PARISH NEWS
January 2019

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

January Services
January 2nd

10.30am Wednesday Communion

January 6th

Epiphany
10.15am Messy Church

January 9th

10.30am Wednesday Communion

January 13th

1st Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Holy Communion and Baptism
Sunday Club

January 16th

10.30am Wednesday Service

January 20th

2nd Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Holy Communion
Sunday Club

January 23rd

10.30am Wednesday Communion

January 27th

3rd Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Holy Communion
Sunday Club All-Age Breakfast

January 30th

10.30am Wednesday Service

February 3rd

4th Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Messy Church
4.00pm Induction and Installation of Rev. Lorraine
Badger-Watts as Rector of the parish
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WORD FROM THE WARDENS
Eternal Lord God, we give you thanks for bringing us through the changes of time to
the beginning of another year. Forgive us the wrong that we have done in the year that
is past, and help us to spend the rest of our days to your honour and glory, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
2019 promises to mark a new chapter in the life of St Stephen’s. We now eagerly
await the arrival of Lorraine, our new Rector, along with her family who will be moving
into the Rectory this month. In the meantime the onus is on the wardens, PCC, and all
of us to ensure that we are ready to greet them. In particular we must ensure that
everything is in place for Lorraine’s institution and induction by Bishop Stephen on
Sunday 3rd February. (Do put that date in your diaries; we would also advise you to
arrive early for the service as we are anticipating a packed church!) Also please pray
for Lorraine and her family at this time of change and as they prepare for their move.
Talk of momentous journeys is highly appropriate given that we are now in the season
of Epiphany (“manifestation”). In Western church tradition, the focus is on the far
travelled Magi or Wise Men who symbolise the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.
Epiphanytide is an apt season to pray for the Church’s worldwide mission: the feast of
the conversion of St Paul – the Apostle to the Gentiles – appropriately falls within this
season as does the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
The period of joyful celebration that begins at Christmas thus continues through the
successive Sundays of Epiphany, ending only with the feast of the Presentation
(Candlemas) on 2nd February. The child who had been manifested to the Magi at his
birth is now recognised by Simeon and Anna when he comes to be presented in the
Temple in accordance with Jewish Law. He is both “a light to the Gentiles,” and, “the
glory of God’s people Israel.” But the redemption he will bring must be won through
suffering. From the Incarnation we are thus directed to the Passion, turning from the
celebrations of Christmas to focus on the mysteries of Easter.
We thank-you for all your support during the past year – a time of great transition; let
us now look forward together to the future with anticipation and renewed commitment.
May God the Father keep you in all your days
May God the Son shield you in all your ways
May God the Spirit bring you healing and peace
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you
And pour upon you blessing and light. Amen

Andrew and Diane
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Colchester Area Conference 2019
Setting God’s People Free
Thriving in the Fullness of Life
St. John’s Church, St. John’s Close, Colchester CO4 0HP
Saturday 26 January 2019
9.30 am – 3.30 pm
The keynote speaker for the 2019 Colchester Conference is Nick Shepherd, Programme Director for Setting God’s People Free.
Setting God’s People Free is a Church of England initiative seeking to build up
the whole people of God, with a confident faith and vision for the Kingdom of
God, which is lived out in homes, schools, communities and places of work.

We have to book in blocks of 5 people so, to book, please fill in a space on the
booking form on the notice board and I will send them off as they are filled.
Bookings must be received by 24 January 2019 so please do this as soon as possible so we can get at least some places.
Please note—you will need to bring your own lunch and a re-usable cup if possible.
Tim.
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CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COLLECTING BOXES
The collecting boxes last year raised just under £500. Can we do it again this
year? Every year the total amount collected surprises me. No matter how
tightly people are squeezed cash wise the contents of the boxes still raise an
amazing amount.
The Children’s Society helps many young people each year – such as Molly who
had to care for her mum, who suffered from depression and heart problems;
her dad, who had a severe head injury; her step-dad, who was recovering from
open heart surgery; and her nan who was blind. There wasn’t a day went by
when Molly didn’t have to help at least one of her family members. She had to
clean, cook meals, pick up medicines, sort post, do washing and pay bills. She
had to juggle these responsibilities while studying for her exams. She didn’t
have time for a social life or go out with friends that other children her age
were doing. Molly felt her caring duties were never ending, but she knew that
she couldn’t stop or her family members would suffer. Fortunately donations
from supporters helped run the ‘Young Carers in Focus’ programme, which
gives young carers like Molly a respite from their caring duties. They are
helped to meet other carers so that they know they are not alone and hold one
-to-one and group sessions with them so they can talk about their challenges
and get the specialist support they need.
So thank you box holders, your contributions are much appreciated and if anyone else is interested in having a collecting box please let me know. With
many charities nowadays you have to sign up to a regular donation. With the
boxes you just pop in your small change which you barely notice. The downside is that many people no longer use cash and don’t have small change.
However there are still a few of us dinosaurs to keep them going for a while!!
Beryl

New Arrival at Abbeyfield
Mark and Naomi Snelling (Abbeyfield Community) are pleased
to announce the arrival of their new son, Connor, at 1.46am on
28th December, weighing 8lb 1 oz.
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HEATING.
You may have noticed over Christmas that things were not as warm as they
usually are in church. We apologise for this problem which was due to the boilers not firing up properly. One boiler has had to be fitted with a new gas valve
and, as soon as that was done, the other boiler failed due to an electrical problem. We thank Mal for all his time spent over the holiday period negotiating
with the plumber to fix the problems. All should be well now on a temporary
basis although, in the longer term, it is likely that both boilers will need to be
replaced.

FOLLOW THE STAR
We followed the national theme
of “Follow the Star” this year over
the Christmas period.
The “Tree Service” on Christmas
Eve was well attended and the
tree was decorated in stars of all
sizes.
The service was led by Sue
Boughtwood and the Christmas
story was performed by the children (who were all given a costume as they arrived) , directed
and choreographed by none other than Caesar Augustus (see picture).
Unfortunately the young lady who was seen climbing into a star costume in
the foyer later changed her mind and wanted to be a king so we had to use
our imaginations when it came to following the star. The sheep and most of
the shepherds went the same way. Kings, apparently, are “in” this year!
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STREET PASTORS
Many of you have heard about Street Pastors but not everyone knows what we
do. I am very passionate about the work that we do on the streets of Colchester even after being a SP for nearly 9 years, It can be and is a very challenging,
and uplifting experience. So here is a bit of background about who we are and
what we do. We are all volunteers, inter-denominational and from the local
churches in and around Colchester. SP was set up by Jes Isaac, a vicar, in London in response to urban problems. We are a charity and are under the Ascension Trust. Some of our training consists of drug and alcohol awareness, first
aid, trafficking and our roles and responsibilities. We come from different
backgrounds, hospital workers, dentists, teachers, the retired (several of our
SPs are over 70) I’m not in that category yet! We work in partnership with the
SOS bus, military and civilian police, CCTV, the doormen and women and Colchester Borough Council. We are thoroughly DBS checked because we work
with some very vulnerable people. The commitment after training is once a
month on a Friday or Saturday evening. We go out with 3 or more SPs from
10pm till 4am. The core nature of our work is listening, caring and helping,
keeping people safe. We are non-judgemental and we give our time and love
to anyone and everyone (even the door people). The Gospel is at the heart of
what we do and why we do it. The Good Samaritan in Luke 10: 30-37 is a good
example of how we work. We don’t pass on by.
We wear a uniform; jackets, beanies, caps, ruck sack emblazoned with STREET
PASTORS. Our equipment consists of flip flops, first-aid kit, latex gloves, bible,
torch, spare blankets, bottled water and most important, radios. We are on
the same radio band as all the organisations we are in partnership with. The
work is very fulfilling, challenging and it’s amazing what God is doing out there
in/on our streets. I will be writing a bit more about our work in February’s
newsletter.

Yvonne
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY
Rector: (Vacancy)
Administrator: (Vacancy)
Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley

The Church Office is open on:
Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tel: 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918
Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King
For Centre bookings contact: The Church Office

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213

The February newsletter will be available on February 3rd. Please send any
items for inclusion to the office as early as possible:
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to
put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the
Thursday.
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