PARISH NEWS
MAY 2018

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

MAY SERVICES
MAY 2nd -

10.30 am

Wednesday Holy Communion

MAY 6th -

EASTER 6
10.15 am
6.30 pm

Messy Church no Sunday Clubs
Celtic Evening Prayer

MAY 9th -

10.30 am

Wednesday Service

MAY 13th -

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION
10.15 am
Holy Communion Sunday Clubs for
Raindrops, Splash, Xstream and KLICC

MAY 14th -

10.00 am

Morning Prayer in the Prayer Room

MAY 15th -

10.00 am

Morning Prayer in the Prayer Room

May 16th -

10.30 am
6.30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion
Evening Prayer in the Prayer Room

May 17th -

2.00 pm
Short service at Scarletts
(if you are free, come and help lead the singing)
6.30 pm
Evening Prayer in the Prayer Room

May 18th 6.30 pm
Evening Prayer in the Prayer Room
Start of 24/7 prayer finishing with Morning Prayer at 9.00 am on
May 20th PENTECOST
10.30 am
United Service with the Methodists
on the Recreation Ground.
May 23rd

10.30 am

May 27th

TRINITY SUNDAY
10.15 am
Holy Communion with David Beales
Half term - All-Age Breakfast Club

May 30th

10.30 am

Wednesday Service

Wednesday Holy Communion
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A Word From The Wardens
In the immortal words of Lance-Corporal Jones (not to mention The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy) - DON’T PANIC! Diane and Andrew as your elected
Churchwardens, working in close conjunction with the PCC, will do their utmost
to ensure that the Vacancy runs as smoothly as possible. But, of course, we also
need YOUR help. We are all in this together. We will also seek to keep you informed about any developments as soon as we are able to. The journey begins…!
THANK-YOU
We must record a big thanks to all who were involved or who contributed to
making Ian’s Farewell Service on April 15th such a successful and memorable
occasion. Our thanks therefore go to those who helped to set up and clear
away; to the team working tirelessly in the kitchen; to all those who contributed to the “This is your life” tribute; to the incredible ukulele band; to Debbie for
her amazing cake; and to anyone else we have inadvertently forgotten. It all
made for quite a special and emotional send-off to the Hiltons; and I know that
our visitors on the day were all highly impressed! It was definitely a case of St.
Stephen’s at it’s best. There may also be some interesting spin-offs… watch this
space!
THE VACANCY
Back in February I spoke about the importance of mountaintop experiences,
but also reminding us that we must live most of our lives back on the valley
floor. April 15th was indeed a mountaintop moment—a watershed experience;
now though the Vacancy begins in earnest. The future might seem uncertain,
we might feel that we have been left on our own, but that is far from the case…
On April 17th, Bishop Roger and Archdeacon Annette came to see the PCC and
outlined the process that will now follow. Both were very positive and encouraging. The clear expectation is that (in due course) we will get a replacement
for Ian.
We, the Church fellowship, will have a vital role in ensuring that does indeed
happen—and hopefully sooner rather than later. Once Ian commences his new
post later this month, this will mean that the Living will be declared officially
vacant. We then need to begin the vital work of drawing up the Parish Profile.
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This is a document that will outline the conditions, needs and traditions of our
parish. In drawing it up, there are three questions we need to bear in mind:
1)

Where are we now as a Church?

2)

Where is our community now?

3)

Where might we be going?

(I am reminded of the title of a famous painting by Paul Gauguin: Where do we
come from? What are we? Where are we going?) We need to understand our
past, our present, and our future. And we want to involve everyone in this process; young and old; recent members and long-standing veterans; the whole
spectrum of the family of faith. What is it about St. Stephen’s you most value?
What makes us distinctive? What do we excel at? In what areas are we lacking
and need to improve? Pondering on such questions can help us to discern the
qualities we require in our prospective incumbent. Above all, we want to ensure that we maintain vitality as a fellowship and are able to go from strength
to strength. Please make your voice count. To quote Churchill: “Let us go forward together.”
We must communicate our story. The Parish Profile is our shop window to the
world. It must be far more than dry recital of facts. It must sing and zing in order to attract the person who will be right for us. Our new priest needs to be
able to maintain what needs to be maintained, make changes where changes
need to be made and ensure that we are all willing to travel with them on this
journey:
The is a shape that we need to fill.
Help us to identify the lines.
Guide us in our thinking.
So we can draw confidently
In the knowledge that our design
Is your design.
PENTECOST
Pentecost (from the Greek pentekoste, “fiftieth” of fifty days of celebration) has
its roots in the Jewish Feast of Weeks which was completed on the fiftieth day
after Passover. On the 50th day of Easter, God sends his Holy Spirit to empower
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the Church to perform the mission which the Risen Christ has entrusted to it.
Pentecost thus celebrates the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Christian Church.
It was originally the crown and completion of the Easter Season; only later; in
the Medieval West, did it become a new festival season of its own.
It is also a highly appropriate season for St. Stephen’s. The Risen Jesus ascends,
leaving his followers. Ian, it could also be said, has ascended. But like the Disciples we are not left bereft. We, too, have access to the Comforter—the Spirit of
God; we also enjoy the help and support of many human agencies: The Bishop
and Archdeacon; our neighbouring parishes of Berechurch and Christchurch;
our friends at Wimpole Road…
As we did last year, we shall be joining with Wimpole Road Methodists for a
joint Pentecost Service on Sunday 20th May. Please note that the time for this
service is 10.30am and will be held, weather permitting, on the Recreation
Ground. Please do come and be part of this celebration; the ministry of attendance is so vital.
PRAYER
Lastly, but also firstly, Prayer will prove absolutely essential during the Vacancy.
We encourage you to participate in the Prayer Room initiative (see further details in this Newsletter). Pray without ceasing: Come, Holy Spirit, and blow new
life into your church and your world.

Andrew and Diane

The Men's Scene
'Men's Walks' ran by Chris Liddamore - Times when advertised
'Men's Night Out' ran by Rajesh Patel - Times when advertised
'Men's Club' ran by Glen, Pete & Keith - Every 4th Friday of the month
in the hall (sports and leisure for all ages 18 to 99)
Come along and have a Mantastic time at any one or all three of these
events.
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Camping at Thorrington
June 15th to 17th June 2018
UPDATE!
It's nearly here! Despite the early warning in the
newsletters it's now only 6 weeks away from the
start of May. We hope you can join us.
We once again have booked the fallen log campsite
at Thorrington scout camp site for this weekend
away. In addition we are currently holding a booking
for the Papillon which is an indoor facility sleeping 14 people on bunk beds.
The Papillion is a clean functional building with kitchen, dining room and toilet.
The rooms are split into two rooms with two bunk beds, a four bed room with
bunk beds and a six bed room with bunk beds. Thorrington is a lovely wooded
location and only 20 minutes from Colchester. A sheet is needed for the indoor facility to cover the mattress and then a duvet or sleeping bag.
The charges for camping are £5.50 per person per night with the Papillion
charged at £10.25 per person per night with a minimum night charge of £71.75
a night. The camping has no minimum charge. For members of the scouts we
may be able to get the camping slightly cheaper.
Campfires are allowed and encouraged. There are toilets and showers on site
with a fridge we can use. The normal routine is for people to arrive around
5pm on Friday night and leave Sunday after lunch. However, some people have
come for one night or just popped along as day visitors on Saturday. There is
normally a small charge of £2.50 for day visitors and £1 for Saturday evening
visitors
We have kept the weekend simple and asked folks to supply their own food.
However, we will try and have a group BBQ on the Saturday afternoon/tea
time together. So please bring food to share for this feast. Some people have
also driven down to Brightlingsea on Friday evening to pick up some lovely fish
and chips and kind people take an order for all the campers.
It really is a nice relaxing weekend providing the weather is good. All ages are
welcome and there is nothing like sitting round a camp fire at night with your
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favourite tipple, good company and some music provided by whoever brings an
instrument.
The weekend is very relaxed and the campsite has a number of activities we
can book. However, in recent years we have decided to see what everyone
would like to do when we arrive. Last time the weather was great the children
played while the adults talked. Hopefully we will set up a small badminton and
tennis court on our campsite and some other sports.
Please indicate on the signup sheet in the foyer if you are coming and whether
you are likely to camp or use the indoor facilities in the Papillon.
Any questions please ask everyone is welcome even if you are just free for the
evening. Thank you

Chris and Debbie Liddamore 07752369612

Would you Adam & Eve it?
Searchlight Theatre presents ‘Would you Adam and Eve it’ at Christ
Church Colchester on Thursday 14th June at 7.15 pm. Come and experience the first 90 chapters of the bible in 90 minutes! This show was
awarded 5 stars at the Edinburgh Fringe and on tour through 2018. It
was devised n partnership with The Bible Society.
Tickets are £10 from Christ Church Office on 01206 542307,
email christ-church-vestry@btconnect.com
or from Searchlight Theatre www.searchlighttheatre.org

SAVE THE DATE
COLCHESTER FREE FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL
It's confirmed! The 2018 Free Family Fun Festival is
taking place in Lower Castle Park on
Saturday 15 September, 11:00-16:00.
Please make a note of the date in your
calendar now!
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Colchester Area Vocations Group invites you to

A Crossroads Day

“Where’s Your Passion?”
A day for those seeking to follow the Path of
Christian Discipleship, and to find their calling.

On Saturday 12th May 2018
at St Andrew’s Church, St. Andrew’s Close, Alresford, Colchester, Essex. CO7 8BL
http://www.alresfordchurch.net/

From 9.30am until 3pm.
There will be worship, testimony, a keynote address,
seminars, space to reflect, and the opportunity to ask
any question you like about all sorts of ministries.
Lunch is provided. Please tell us if you have any dietary requirements.

To book, please email
michelleWood@chelmsford.anglican.org
by May 4th.
For further information contact
Revd. Tim Goodbody 07708660162
8

Prayer Room
We will, once again, be converting the chapel into a prayer room. This will be
launched on Sunday 13th May when the Archdeacon is with us and run until
Pentecost (Sunday 20th May).
There will be three focuses for prayer this time –
The needs of our parish as we seek a new incumbent.
The global prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom Come” [Further details and resources available at https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ ]
Christian Aid Week. [Further details and resources available from https://
www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week ]
There will be a special “Thy Kingdom Come” Morning Prayer at 10.00 on Monday and Tuesday of that week and the special Evening Prayer at 6.30 on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Following Evening Prayer on Friday, the prayer room will be open for 24/7
prayer until early morning on Sunday and plenty of resources will be available
to guide you in this. A sign-up sheet will be available for you to sign up for onehour slots. Please ensure that the whole period is covered.
The week will end with a joint Pentecost service with the Methodists on the
Recreation Ground at 10.30am. when it is hoped the “Thy Kingdom Come”
theme will be continued.
In line with our “Serving With Accountability” target of working more with other churches, we will be offering the Methodist Church the opportunity to share
our prayer room if they wish.

Pentecost with Bishop Roger & Graham Kendrick
What an amazing coup, to have both Bishop Roger and Graham Kendrick for
the town's Pentecost Celebration on the evening of Sunday 20th May. The Celebration is at Kingsland Church (above Aldi) starting at 6:30pm. Come along
and be inspired - and then inspire others!
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THE TRAIN OF LIFE
At birth we board the train of life and meet our parents whom we believe will
always travel by our side. However, at some station they depart, leaving us to
travel on alone. As time goes by, other significant people climb aboard such as
siblings, friends, children, husband, wife etc. Many later get off and leave a permanent vacuum while others depart whom we don’t even notice. Our ride is
invariably full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectation, hellos, goodbyes, and also
farewells. Success consists of having a good working relationship with our fellow passengers which requires us to give the best we can at all times.
We don’t know at which station we ourselves will depart, however, so make
sure that when your seat is vacated you leave behind only beautiful memories
for those still travelling on.

Afterschool Chillout
Afterschool Childcare Provision
Monday to Friday 3pm-6pm
Indoor & Outdoor Games, Active Learning, Interactive Games
& So Much More!
Pick ups from St. George’s Infant School,
St. George’s Junior School & Kendall Primary School.
Enrol Your Child :: 07938671064

www.afterschoolchillout.co.uk
SCHOOL GOVERNERS REQUIRED
St. Georges Infant School currently have a number of School Governor
Vacancies. If you feel you could serve your local community in this way
please contact the school office for more details:

admin@st-georges-inf.essex.sch.uk
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY
Rector: (Vacancy)
Administrator: Jon Taylor
Admin Assts: Beryl Hutley and Margaret King

The Church Office is open on:
Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl & Margaret)
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm (Jon)
Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm (Jon)
Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl & Margaret)
Tel: 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918
Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King
For Centre bookings contact: Jon Taylor in the Church Office

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213

The JUNE newsletter will be available on MAY 27th. Please send any items for
inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Margaret
to put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on
the Thursday.
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