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December 2nd  Advent 
   10.15am Messy Church—Christingle 
   6.30pm Evening Worship 
 

December 5th 10.30am Wednesday Service * 
 
December 9th     Advent 2 
   10.15am Holy Communion and Sunday Club 
 

December 12th 10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
December 16th Advent 3 
   10.15am.  Holy Communion and Sunday Club  
   6.30pm Carol Service with the Abbeygate Band 
 

December 19th 10.30am.  Wednesday Service * 
 
December 20th 7.30 Carol Service at St Leonard’s (Wrap up Warm !) 
 

December 23rd   Advent 4 
   10.15am  All age service * 
December 24th  Christmas Eve 
   5.00pm  Tree Service 
   11.15pm  Midnight Communion 
December 25th Christmas Day 
   10.15am  All age communion 
December 26th NO WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
December 30th Christmas 1 
   10.15am  Morning Prayer 
 
* Due to Christine’s uncertain availability at the moment, services 
marked * will be communion if she is available or a non-eucharistic ser-
vice if she is not 

December Services 
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WORD FROM THE WARDENS 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people; light for the world to see.  

The season of Advent, which we are now entering, is all about waiting, hope 
and expectation: characteristics with which we at St Stephen’s can assuredly 
identify! We are most definitely awaiting news about the Vacancy. We fer-
vently hope for a positive announcement. And we certainly possess great ex-
pectations. Please keep praying that we will not have to wait too much longer 
and that this Christmas we will have even more reason to celebrate!  

 

The anticipation of Christmas and all the attendant commercial pressure in-

creases the difficulty of sustaining the appropriate sense of alert watchfulness 

that this season demands; but the fundamental Advent prayer remains: 

“Maranatha” – “Our Lord, Come!” (1 Cor. 16:22) Despite all the busyness and 

activity of these coming weeks, let us all endeavour to take time to praise and 

prepare in our hearts to mediate on and celebrate the coming of the Christ 

Child.  

Christmas Fayre: Saturday 1st December – 11am – 2pm Please make every 

effort to be supportive of this event as it is both a major fund-raiser for us and 

a great mission opportunity. This year’s Fayre will be a joint venture with St 

Stephen’s Pre-School who will be organising children’s activities in the hall, 

along with visits to Santa. Please talk to Sue Boughtwood or the Wardens if 

you can help with setting up on the Friday evening and/or if you would like to 

run a stall or help in the kitchen.  

Parish Christmas Card Delivery: Sunday 2nd December This will commence 

after Messy Church: As with last year, our thanks to Peter Porteous-Butler for 

designing our cards. We have set ourselves an ambitious goal – we have 5,000 

cards to distribute. We thus need plenty of willing helpers. As a reward, a 

lunch will be served in the church – but you do need to sign up to this. Our 

intention is to ensure that we deliver the true meaning of Christmas to all 

parts of our parish.  
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The evening service that day will meditate on the Advent theme of Jesus’ first 

and second coming. Our worship will incorporate some of the great Advent 

hymns: The singing of “O come, o come Emmanuel” never ceases to send a tingle 

down my spine 

16th December Carol Service at St Stephen’s 6.30pm Music will be provided by 

members of The Abbeygate Concert Band. As a further incentive, mince pies and 

mulled wine will be served afterwards.  

20th December Carol service at St Leonard’s 7.30pn Andrew will be both leading 

and preaching, supported by the music director Steve Evans and the Capriol Sing-

ers.  The Friends of St Leonard’s will act as hosts and provide refreshments; while 

the Hythe Hand-bells will perform after the service. Do remember to wrap up 

warmly! Please support this much appreciated and well- attended service.  

Christmas Eve  

Tree Service, 5pm: It’s hoped to incorporate an “impromptu dressing-up” – help 

in providing costumes would be greatly appreciated. Please speak to Sue if you 

can help.  

Midnight Service 11.15pm: Please note that we will be joining our friends at 

Wimpole Road Methodists to share in their service this year.  

Christmas Day: Bishop Roger will be with us this morning to preach and cele-

brate: We also very much hope to have our traditional recorder ensemble to aug-

ment our worship. Wine and mince pies (you can never have enough!) will be 

served afterwards.  

May we take this opportunity to wish you a truly happy and blessed Christmas and 

to thank-you for your support during a quite eventful year!  

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness Christ be our 

light! Shine in Your church gathered today.  

 Andrew and Diane  
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Advent—Countdown to Christmas  

 Advent is ‘the final countdown’ to Christmas day and also a really special 

time for the church. Here’s more about why it’s so special. 

The words Advent simply means ‘coming’ – it’s the season when Chris-

tians remember that God came to earth to be born as the Christ child, 

Jesus. God also promised that Jesus will come again at the end of time to 

heal all the world’s hurts and divisions. Advent remembers this amazing 

promise, so it’s a time of hope, of getting ready, and expectation.  

Waiting is hard, but Christmas is worth waiting for – it’s a special time, 

and at its heart is a gift of love from God to the world. Talk about which 

things about Christmas are hard to wait for and which are worth saving 

until the day.  

Here’s what you might see in church during Advent:-  

• Fewer decorations – but there might be greenery instead of flowers. 

This allows us to recognise that the Christian life isn’t all about celebra-

tion. It’s about hope and faith during times of sadness and challenge, 

too. There have been many times in history when God’s people have 

longed for God to come and save them, and there are times in our own 

life when we pray that God would come and help us, too. Those times 

can feel like a long, dark night. We long for the greenery to turn to flow-

ers, just as we long for our sadness and our hope to turn to joy.  

• An Advent wreath with candles on it. One candle is lit each week 

(usually at the start of the service) – often with a special song or prayer. 

Children may be asked to light the candles with a long taper.  

• Advent is a really important time to pray for peace and love to fill the 

world, so you may hear more of these kinds of prayers in church.  
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PRE-COMMUNION COURSE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 7+ 

We are running another pre communion course for our young people who 
must be regular attendees at church and be 7 years old or over. 
 

The dates are 24th November and 1st, 8th and 15th December.  We will start 
at 8.30 am and finish about 10 am and will serve a light breakfast at 8 am.  
 

We will be admitting the children on Sunday 16th December 2018. 
 

There is a sign up sheet on the notice board and the leaders will be Sue 
Boughtwood, Diane Nice and Becky Lees.  If you have any queries please speak 
with Sue or call on 01206 971716  

Over 60’s Luncheon Club 

I was wondering if anyone could spare about 1½ 
hours once a month to help with serving and 
clearing up at the Luncheon Club.  We meet on 
the 2nd Monday of each month. Any help 
would be appreciated. For more details please 
contact Jill Liddamore—07756 873893 

ABBEYGATE BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER AT 2.15 pm 

Entry is free but a retiring collection will be taken which the Band always very 
generously gives to the Church.  Do come along if you can.   
 

We would like to serve refreshments so if you could make a few ‘Christmassy’ 
cakes that would be very helpful and much appreciated.  Thank you. 
  

CHRISTMAS FAIRTRADE 

There is still time to buy Fairtrade Christmas cards, candles, advent 
calendars and other Christmas items. 

When you buy Fairtrade you know you are making a difference. 

Beryl & Alison 
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Bishop Stephen’s Christmas Message 

 
Most of us avoid disruption if we can.  
We go to great lengths to avoid the M25, M11, 
A12 and A13 at the merest whiff of disruption, 
delay or diversion. We give  
trouble a wide berth. We are unlikely to give 
shelter – even in the garage – to a pregnant 
teenager with nowhere to stay.   
  

But during Advent, stress is still etched onto our 
faces as we scurry around Lakeside, Westfield, 
Chelmsford or Colchester, queueing for cards 
and piling up presents, buying things that people 
don’t necessarily want at prices we can’t really 
afford. It makes the carefree summer of 2018 and its scorching heatwave seem 
like a distant dream.   

 Yet Christmas is supposed to be disruptive. God needed to cause unprecedent-
ed disruption to the world. He had to generously transform his relationship 
with us by opening himself up to the reality of the dangers faced by a vulnera-
ble baby and then as a provocative young man. This was the only way to 
change us.  

 The lives of Mary and Joseph were certainly turned upside down. From that 
Christmas morning onwards, the lives of billions of others have been shaken 
and transformed.   

 This Christmas, I look forward to all the joy and laughter that go with family 
gatherings and the usual trappings of a traditional Christmas. And I also look 
forward to finding peace and stillness with God. But I am increasingly aware 
that I probably need something else as well. I need the disruption of Christmas. 
I need the surprise. I need the challenge. And so does the world. So I will also 
be looking for the signs of the glorious disruption that Jesus continues to bring 
to our world and pray that you encounter that true spirit of Christmas too.   
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Afterschool Chillout 
Afterschool Childcare Provision 

Monday to Friday 3pm-6pm 

Indoor & Outdoor Games, Active Learning, Interactive Games  

& So Much More! 

Pick ups from St. George’s Infant School,  

St. George’s Junior School & Kendall Primary School. 

Enrol Your Child :: 07938671064 

www.afterschoolchillout.co.uk 

Administrator 

As you probably know by now, Jon Taylor, our administrator for the last 10 

years, left us in the middle of September.   

In view of the fact that (hopefully) we will shortly be getting a new incumbent 

who may wish to alter the job description, we do not intend to issue a formal 

contract for a replacement until that time. 

Tim, Keith and Beryl will be holding the fort in the short term. However, if 

there is anyone with the necessary admin. and computer skills who can com-

mit to working 2 x 3 hour shifts in the church office (preferably Tuesday and 

Wednesday mornings) on an ad-hoc basis, please have a word with either of 

the wardens. 

Tim 
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KENDALL C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL (our church school) 

A little update of the exciting things happening at Kendall so far this autumn 
term!  

The school has just been awarded the Learning Outside The Classroom Gold 
Mark  - a visit from the council took place and the school have been given the 
award for recognition of exemplary provision!  This is a brilliant milestone 
step for the school in becoming a centre of excellence for outdoor learning!  

Mrs French, the headteacher has spent a week in China building links with a 
sister school;  Jingjiang Binjiang- there’s a more detailed account of every-
thing that she has been experiencing on the schools website, it can be found 
at ;  

http://www.kendallprimary.co.uk/information/chinese-partnership 

There has also been a prayer space available for each class to visit; with the 
help of CYO (Christian Youth Outreach) Mrs Carter provided a calm, quiet and 
reflective space for the children to experience. There were activities for them 
to take part in from remembering ribbons, making doves of peace, Thankful 
table (using play-doh!) fizzy forgiveness and a prayer wall to name a few! De-
pending on the age of the children they all took away and gave something 
different from the time in the space— an enjoyable experience all round.  

A field of clay poppies which were made and painted by all students in the 
school were placed on a grass hill at the school where the children were able 
to take part in a short service of Remembrance for those who fought in past 
wars and who are in the armed forces currently.  

Christmas worship, Key stage 1 nativities, maths week, and lots of other things lined 
up for the last part of the school year are looking to make this half a term an exciting 
one for all!  

Louise Brown 

School Governor 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Claire and Phil are running a BRIC-A-BRAC stall at the Christmas Fayre  
on 1st December and would love to receive  

ANY ITEMS YOU LONGER WANT IN GOOD CONDITION please. 
 

THANK YOU 

http://www.kendallprimary.co.uk/information/chinese-partnership


10 

 

 

 



11 

 

Concorde Singers 
PRESENT 

“RING THE BELLS” 

Conducted by Margaret Notley 

Accompanied by Barbara Cutter 

Joined by 

THE ROWHEDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 

on 

Saturday 8th December 2016 

3.30 pm 

at 

St. Stephen’s Church Centre 

Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

Tickets are £8.00, Children £4.00 

including 

Mulled Wine, Fruit Squash & Christmas Bites 

Tickets available at door or phone 01206 213065 

Free car parking at St George’s School, Canterbury Road 

 .  
PLEASE WILL YOU BAKE A CAKE? 

We are having a CAKE STALL at our Christmas Fayre on 
1st December and it would be lovely if all our brilliant 

cooks could make one of their masterpieces. Please bring 
them along to the church on either Friday evening or the 

morning of the Fayre. 
THANK YOU 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: (Vacancy) 

Administrator: (Vacancy) 

Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm  

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  The Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The January newsletter will be available on January  6th.  Please send any items 

for inclusion to the office as early as possible:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

