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SERVICES IN MARCH 
 
March 3rd   Sunday before Lent 
   10.15am Messy Church 
   6.30pm  Evening Worship 
 
March 6th  Ash Wednesday 
   10.30am Wednesday Communion  
   7.30pm Holy Communion 
 
March 10th  Lent 1 
   10.15am Holy Communion  
   10.15am  Sunday Club in the hall 
    

March 13th 10.30am  Wednesday Communion  
 
March 17th Lent 2 
   10.15am  Holy Communion (with First Communion for 
   those currently doing the course) 
   10.15am  Sunday Club in the hall 
    
March 20th 10.30am  Wednesday Morning Prayer 
    
March 24th Lent 3 
   10.15am  Holy Communion 
   10.15am  Sunday Club All-Age Breakfast 
    

March 27th 10.30am  Wednesday Communion 
 
March 31st  Mothering Sunday 
   10.15am  Holy Communion 
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 From Lorraine 

 

It has been lovely to be welcomed into the community of St Stephen’s. As I sit 
here in the Rectory writing this short piece for the newsletter I’m thinking over 
all the people and places I’ve visited over the last four weeks. I have seen 
praise and worship, fellowship, hospitality, love and care for one another and I 
hope that you all are able to give yourselves a ‘pat on the back’ and realised 
what a gift you have in the family of St Stephen’s.  

As I start my calling amongst you all I am hoping to initially listen and learn. To 
hear your stories and understand the journey that you have all been on up to 
this point. From this point on together we need to identify our strengths and 
also those things that need some work and consider where God is calling us to 
in this new season at St Stephen’s.  

I think that is why in my induction service I chose the Emmaus road passage. 
For me this is a story of Jesus coming alongside his followers and listening to 
their story, being with them along the road, explaining things that were diffi-
cult, telling them about God’s promises to them and then in the breaking of 
the bread allowing the Holy Spirit to touch their hearts.  

The phrase ‘were not our hearts burning within us’ was the moment that they 

knew that they had encountered the risen Lord. It was in recognising Jesus 

that they recognised their calling and rushed straight back to Jerusalem to  

carry on the work that they had been set.   

As we come to the period in the church calender called ‘Lent’, we are called to 
strip away some of the things that pull us away from God. We are called to 
pray more, listen more and study the bible more. That is why we often have 
Lent courses-this year is no different and I encourage you to come along and 
join in (Wednesday Nights at St Stephen’s, 7.30pm). Our lives are often so 
busy and Lent encourages us to focus our minds on God just for 40 days and 
40 nights.  

My prayer is that for us is that when we meet in Jesus’s name, whether that 
be in Toddlers, Sunday School, Youth Club, homegroups, PCC meetings, with 
prayer partners, in our worship together and in all the other things we are in-
volved in, we will recognise the risen Lord and then rush out to carry on the 
work we’ve been set. Please do join me in praying that God will show us his 
vision for our future.  

cont        
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 cont . . . . 
 

God of Mission 
Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our actions, 

And power to our witness. 
Help our church to grow in numbers, 

In spiritual commitment to you, 
And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.                              

Leading your Church into Growth Prayer 2018 

 Word from the Wardens 
 

Now is the healing time decreed for sins of heart and word and deed 
When we in humble fear record the wrong that we have done the Lord 

 

As we enter March, amid signs of an early Spring, we also enter the season of 
Lent – signified by purple. Lent originally followed Epiphany but it soon became 
linked to Easter as the principal occasion for baptism and the reconciliation of 
those who had been excluded from the Church’s fellowship. In addition, the 
whole Christian community was invited to join in study and repentance, the 
extension of which over forty days would serve as a reminder of the forty days 
that Jesus spent in the wilderness, being tested by Satan. 
 
We shall be holding a Lent Course at St Stephen’s, open to all, based around 40 
acts for Lent - look out for details. Also, following the Wednesday service, there 
will be three Lent Lunches – the proceeds going to Christian Aid. Again, the invi-
tation is open to all to support this venture. Our services for Lent begin with the 
Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday – at 10.30am and 7.30pm. 
 

We shall be holding a Lent Course at St Stephen’s, open to all, based around 40 
acts for Lent - look out for details. Also, following the Wednesday service, there 
will be three Lent Lunches – the proceeds going to Christian Aid. Again, the invi-
tation is open to all to support this venture. Our services for Lent begin with the 
Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday – at 10.30am and 7.30pm. 
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As has happened before, this column is subject to being overtaken by events! 
Last month I wrote that Diane was in hospital having her hip replacement. As I 
am sure you know, unfortunately her operation was cancelled. This did how-
ever have the benefit of enabling Diane to attend Lorraine’s Induction. Diane 
was subsequently given a new date by the hospital; so – all things being equal 
– she should now be recovering from her procedure. We send her our best 
wishes. 
 

Lastly, our thanks to everyone involved in Lorraine’s Institution and Induction 
last month, ensuring that everything ran smoothly. I know that there were 
many complimentary remarks about the catering as there also was regarding 
the music. We pray that this new season for our church will be one of hope 
and growth. 
 

Risen Lord and Saviour, present among us with the wealth of your love 
Cleanse us from sin and give us the faith to offer our praise and grow in your grace. 
 
 
 

Andrew and Diane 

 
 

GARDENING ROTA 

Our gardening rota is looking a bit depleted 

so it’s time to start again.  Could you help 

out by taking responsibility for keeping the 

front of the church and the car park tidy for one month each year?    You 

would need to mow the grass, deadhead the roses, weed the flowerbeds, 

prune when necessary and generally keep the area looking well-cared for.  The 

back garden has its own gardeners so there is no need to worry about that.  (If 

you work in pairs it’s more fun!)  There will be sign-up on the noticeboard so 

please help if you can. 

Many, many thanks to those who are still gardening and all those who have 

helped in the past but who are no longer able to do so any more.  We do ap-

preciate all your work although we are very bad at telling you so!  

Church Centre Management. Committee 
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 ELECTORAL ROLL  

(CHURCH MEMBERSHIP LIST) 

 

Every six years the Electoral Roll, which is the membership list 
for St Stephen’s, has to be completely revised which means 
everyone whether or not they are on the current Electoral Roll have to com-
plete an application form.   This has to be complete for presentation at the PCC 
meeting on 1st April and at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 28th April.  
The revision will start on 17th February and the final day for application is 17th 
March.   

You are eligible to be included if you are over 16, baptised and have regularly 
attended St Stephen’s during the past six months.  Being on the Church Roll 
gives you the right to vote at the Annual Meeting and is necessary if you are 
interested in standing as a Church Warden, PCC member or Deanery Synod 
representative.  Forms are available from the church office.  Ask for a form if 
you would like to be included.  Please note that the church Electoral Roll has 
nothing to do with the Electoral Register which gives us the right to vote in 
local elections.   
 

Beryl 

 

LENT LUNCHES 

You are invited again this year to join us for lunch during Lent on 6th, 20th 
and 27th March (in lieu of holding a street 
collection for Christian Aid).  There will be a 
choice of soup, bread and fruit for which you 
are asked to make a donation.  Last year you 
donated £355, Keith donated £94, the pro-
ceeds of a Saturday morning Chillout and a 
further donation of £18 was made during 
Christian Aid Week.  The total of £467 was 
forwarded to the Colchester Christian Aid 

Committee and was the second highest of the town 
churches!  Can we do the same again this year – or even 
come first?!! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjV0ODk4dTgAhWCsnEKHfBIBi8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fvegetable-soup-bread-rolls.html&psig=AOvVaw2shnx-i9T2XKv2_FqTB_EU&u
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LENT 2019 

Lent starts this month and we will be following the 40 Acts Generosity Chal-

lenge. You can sign up for daily challenges e-mailed to your in-box to get you 

showing acts of kindness or generosity in the community each day during Lent. 

Don’t worry, you will not be tested at the end, but it may give you some ideas 

you had never considered before. St Stephen’s is known for it’s warm welcome 

and hospitality to visitors. Lets take that out into the community. Go to 

https://40acts.org.uk/  and sign up now. 

To support the challenge we will be holding Lent Groups in the church on 

Wednesday evenings— 7.30pm beginning on 13th March using the 40 Acts ma-

terials and looking at the themes of 

• Brave 

• United 

• Gifted 

• Planted                                                                

• Responsive 

• Connected 

• Forgiven  

Our normal homegroups are urged to suspend 

their activities during Lent and join in these 

central sessions. 

40 Acts are on Facebook too. 

Go to  https://www.facebook.com/40acts/ 

and start following today 
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Let There Be Light.... at St. Stephen's 
'Wing and a Prayer', the excellent youth theatre company team based at St. 

Mary's, Great Baddow, are bringing their musical 'Let There Be Light' to St. 

Stephen's, Colchester on the evening of Saturday 9th March, at 7pm. It should 

be quite an evening.  Admission Free! 
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Did You Know? 

St Leonard’s Church on Hythe Hill is open every Tuesday from 12.00—

2.00pm. Why not take the opportunity to escape the rat race for a bit of 

peace and quiet  and to pray for this area of our parish which often 

seems to get overlooked. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

Our APCM is rapidly approaching. It will be held on Sunday 28th April (the Sun-

day after Easter). 

Will those folk who normally write a Group Report, or who have taken over 

leadership of a group during the year, please let Tim have a brief report on 

what your group has been up to during the year. These will be collated and 

made available a couple of weeks before the APCM so please get them in as 

soon as possible. 

Please e-mail if possible to tim_nice7@hotmail.com  or  

office@ststephens-colchester.org 

Don’t forget, also, that if you want to stand for election as Churchwarden or 

PCC Member you have to be on the Electoral Roll which is being completely re-

written this year. Even if you have been on the roll for many years you have to 

sign up again this year. Please see Beryl for a form. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTj7Or49TgAhWUsnEKHZ8eD94QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stleonard-at-the-hythe.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw26CdwtK3Qqvi8dw07JHt3a&ust=1551111632042117
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A couple of FAIRTRADE events for your 
diary from Jo at St Luke’s….  
 

The first is a Fairtrade breakfast in Lion Walk URC 
Church Hall on 2 March from 9.30 am - celebrating 
Fairtrade Fortnight and in particular 

Traidcraft reaching 40 years of trading.  If you are in town do pop in - you would 
be very welcome and there should also be some bargains available! 

 

As the above is taking place in Fairtrade fortnight - and so we don’t clash - my 
own Spring event is slightly later than usual - which is good because this invite 
is slightly later than usual as I have been away in Uganda which delayed me a 
bit! 

 

So…you are also warmly invited to our Spring FAIRTRADE event 

 

@ The Oak Tree Coffee House 

Unit 4 Highwoods Square 

Colchester C04 4BB 

 

On Saturday 23 March 
 

Do pop in any time from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm   
 

There will be 10% discount available for all craft purchases or  
orders made on the day. 
 

Cakes, pastries, sandwiches, Fairtrade coffee and tea etc also available for pur-
chase from The Coffee House as usual - come in for a cuppa and shop in com-
fort. 

 

Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Thank you 
Jo Rassell 
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Camping at Thorrington - Friday July 12th to Sunday 14th July 2019 
 
Have no fear we are not going just yet! 
 
For the fifth year running we have booked a return to Thorrington for a camp-
ing extravaganza. We have the indoor accommodation which can sleep 14 peo-
ple and then the fallen log campsite which is a lovely big open site set in the 
woods. More details soon but we thought we would let you know the date in 
advance. 
 
It is a very relaxed weekend and a chance to unwind just a few miles away. 
Last year we had great weather the children played the adults talked. We had 
our usual fish and chips on the Friday, superb open fire and joint BBQ on the 
Saturday.  The human table football was also great fun. 
 
Please save the date and talk to us if you would like any more details. We real-
ly welcome all ages to this weekend it is a good opportunity to invite your 
friends and neighbours who would enjoy the relaxed friendly atmosphere. We 
encourage you to come whatever your situation. Day visitors on the Saturday 
are also welcome for a small cost and some people just come for the Saturday 
evening BBQ. 
 
Thorrington has slightly changed it's booking system on the indoor accommo-
dation for this year but the price is £11 a night with the camping around £5.50 
per person per night and free for under 5's. More details soon. 
 
Debbie and Chris Liddamore 

 

POSIES FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Saturday 30th March at 10 am 
 
 

Whether or not you usually help with arranging the church flowers, please will 
you consider helping put posies together for Mothering Sunday. The flowers 
will be provided but if you are able to bring some greenery and lend a hand 
that would be very helpful. With lots of help, it doesn’t take long and it’s good 
fun.  There’s an opportunity to polish the brasses as well if flowers are not your 
thing. 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd. Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator: (Vacancy) 

Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm  

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Diane Nice and Andrew King 

For Centre bookings contact:  The Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The April newsletter will be available on March 31st.   

Please send any items for inclusion to the office as early as possible:  

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

