congregation!) 
but whatever our situation there are blessings we can give thanks for. As we do 
so we can also think about how we can share that blessing with others. I am 
pleased that this year our harvest gifts will go to support the Colchester Food 
Bank. It seems a sad indictment of our contemporary society that people today 
should be short of food in our town, but that is the stark reality for some  
families. We can play our part in alleviating that for our neighbourhood.  
Worldwide however hunger remains a daily reality for huge populations. We 
might like to think about our response to that reality as well. Harvest is a life or 
death event for far too many. 

Ian’s Message 
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1st October is our Harvest Celebration. In the morning this will be the theme 
of Messy Church and in the afternoon, at 4.30pm, there will be a harvest ’Songs 
of praise’ followed by tea and cakes. We give thanks with a grateful heart. 

8th October is an anniversary for 3 of our church members. It is the 30th  
Anniversary of the licensing of three of our Readers (LLM’s), namely Alan,  
Martin and Tim. We shall be acknowledging this landmark on this Sunday. 

15th October we welcome Mark and Naomi Snelling from The Abbeyfield  
Project. They will sharing with us the joys and challenges of this ‘Fresh  
Expression’ of church for which we are a founding supporting member. 

29th October is the hour change and suddenly the nights draw in. The mood 
changes from thankfulness to a more sombre reflection and season of  
remembering. It is a reminder that God is with us in the difficult times just as 
much as he is in the good. And sometimes holding onto that is as much as we 
can do. He however will never let us go.  

In the evening of the 29th at 6.30pm we are running a ‘Café Church’ event at St 
Stephen’s picking up on the theme of ‘Light and Dark’. This promises to be a 
great evening that we hope you will support and also feel free to invite others 
too. It should be really easy and friendly way of introducing unchurched folk or 
seekers to consider some of the important Christian themes. There will also be 
coffee and cake! 

On 5th November we have our annual ‘In Loving Memory’ service at 3.30pm in 
the afternoon. In this short, reflective time we have the opportunity to light a 
prayer candle in memory of a loved one who has died. The mood is reflective, 
but not mournful, and many have found great comfort in this event. 

Church Warden 
We are prayerfully looking for a new Church Warden to take over from Diane 
when she has to step down at the next APCM at Easter time next year. Can you 
make this a matter for real prayer and discernment. Diane and Andrew would 
be happy to talk about the role to anyone who might feel God’s prompting. 
Now is the time to explore those conversations or encourage others to think 
about it. 

Ian 
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Avril and I went to the Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival this August after our extended 
annual holiday. By the time of writing this it will be two months past but good to look 
back upon. If anybody wants to know more about Greenbelt after reading this then 
simply ask, as several of us at St. Stephens have been. Or look for the website. 

Back to our experience...August Bank holiday with our motorhome being used for the 
first time at Greenbelt. We were campers originally, then hotel dwellers and now our 
snail... 

We travelled on the Thursday and stayed on a touring site near Bourne, in the Peter-
borough area. Great site...supposed to be deer lurking at night but not for us...Anyhow, 
off we ventured on the Friday heading towards Kettering and the grounds of Boughton 
House estate where Greenbelt was being held. On to the grass we went bumpedy 
bump...nice weather, no rain...yes we mean, no rain.. and pegged out the Mo-
torhome...took about 15 mins and ready... 

At 4pm we entered the festival entrance along with 11000 other people. A great atmos-
phere was already brewing up so we stopped for a cappuccino..after a good look 
around...and peruse the programme ...Avril chose King Porter Stomp..more about that 
later..I chose a talk on Israel and Palestine called  'How did we end up here'  by Nigel 
Varndell from Embrace. The latter was very informing and thought provoking as to how 
Israel imparts policies which seriously affect the Palestinians on the West Bank and Ga-
za, the Balfour treaty, 1948, 1967 and the conflict in general. We had previously been 
to the holy land and this seemed right to go to this seminar as we entered the Palestine 
side from Israel and immediately noticed the state of the people, surroundings and the 
buildings from those leaving Israel.  King 'Stomp' was next on our list but was not danc-

x-apple-data-detectors://2
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ing as we thought but a heavy Christian Reggae band but actually very good and en-
lightening, back to the motorhome at 11:45pm. 

Don't worry, it won't be a daily account like above but here is a summary of what we 
went to see and hear during the whole Bank Holiday weekend. 

Saturday: 
John Bell talk on heterosexualism followed by Lucy Lucy Lucy (performing arts and 
amazing which we both enjoyed..linked with Lucy Barfield from Narnia) followed by 
singer song writers Martyn Joseph, Will Varley (not much good though) Tom Forest 
musician (okay)... Finished with reflective worship called Ma'ariva Aravim by Rachel 
Rose Reid. 

Sunday: 
Shared communion with the Hutley's and the Rassell's...great service, God is continually 
present for us in this place called Greenbelt... Stirring us up but also giving us a chance 
to see so many diverse people. 

Then...spent day milling around. Avril and Alison chose a seminar called 'Upliftng the 
Poor' in the afternoon by Alison Inglis-Jones. Very good with amazing personal stories 
relating to food banks and the injustice of Universal credit and the affect it has on peo-
ple and families. We finished the day heavy music from Joanne Shaw and lighter with 
Newton Faulkner..(look these up) 

Monday: 
Talks... 'I was hungry and thirsty' by Jack Monroe, 'How to talk about Israel / Palestine 
without getting your knickers in a twist' by Embrace, 'From Balfour to May and the 
wrong kind of Jew' by Robert Cohen. Then a panel for questions on Israel and Palestine 
with Peter Osbourne, Robert Cohen, Sahar Vardi and Muhanad Al Qaisy, representa-
tives from all factions, this was brilliant and a lot of people up with burning questions as 
you can imagine. 

...Avril and I finished the day at 20 past midnight... 

Amazing weekend, the sun shone the whole time with extremely light rain on one or 
two occasions. 

Keith and Avril Russell 

…and from the Hutleys (and Rassells).  Unlike Keith we didn’t arrive until later as Jo had 
to work Friday morning, but we only had to book into our Premier Inn not set up camp!   
(Before you write us off as idle, it was an extremely long walk to the festival site from 
the parking field carrying our fold up chairs etc!)  We made it to the Festival site by ear-
ly evening and met Keith and Avril who had already been to two talks. Very commenda-
ble!  Mal, Ali and I didn’t meet up with Mark until breakfast the next day as he had to 
work all Friday and arrived after midnight.  (We missed you at breakfast Keith – did you 
miss your full English?!) 

x-apple-data-detectors://3
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This is the fourth year Greenbelt has been at Boughton House and the site improves 
each year.   It’s worth a mention that, unlike some other festivals, we are not searched 
as we enter the site, we never see a policeman, the site remains litter free and there is 
no trouble. Alcohol is available at ‘The Jesus Arms’ and ‘The Blue Nun’ but is not al-
lowed anywhere else.  Respect for the site and the environment is encouraged and this 
year the visiting food vans had been asked to use paper plates and wooden cutlery so 
that all the waste (including food) was compostable and there were loads of rubbish 
bins so no excuse to make a mess. 

The highlight of our weekend was the Sunday morning communion which is held in 
(and around) the Big Top.  Taking part in a service with several thousand other people is 
quite something.  The theme was inclusiveness and the speaker was a quadriplegic 15 
year old girl who spoke using her eyes in the same way as Stephen Hawking, only with a 
much nicer voice!  She was amazing.  Much of the liturgy was read by (very) young peo-
ple mostly two at a time reading alternate lines, something I thought our youngsters 
could do.  The collection amounted to around £40000 and a proportion of this will be 
used to ensure that nobody will be unable to go to next year’s festival because of disa-
bility or because they are unable to afford a ticket.  Evidently this year some 500 tickets 
had been issued free of charge for various reasons.  By the way we shared the Peace in 
sign language, not as easy as it appeared! 

Another popular venue was The Canopy (formerly the Performance Café) which show-
cases new music, vocalists, groups, poets etc which is organised by Bishop Roger.  
Something he has been doing for many years. 

There is just so much available to be a part of and plenty of space to sit in the sun and 
just chill.  That’s right – sun – there was lots of it and no rain!!   We’ve booked again for 
next year (the tickets are hugely discounted until the end of October) – will you join us? 
 

The Hutleys and Rassells 

Jesus Deck Training 

Dear friends, 

I am holding a Jesus Deck training event at Marks Tey, leading to supporting 
our stall at a Mind Body Spirit event on 21 and 22 October. 

I hope you would be interested in helping us. Attend the training event on 6 
October will familiarise you with how the Lifearts event will run at Marks Tey 
and how our stall fits in with their programme. Jesus Decks sets will be  
available to buy if you don’t already have one. 

Howard. Journey into Wholeness. Registered Charity 1121530. 
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THE PATH 

COLCHESTER EPISCOPAL AREA 

AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE GOD’S CALL ON YOUR LIFE 

2017 CROSSRAODS DAYS 

formerly Area Vocation Days 

Saturday 11 November 2017, Holy Cross Church, Felsted, CM6 3DG 

10.00—15.30, free with lunch 

Register by email to Geoff Read by Monday 6 November 2017: 

gread@chelmsford.anglian.org 

The Men's Scene 
 
'Men's Walks' ran by Chris Liddamore - Times when advertised  
'Men's Night Out' ran by Rajesh Patel - Times when advertised  
'Men's Club' ran by Keith, Glen and Pete - Every 4th Friday of the month in the 
hall (sports and leisure for all ages 18 to 99) 
 
Come along and have a Mantastic time at 
any one or all three of these events. 
 

Keith Russell 

FAIRTRADE SUPPORTERS –  

for your diaries. 

The next Fairtrade day in St Luke’s Oak 
Tree Coffee Shop will be 11th November. 

mailto:gread@chelmsford.anglian.org
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‘Letter from Colombia – from Chris, Vera and family 
on the overseas mission field.’ 
Hi all, 

Spurred on by seeing Rajesh’s latest Home Group Email (and feeling sorry for myself 
that I won’t be able to join you for anything anytime soon!) I thought I’d drop a quick 
note to say Hello from Colombia.  Our apologies for the extended period of radio  
silence – we are still without Internet access in our flat, but I’ve decided to write this 
now and then send it when I’m in the office tomorrow as I realise I can only push that 
excuse so far! 

We’ve been in Colombia now for just over a month, after six weeks of training of  
Panama in which we had some cultural immersion into the ways of doing church in 
Latin America (loud, chaotic and very long, usually ;-), such joys as Wesleyan Theology 
(in Spanish), and of course Spanish language training too.  Unfortunately, we didn’t 
make an awful lot of progress with the latter as not much time was given to it… but you 
can often guess words with a mix of English andand GCSE French and it seems that 
Spanish doesn’t have a very extensive vocab: “I’m waiting for” is the same as “I’m hop-
ing for”, and mañana can either mean in the morning or indeed anytime tomorrow, 
which seems very apt from experience!  Nonetheless, we’re urgently seeking a good 
language school and having to muddle along trying to communicate with our colleagues 
in the meantime.  We posted a few small blog entries at www.cslacey.co.uk/icm during 
the time in Panama and the plan is to write more when we have Internet access 
properly sorted (excuses, excuses, I know…) 

The girls are settling into school well, which is a relief – Sofie is loving the Spanish;  
Abigail is preferring the swimming :)  It’s a very pretty 30 minute drive up the Andes 
every day to get them there, usually driving through the clouds at one point, and with 
ears popping multiple times.  Chris Paull’s assessment of Colombia’s ecosystem being 
the most diverse of any country sounds about right, as there are lots of different trees 
and animals around… so if you fancy a birdwatching/sightseeing trip, please do come 
and stay with us – we have plenty of space in our flat!! 

Work is beginning to fall into place too – Verka is busy writing funding applications, 
although it’s a slow process, in which she’s including various interesting technical  
components which I hope I’ll be able to get my teeth into soon (electronic patient  
records for travelling doctors out in the field, for example).  In the meantime, I’m  
working on a mishmash of things such as a new web site and trying to help getting 
some projects off the ground which will provide some much-needed income (such as 
running ultrasound services outside the community as a profit-making business to fund 
the clinic).  Finances and funding are pretty dire at the moment so we’ll soon be  
launching an emergency appeal which we are hoping to push out to former volunteers 
who’ve come from the US (and wellwishers from the UK if you were so inclined: 
www.icmetodista.org/brisasclinic ; but please don’t think we’re only writing to you  

http://www.cslacey.co.uk/icm
http://www.icmetodista.org/brisasclinic
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because we’re trying to fundraise!) 

So far, we’ve had one trip out to what’s probably the biggest project the Church runs in 
the country (the clinic and sanitation projects in Brisas).  There are some photos from 
there and of Medellin at https://photos.app.goo.gl/9lYdSIsQo035kjfN2 .  We’re hoping 
that the new well is going start pumping water this coming weekend when I’ll be there 
again… so hopefully I’ll have some good video to share! 

We’re all missing you very much – and the girls were particularly sad to have missed 
the camping weekend.  Please keep us posted with what’s been going on, and we hope 
to be in more regular contact soon… 

Love from all of us, 

Chris, Verka, Sofie, Abi. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

Sunday, 5th November 3.30pm 

You are invited to a special service for those who have lost loved ones in the 
recent and not-so-recent past. 

 

The service offers the opportunity to pause, reflect and draw strength.   
Guests are encouraged to light a candle in memory of the  

person they are remembering. 

 

You are invited to stay for refreshments after the service. 

 

There will be invitations available shortly.  If you would like one for someone 
you know please ask Jon, Beryl or Margaret. 

Thank you! 
A massive thank you to 
the over 60 summer 
camp for knitting the 
baby blankets for the 
neo babies at the Gen-
eral Hospital.  

Lesley Reynolds 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/9lYdSIsQo035kjfN2
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SCHOOL GOVERNERS REQUIRED 

St. Georges Infant School currently have a number of School Governor 

Vacancies. If you feel you could serve your local community in this way 

please contact the school office for more details: 

admin@st-georges-inf.essex.sch.uk 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Canon Ian Hilton 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin Assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl & Margaret) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The November newsletter will be available on October 29th.  Please send any 

items for inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret 

to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on 

the Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

