PARISH NEWS
February 2019

All the latest news from the
Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
February 3rd

4th Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Messy Church
4.00pm Induction & Installation of Revd. Lorraine
Badger-Watts as Rector of St Stephen’s

February 6th

10.30am Wednesday Communion + Fellowship Lunch

February 10th

5th Sunday after Epiphany
10.15am Holy Communion
Sunday Club in the hall

February 13th

10.30am Wednesday Communion

February 17th

3rd Sunday before Lent
10.15am Holy Communion
No Sunday Club

February 20th

10.30am Wednesday Communion

February 24th

2nd Sunday before Lent
10.15am Holy Communion
Sunday Club All-Age Breakfast in the hall

February 27th

10.30am Wednesday Communion
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Word from the Wardens
Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we
recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the
Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was
purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their Lord, as we today sing of his glory. In this Eucharist, we celebrate
both the joy of his coming and his searching judgment, looking back to the days of his
birth and forward to the coming days of his passion.
(Introduction to Eucharist on the Feast of the Presentation)
As noted last month, 2nd February marks the festival of Candlemas – which we celebrate this morning. During the Sundays of February, we then come under what the
Church Year calls “Ordinary Time” – signified by the colour green. “Ordinary Time” it
may be, but for ourselves at St Stephen’s these times are anything but ordinary!
This afternoon at 4pm, the Revd Lorraine Badger-Watts will be instituted by the Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, and inducted by the Archdeacon of
Stanstead, the Ven Robin King, as our new Rector. It promises to be a very special service indeed and much hard work has gone on behind the scenes to ensure that everything runs smoothly; out thanks to all who have contributed.
So it is with great pleasure that we officially welcome Lorraine, along with Carleton
and their family to New Town and the Hythe, May we welcome them warmly and help
them to settle in to what must seem a very different environment from Lorraine’s previous incumbency!
Diane and I would like, on your behalf, to thank the PCC for their tireless efforts: Producing the Parish Profile (a very fine publication, even if we say so ourselves) in good
time enabled us to advertise the post and subsequently interview three candidates. It
may have seemed longer at times (ah! The cares of responsibility) but the Vacancy
has only lasted some ten months – for the C of E that is but a twinkling of the eyes!
We also extend our thanks to our neighbouring parishes of Berechurch and Christchurch, Bishop Roger, Archdeacon Annette and to all who have helped support us
during this time. We trust that as many of them as possible will be able to be present
this afternoon as we embark on a new chapter in the life of this parish.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Diane, my fellow warden. Diane is
currently in hospital undergoing a hip joint replacement; consequently she is sadly
absent from our celebrations. Over the past seven years she has proved an assiduous
and highly dedicated Warden and has been a joy to work with. We wish her a full and
speedy recovery.
Yesterday I turned 60 and the times are a’changing for me also. After some 35 years I
have retired from the NHS and thus hope to have more time to serve you and the
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and the community more effectively.
I certainly look forward to becoming a regular member of the Wednesday fellowship. I
also hope that such experience as I have gained over recent years will prove helpful to
Lorraine as she commences her incumbency. Because having successfully negotiated
the Vacancy, we now enter unchartered waters. For the good ship St Stephen’s, under
a new captain, it must be a case of all hands on deck to enable us to traverse rippling
currents and treacherous tides in order to weigh anchor in the Promised Land!
Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed them the infant King.
Give us grace to put all our trust in your promises, and the patience to wait for their
fulfilment;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Andrew and Diane

ELECTORAL ROLL
(CHURCH MEMBERSHIP LIST)
Every six years the Electoral Roll, which is the membership
list for St Stephen’s, has to be completely revised which means everyone
whether or not they are on the current Electoral Roll have to complete an application form. This has to be complete for presentation at the PCC meeting
on 1st April and at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 28th April. The
revision will start on 17th February and the final day for application is 17th
March.
You are eligible to be included if you are over 16, baptised and have regularly
attended St Stephen’s during the past six months. Being on the Church Roll
gives you the right to vote at the Annual Meeting and is necessary if you are
interested in standing as a Church
Warden, PCC member or Deanery Synod representative. Forms are available
from the church office. Ask for a form if you would like to be included. Please
note that the church Electoral Roll has nothing to do with the Electoral Register which gives us the right to vote in local elections.
Beryl
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In the latest DEANERY YOUTH NEWS the Colchester Area Youth
Champion, Beks Korniej, writes:
“Thank you so much for all you’re doing to help and encourage young people
across the Colchester area. I do hope everything is going well with your ministry. It’s fabulous to hear about the fun and creative ways the youth and schools
workers across the area are encouraging and equipping young people to grow
in life, faith and discipleship. I particular love seeing and hearing about the
amazing things young people can do when given responsibility and the opportunity to lead and share about their relationship with God.
I’d like to encourage you through 2019 to aim to include opportunities within
your ministry and that of your church to listen to young people and give them
mission and ministry responsibilities. Jesus was only 12 years old when he went
into the temple and stunned the priests and teachers with his wisdom and understanding. Of course being Jesus his DNA gave him an advantage to our 12
year olds. Never the less those priests and teachers set a great example by listening to him and they learnt from him as he shared about his Father. I know
from personal experience that we too can learn much from young people when
we listen and they’re given space to share about their relationships and
knowledge of both their earthly family and their heavenly Father.”
Young people are often concerned about social justice issues both internationally and locally. Are your church going to be members of Colchester Citizen’s
Alliance?
Training day on 9th February
* Organising People and Money for
Justice
* Issues and Actions
* Testimonies and Stories
* Decisions and Conclusions
At Highwoods Methodist Church, Jack
Andrews Drive, Colchester, CO4 9FF
Saturday 9 February 9.30 am – 3 pm
Let Sue Wood know if you can make it: woodsinmarkstey@hotmail.com
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Let There Be Light.... at St. Stephen's
'Wing and a Prayer', the excellent youth theatre company team based at St. Mary's,
Great Baddow, are bringing their musical 'Let There Be Light' to St. Stephen's, Colchester on the evening of Saturday 9th March, at 7pm. It should be quite an evening.
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AN INVITATION
to join Mark and Naomi and the Abbeyfield Community Project for
their annual celebration which this year will be held at The Abbey
Field Centre (former Garrison Gym) and led by a number of people
from the Pioneer Hub. The Mercury Theatre, current lease holders,
are real people of peace, welcoming ACP and wanting Christian worship to be included in the ongoing programme of community
events.
Details:
ACP Celebration and Worship event: Sunday, 10th February
Where: The Abbey Field Centre, South Circular Rd, CO2 7UW
Time: 6.30pm
Guest Speaker: Dan Pierce, Pioneer Minister at Beaulieu Park (new
housing estate), Chelmsford.

CHRISTMAS FAIRTRADE
Just a few months ago we heard that Traidcraft, from
where we source most of our Fairtrade goods, were in
trouble and would probably cease trading at the end of
2018. The problem was caused by a rise in taxes and other charges when they had already printed their catalogues. They honoured the
prices in the catalogues losing a fair amount of money in the process. However,
because of people like us, they survived and are still trading albeit with a reduced number of goods available.
We spent about £225 on Christmas goods alone which is fantastic. It means the
producers and growers continue to receive a fair price for what they produce,
which helps them to contribute towards their community projects.

You also spent £70 on candles and contributed a little to church funds as we
added a small mark-up on the price paid. All-in-all a good result, thank you.
Beryl and Alison
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Christmas Carol singing
Thank you for everyone that came carol singing back in December. We collected an amazing £131.46 for Beacon House Colchester homeless charity. We had
some new people join us this year which was great, and this year we visited
more local roads. Following the singing we returned to the church for some
superb soup and Hot dogs. Thank you to everyone that got involved it was a
great way to start Christmas. Hopefully we can repeat the same this year. Next
Christmas we may expand our efforts because this year friends from Wimpole
Rd Methodists joined us.
When I visited Beacon House to collect the pots to put the donations in, the
lady said to me it doesn't matter how much you raise it's great that you're
thinking of us and spreading our message that Beacon House is here to help the
homeless. This struck me as I had been thinking it's all about raising money for
the charity but really there is a bigger picture. People seem to enjoy seeing us,
in previous years we have collected for the Hospice and the food bank.
Here is the note from Beacon House:

On behalf of the staff and service users at Beacon House, I would like to thank
all at St Stephen's Church for your very generous gift of £131.46 raised through
the street collection. With over 250 current service users at any one time we
are very grateful to all the people who donate to us.
The general public starts to think about homelessness at this time of year, as
the days become colder and darker, and we are grateful to those who contact
us wanting to help. It's a great opportunity for us to educate and engage people in what they can do locally to change the lives of some of the most vulnerable in our community
With kind regards
Jan Cross
Administrator
BEACON HOUSE
24 Crouch Street, Colchester, CO3 3ES
Many thanks for coming to sing, prepare food and help.
Chris Liddamore and Mike Watkins
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STREET PASTORS
WHO ARE WE - Christian volunteers from a number of churches in Colchester.
WHAT WE DO - care for people to help them enjoy a safe evening out.
WHY
WE DO IT - because it’s the sort of thing we believe Jesus would do.
When we go out on the streets we need to know all kinds of information like
OPENROAD – drop in for drugs and alcohol advice. LIFE LINES a counselling service. NIGHT SHELTER, Samaritans’, women’s aid, soup run, Beacon House. It is
amazing what God is doing out on the streets of Colchester and I’m sure not only
in Colchester but up and down the country wherever there are SPs. God seems to
put the right SPs on for that night in anticipation for the events that are about to
occur. Once a team was out walking and a guy came up to them and said ‘God
doesn’t exist’. So the team members delved a bit deeper into why he said this. He
had had a traumatic experience plus a divorce and he turned to drugs and alcohol.
He said he knew God once but not anymore. An hour and a half later he mentioned Alpha. A team member said that an Alpha course is starting next week at
his church and invited him to come along. Well it just so happened he was sofa
surfing at a friend’s house across the road to that church. Yes he did come along
for all of the 13 sessions and his life was transformed. I’m a great believer in divine appointments. Another example of God’s wonderful presence was when a
group of SPs were walking along Eld Lane. In the distance a group of 6 men were
shouting and yelling at each other. Off came their shirts, fists out ready for the
fight. As the SPs drew closer (2 yards away) one of them turned around and in a
blink of an eye they all disappeared. The team stood there a little aghast, and
thanked God for bringing peace into that situation, which could have easily turned
quite bloody and vicious. Later on 3 of the men came and thanked the team for
saving them and then asked them to pray for them. This is just 2 examples of God
at work. Every weekend we see miraculous things happening. It certainly builds
up our faith and trust in God when we see and hear these things. Having said that
we are never in any danger. We look after each other. We know what our roles
and responsibilities are and we wouldn’t do anything to compromise the safety of
the team. I must admit I’m the Joker of the pack. I’m a northerner and I find it
easy to make conversation with anybody. The people of Colchester know the SPs
very well now. We have been on the streets for 12 years now. We often get hugs
from people and occasionally a donation which goes into the SP account. If you
would like any information on the SPs please ask me. We will be happy to speak
at any groups or organisations.
To visit our website go to www.colcheserstreetpastors.org.uk
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Yvonne

Camping at Thorrington - Friday July 12th to Sunday 14th July 2019
Have no fear we are not going just yet!
For the fifth year running we have booked a return to Thorrington for a camping extravaganza. We have the indoor accommodation which can sleep 14 people and then the fallen log campsite which is a lovely big open site set in the
woods. More details soon but we thought we would let you know the date in
advance.
It is a very relaxed weekend and a chance to unwind just a few miles away.
Last year we had great weather the children played the adults talked. We had
our usual fish and chips on the Friday, superb open fire and joint BBQ on the
Saturday. The human table football was also great fun.
Please save the date and talk to us if you would like any more details. We really welcome all ages to this weekend it is a good opportunity to invite your
friends and neighbours who would enjoy the relaxed friendly atmosphere. We
encourage you to come whatever your situation. Day visitors on the Saturday
are also welcome for a small cost and some people just come for the Saturday
evening BBQ.
Thorrington has slightly changed it's booking system on the indoor accommodation for this year but the price is £11 a night with the camping around £5.50
per person per night and free for under 5's. More details soon.
Debbie and Chris Liddamore
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COLLECTING BOXES
In last month’s newsletter I mentioned the fantastic work the Children’s Society do helping children and young people who are really struggling. However
I forgot to mention that it was time (again!) to collect in the boxes for emptying so thank you very much all those who have given me their boxes. Please
could I have some more? Thank you very much.
Beryl
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY
Rector: Revd. Lorraine Badger-Watts
Administrator: (Vacancy)
Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley
The Church Office is open on:
Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm (Beryl)
Tel: 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918
Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King
For Centre bookings contact: The Church Office
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213

The March newsletter will be available on March 3rd. Please send any items
for inclusion to the office as early as possible:
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to
put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the
Thursday.
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