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July 1st  FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.15am.  Messy Church no Sunday Clubs 

  New Town Open Gardens with Refreshments at St Stephen’s 

  6.00pm.   Closing Worship in the Garden 

July 2nd 7.45 PCC Meeting with Archdeacon Annette 

July 4th 10.30am.  Wednesday Holy Communion 

July 8th SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.15am  Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Raindrops, 

  Bubbles, Xstream and Klicc  

July 11th 10.30am.  Wednesday Holy Communion 

July 15th SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.15am  Holy Communion and Sunday Clubs for Raindrops, 

  Bubbles, Xstream and Klicc  

July 18th 10.30am.  Wednesday Holy Communion 

July 22nd ST. MARY MAGDALENE 

  10.15am.  Holy Communion with Bishop Roger  

  All-Age Celebration  

July 25th 10.30am.  Wednesday Holy Communion 

July 29th NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.15am  Morning Prayer 

Aug. 1st 10.30am  Wednesday Communion 

Aug. 5th TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  10.15am  Messy  

July Services 
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A Word From The Wardens 

Over two months into the Vacancy and how are things going? So far, so good! 

We have been blessed with cover for our services - Ian was instrumental in 

setting this up. Bishop Roger is with us this Sunday and we are receiving ongo-

ing support from St Margaret’s and Christchurch, along with David and Janie 

Beales. 

The PCC have been working very hard to produce a draft copy of the Parish Pro-

file – and very splendid it looks too: Our thanks to Peter Porteous-Butler for the 

amazing graphics and to everyone who contributed towards the content. Arch-

deacon Annette and Bishop Roger have seen the document and feel there are 

just one or two areas where we could add more detail to enhance the Profile. 

The Archdeacon will be attending our next PCC Meeting in July to discuss her 

suggestions. While we don’t want to delay things, it’s important we get things 

absolutely right in order to attract the right person. Hopefully we will then be 

able to get everything approved allowing the post to be advertised in the 

Church Times... 

The PCC have also chosen Chris Poole and Diane to be our Parish Representa-

tives. They will have the responsibility of representing the fellowship of St Ste-

phen’s, being on the interview panel with the Bishop and the Archdeacon. 

Please do pray for them and for the whole process. 

Ukulele Band 

Calling all ukulele players! You may recall the spirited rendition of “When I’m 

Saving Sinners” played at Ian’s farewell. It did not go unnoticed! Apparently we 

have the only church based ukulele band in the whole diocese! BBC Radio Essex 

is due to be present at our forthcoming Messy service on 1st July to record the 

band and conduct a short interview on air. I’m just waiting now for the royalties 

to start pouring in! Seriously though, this does present us with a shop window 

opportunity to show the vitality and breadth of talent that we possess. 

Mary Magdalen 

We may be in the long season of Trinity but this period is punctuated by various 

festivals. On Sunday 22nd July we mark the feast day of St Mary Magdalene – 
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one of our patron saints. Mary may only have a cameo role in the Bible, but 

nonetheless she plays a critical part. Mary is the first person to see the Risen 

Christ and the first to tell others of Jesus’ Resurrection.  She has rightly been 

called “the apostle to the apostles.” 

St Mary Magdalene church has long gone but in its place are the new Alms-

houses , opened in 1996. The Almshouses are actually Colchester’s oldest chari-

ty and the Trustees are seeking to mark its 900th anniversary. (The actual date 

of foundation is lost in the mists of time, but Eudo, it’s founder died in 1120). 

When the new building opened 22 years ago, a conscious decision was to ap-

point as residents people with mild learning disabilities who would benefit from 

a measure of independent living. We currently have a vacancy – and if you 

know anyone who would fulfil our criteria, please let us know (the trustees in-

clude Andrew, Beryl, Chris Poole and Trevor). 

God of life and love, 
Whose risen son called Mary Magdalene by name 
And sent her to tell of his resurrection to his apostles; 
In your mercy, help us, 
Who have been united with him through the Eucharist 
To proclaim the good news 
That he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 

Andrew and Diane 

SAVE THE DATE 

COLCHESTER FREE FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL 
 

It's confirmed! The 2018 Free Family Fun Festival is  

taking place in Lower Castle Park on  

Saturday 15 September, 11:00-16:00.  

Please make a note of the date in your  

calendar now! 
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ABBEYGATE CONCERT BAND 

SUMMER CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY 25th JULY 

2.15 pm in church 

REFRESHMENTS 
This is always a very pleasant afternoon. The Band practice here week by 

week and put on the concert for our entertainment. 

Your support would be appreciated. 

A MESSAGE FROM CHRIS PD  

Chris has written as follows – “I am very much better and am in a lovely nursing 
home but still unable to walk and have severe pain at times.  I would love visi-
tors but as there is no suitable bus service it would have to be by car.  Also it is 
better to come in the afternoon after 2 pm and to let me know.  My mobile 
number is 07914668673 and the address is Springfields, Rectory Road, Copford, 
Colchester CO6 1DH” 

CCS Taster Evening 2018 

Would you like to share in a journey of discovery? 

The Course in Christian Studies is an opportunity to explore the Christian 

faith with others. The course runs over 2 years, is open to anyone over 

the age of 16 and is based on weekly meeting in local groups. 

Colchester Taster Evening… Wednesday 18th July, 7.30-9.30pm at St. 

John’s Church. 

For more info contact Diane Hardy, 01245 294449,  

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org 
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[re]source 

On Saturday 16th June, 6 members of the PCC attended [re]source, a training 

day for PCC members, organised by the Diocese at the University of Essex. It 

gave us much to think about and, no doubt, be discussed further at our future 

PCC meetings. A wide range of topics was covered including: 

Spirituality and vision in church governance. 

Financial issues / procurement / Parish Giving Scheme 

Engaging with schools 

Building maintenance 

Safe recruitment 

Best practice for churchwardens 

Health and safety 

“Leading worship for the petrified” 

In my view, although the initial programme looked fairly boring, the content far 

exceeded expectations, and any PCC members who missed the day because of 

other commitments are urged to attend the repeat day at the University of 

East London (Docklands) on 8th September. 

Memorable quotes from the day: 

 “It is not the Church of God that has a mission in the world, but 

the God of mission who has a Church in the world.” 

 “You can’t change the future without disturbing the pre-

sent.” (General William Booth) 

 “When the world buries you, then God makes you a seed.” 

And something to think about – “Which animal would you relate to as a church 

and why?” 



7 



8 

Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: (Vacancy) 

Administrator: Jon Taylor 

Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm   (Jon) 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  Jon Taylor in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The AUGUST newsletter will be available on July 29th.  Please send any items 

for inclusion to JON as early as possible please to:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

