PARISH NEWS
NOVEMBER 2018

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

November Services

November 4th

ALL SAINTS
10.15am Messy Church
3.30pm “In Loving Memory”

November 7th

10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion
7.30pm The Bible Course (6)

November 11th REMEMBRANCE
10.15am All Age Communion
November 14th 10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion
7.30pm The Bible Course (7)
November 18th TRINITY 26
10.15am Holy Communion with Sunday Club for
Raindrops, Splash, Xstream, KLICC and teenagers’ group

November 21st 10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion
7.30pm The Bible Course (8)
November 25th CHRIST THE KING
10.15am Holy Communion and
Sunday Club All-Age Breakfast
November 28th 10.30am. Wednesday Holy Communion

2

WORD FROM THE WARDENS
Monday, October 15th: Interviews Day! The day dawned somewhat overcast and grey,
but inside the Church Centre all was bustle and brightness. The three candidates arrived on time and were duly joined by Paul Norrington, Area Dean, and Archdeacon
Annette. After opening prayers, the candidates were taken separately around the parish with extended stops at the Rectory and Kendall School. The formal interviews then
took place after a buffet lunch – our heartfelt thanks to Heather, Trevor and team for
organising this. We would also like to thank all the PCC for being in attendance to
greet and meet the candidates. All in all, it was a good day. As soon as we are permitted to do so, a formal announcement will be duly made; watch this space.
Our thanks to Peter and Annie for organising “The Great St Stephen’s Quiz” last
month: It proved to be a very enjoyable evening with well-thought out (not to mention hard fought) rounds. Modesty forbids from naming the winners, except to say it
was that well known Christian rapper: J. C. Jam! In addition, an amazing £175 pounds
was raised for Church funds.
We would like to remind you that Annette, our Archdeacon, is retiring this month. She
has been a tower of strength to ourselves during the Vacancy and has fulfilled her role
with energy, wisdom and prayerful commitment. She will definitely prove a hard act to
follow. A farewell service for Annette is being held at the Cathedral on Sunday, November 18th at 3.30 pm. It would be good if St Stephen’s could be represented at this
occasion; we have much to thank her for.
In Loving Memory
No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another in
Christ, members of a community of saints whose mutual belonging transcends death.

All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful departed on All Souls’ Day both
celebrate this mutual belonging. All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women through
whose lives the Church as a whole has seen the grace of God at work. It is an opportunity to give thanks for that grace and for the wonderful ends to which it shapes a
human life. The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed celebrates the saints in a
more local and intimate key. It allows us to remember before God those whom we
have known more directly; those who gave us life, or those who nurtured us in faith.

3

At St Stephen’s on the first Sunday of November, we hold an “In Loving Memory” service in the afternoon. This is a time to remember those loved ones with gratitude and
affection. It is a simple service but one which allows time for personal reflection; many
have found it a source of strength and comfort. We therefore commend it to you and
to anyone you know who would benefit from attending.
Remembrance Sunday
This is a time to explore the theme of memory, both corporate and individual, as we
confront issues of war and peace, loss and self-sacrifice, memory and forgetting.
It is both fitting and poignant that this year’s Remembrance Sunday falls on November
11th – Armistice Day – this year marking the centenary of the end of the First World
War.
“The Great War” certainly cast a long shadow over Colchester: About half the town’s
male population had fought in the war; while the mortality rate was almost twice the
national average. These cold statistics masked considerable private grief: Small wonder
that the town was to erect such a splendid War Memorial. After its dedication, relatives
of the dead were permitted to move closer to the memorial for the official opening. As
the covering fell aside, there was a visible surge towards the cenotaph – as if to touch
it. For many families who could not afford to visit military cemeteries overseas, or
whose love ones had no known resting place, the War Memorial became a surrogate
grave and place where grief and loss could be focussed and expressed.
Our own Remembrance Service will have a special focus on the RAF, whose centenary it
also is this year. We will remember them all.
The annual cycle of the Church’s year ends with the feast of Christ the King on November 25th. The year that begins with the hope of the coming Messiah ends with the proclamation of his universal sovereignty. Jesus’ ascension has revealed him to be the Lord
of earth and heaven, and final judgment is one of his proper kingly purposes. The Feast
of Christ the King thus returns us to the Advent theme of judgment, with which the
cycle once more begins...

Many thanks

for all the prayers, cards and flowers that you have so kindly

and lovingly sent me. I am recovering slowly and picking up my usual duties
again.

Thank you. Luv Sue
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CHRISTMAS FAIRTRADE
Starting on 4th November we will be having our Fairtrade stall
every week after the morning service until just before Christmas
so that there will be plenty of opportunities to buy Christmas
cards, candles, advent calendars and other Christmas items.
Just in case you are wondering how Fairly traded goods vary from ordinary
ones and why they are slightly more expensive, it’s because the growers and
producers are paid a fair amount for their work. Traidcraft goes one step further by paying an extra amount which allows the producers to help their communities. When you buy Fairtrade you have the satisfaction of knowing you
are making a difference.
Recently you may have heard that one of our main suppliers, Traidcraft, are
struggling at the moment. This stems from the devaluation of the pound after
the Brexit vote. Their prices were all agreed and catalogues printed and they
honoured those prices which then badly affected their turnover. There was
speculation that they may have to cease trading at the end of the year. However, the latest plan is to downsize and carry on. Hopefully with a good Autumn and Christmas they will recover. For the sake of all the communities that
depend on them, your support would really be appreciated.
Beryl & Alison

Over 60’s Luncheon Club
I was wondering if anyone could spare 1½ hours once a month to help wih
serving and clearing up at the luncheon Club. We meet on the 2nd Monday in
the month; next one 12th November.

Any help would be appreciated.
For more details please contact Jill Liddamore – 07756 873893
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You are warmly invited to our
Autumn FAIRTRADE event
@ The Oak Tree Coffee House
Unit 4 Highwoods Square
Colchester C04 4BB
On Saturday 17 November
Do pop in any time from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
A range from the latest Traidcraft catalogue will be available - or orders can be
taken.
There will be 10% discount available for all craft purchases or orders made on
the day.
Cakes, pastries, sandwiches, Fairtrade coffee and tea etc also available for purchase from The Coffee House as usual - come in for a cuppa and shop in comfort.
Look forward to seeing you there.
(If you are unable to make it but would like a catalogue - let Beryl or Alison
know)
Thank you
Jo Rassell

6

Administrator
As you probably know by now, Jon Taylor, our administrator for the last 10
years, left us in the middle of September.
In view of the fact that (hopefully) we will shortly be getting a new incumbent
who may wish to alter the job description, we do not intend to issue a formal
contract for a replacement until that time.
Tim, Keith and Beryl will be holding the fort in the short term. However, if
there is anyone with the necessary admin. and computer skills who can commit to working 2 x 3 hour shifts in the church office (preferably Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings) on an ad-hoc basis, please have a word with either of
the wardens.

Tim
SHOEBOX APPEAL
This is our annual appeal for folk to fill shoeboxes with appropriate toys to send to children in those parts of the world
where they wouldn’t usually receive anything at Christmas.
To make a difference to these youngsters lives please ask
Sue for a leaflet giving all the details. Shoeboxes need to be
back in church by 18th November. Thank you.
We are a drop-off for the shoeboxes. If you are able to spare an hour or so to
be in church to accept shoeboxes, please sign the sign-up on the noticeboard.

PRAYER TREE Our Prayer Tree is the means whereby we
are able to circulate quickly an urgent need for prayer
where instant prayer is crucial such as when someone has
an accident or medical emergency.
We are in the process of revising our current version so if you would
like to be added, have a word with Margaret or Sue.
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IN LOVING MEMORY
Sunday 4th November
3.30 pm
You are invited to a special service for those who have lost loved ones
in the recent and not-so-recent past.
The service offers the opportunity to pause, reflect and draw strength.
Guests are encouraged to light a candle in memory of the person
they are remembering.
You are invited to stay for refreshments after the service.
There are invitations on the noticeboard for you to give to anyone you think
may be helped by coming to this service.

CONGRATULATIONS
RUTH and COLIN
on your

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
on 1st NOVEMBER
from all your friends at St Stephen’s

Have a wonderful day
Afterschool Chillout
Afterschool Childcare Provision
Monday to Friday 3pm-6pm
Indoor & Outdoor Games, Active Learning, Interactive Games
& So Much More!
Pick ups from St. George’s Infant School,
St. George’s Junior School & Kendall Primary School.
Enrol Your Child :: 07938671064

www.afterschoolchillout.co.uk
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Welcome to The Wisdom House
“There’s a story of a land far away where the old people, before they died,
wrote down a life lesson on a scroll. The scroll would be rolled up, and the villagers would keep them in a hut at the centre of the village. Once a year, the
elders would gather everyone together and they would read those life lessons,
not just to the young, but to those in later life too. They called that little hut
The Wisdom House.”
Rob Parsons has travelled the world meeting people from all walks of life and
from cultures as diverse as New York and Borneo. He has spoken to governments, companies and over a million individuals. He has also written more than
20 books.
At The Wisdom House – Live you get the chance to spend an evening with Rob
as he unpacks some of the life lessons he has learnt from old and young alike,
plus a few he has learnt the hard way! Bring your friends and neighbours to this
popular event. With inspiring teaching, stories to touch your heart and time to
laugh together, any minute of this evening could change your life ... Forever.

CHELMSFORD: Tuesday 20 November - Skylark Church, CM1 3AE
1-3 tickets £6 each 4 or more tickets £5 each On the door £7 each
Book today! cff.org.uk/wisdom 029 2081 0800
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Letter from Bishop Stephen
We have recently received an “Ad Clerum” (an occasional letter from
the bishop to the clergy) outlining, amongst other things, the dire financial situation the diocese is in. This part is copied below:
Finance and parish share
“Although it is in so many ways a miracle of generosity and sacrificial
giving that the diocese of Chelmsford is able to do all that it does, the
hard truth of our financial situation is that we still face a shortfall on our
general fund each year. Last year it was £303,000. However, the reality
of that is there was a shortfall of Parish Share collection of £920,000 but
that was mitigated by efficiencies and savings of £811,000. This year the
share shortfall is projected to be £1,062,000 with a resulting deficit of
£943,000.
We cannot go on like this indefinitely. At the moment it is still possible
to sell a vacant property here and there so as to balance the books. But
this is clearly not a sustainable way of managing our finances.
Almost everything we raise in parish share goes to pay the costs of the
clergy. Therefore the message we need to give out is very simple: if you
want stipendiary priests serving your parish, then pay the parish share.
But in order to get this message across we do need each priest and each
parish to teach more regularly and more incisively about stewardship
and giving. I believe we must renew our commitment to teaching about
this aspect of Christian discipleship. If we get it right not only will we balance the books - which will be a huge blessing – but we can look forward
to a situation where additional income can be invested in new mission
and ministry.”
Note: St Stephen’s has always paid its Parish Share in full …….. but there
is no room for complacency.
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Message from the East of England Co-Op Community Team
My name is Lewis and I am part of the Community Engagement Team at the
East of England Co-Op. Our role in the community is to support local clubs,
meet ups, events and causes which benefit and make a difference in the local
area. We love helping and know there are many fantastic people and clubs doing loads of things in the local communities. This email is to introduce ourselves
and how we can support the groups at the St Stephens Church Centre such as
Men’s Scene, Youth, Tuesday Community Café and Saturday Morning Chill Out.
As a kind gesture, we would like to offer all the clubs a complimentary gift as a
welcome and to keep up the great work! We would like to offer:
1 x Co-Op Fairtrade 99 Tea Bags (160) Or
4 x 1.5 litre bottles of Co-Op Orange Squash
If they would like to accept our donation please let us know your choice by
emailing the team on Lupson@eastofengland.coop or calling 01473786064. We
will then organise the collection with you and our local store.

The Community Team are also able to support the clubs in many other ways
which will benefit the centre.



Co-Op Cuppa Scheme – We believe in the power of a good old cuppa to
bring people together. Through our Co-op Cuppa Scheme we are able to
provide your club with a free regular supply of tea, coffee or squash.



Token Scheme – Every 3 months, 3 local causes have the opportunity to
gain much needed cash from a share of £1000. When members shop with
us they’re given a green token, which they pop in the box of the good cause
they want to support. The more tokens a good cause gets, the bigger their
share of the donation – up to £500!



Raffle Prizes – If you are hosting an event, we may be able to provide you
with a raffle prize to create more support and funds.

If you would like to apply for any of the schemes listed above please feel free to
contact us. If you have any questions or have any suggestions on how best to
support you please don’t hesitate to ask. We may even be able to visit your
club to meet the members!
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY
Rector: (Vacancy)
Administrator: (Vacancy)
Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley

The Church Office is open on:
Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tel: 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918
Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King
For Centre bookings contact: The Church Office

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213

The December newsletter will be available on November 25th. Please send any
items for inclusion to the office as early as possible:
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to
put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the
Thursday.
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