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July 7th   Trinity 3 
  10.15 am  Messy Church  
    6.30 pm Evening Worship 
 
July 10th 10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
July 14th Trinity 4 
  The majority of the congregation will be at Thorrington but  
  there will still be a service for the few of us remaining. 
  10.15 am   Holy Communion 
  No Sunday Club  
 
July 17th 10.30 am  Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
July 21st Trinity 5 
  10.15 am All-Age Holy Communion 
   No Sunday Club until September (School Holiday) 
 
July 24th  10.30 am Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
July 28th Trinity 6 
  10.15 am  All-Age Holy Communion  
 
July 31st 10.30 am Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
 

July Services 
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 A message from Rev Lorraine 

I’m generally not an observant person. If Carl and I walk down the street, Carl will often 

say ‘Did you see who that was?’, it could have been Tom Jones and I’d probably not 

have noticed.  

Yet in summertime something changes. Even, if like me, you’re not observant you’d 

think you couldn’t but help notice the beauty of all that surrounds us,-the light of 

beautiful sunrises and sunsets, the flowers (or the weeds if you look in my garden) dis-

playing their colours and glory to the world. But to my folly I hardly ever notice. I’m 

normally so busy going from A to B and being preoccupied with the thoughts in my 

head, I miss it all. 

As a Priest we are encouraged to meet regularly with a spiritual director* and last year 

I remember my spiritual director encouraging me to spend more time noticing with all 

my senses. She urged me take a short walk daily and, on that walk, to spend time being 

with God in nature; to listen to the sounds around me, to hear the birds chirping and 

see them busily working in the trees, to look carefully at the flowers, their shapes, tex-

tures and even how they feel to the touch.  

As I did this I became more and more aware of the amazing nature of God. In slowing 

down and just ‘being’ I was able to see the wonders of our created world and my heart 

sang in thanks to God for his precious gift to us. The world seemed to slow down a bit 

and life felt more within my control.  

 ‘Consider the lilies, how they grow; they do not labour or toil’ Luke 12:27 

These verses remind us that Jesus too noticed and he learnt from noticing. The flowers 

that Jesus spoke of grew even whilst appearing to do nothing, they just drank in the 

sun’s rays and they then grew into what God had created them to be. Those flowers 

became even more beautiful than the mighty King Solomon in all his splendour. 

Now as summertime is here, it’s an opportunity for us to notice, to slow down and may 

we too continue to soak up God’s light and grow into what God has called us to be. 
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Word from the Wardens 
 

We are now firmly in the season of Trinity – as denoted by the green banners and 
altar frontals. Of course, there is a sense in which every Sunday is a celebration of the 
Trinity, because the whole Trinity is at work in every moment of creation, redemption 
and sanctification. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love. Hold us firm in this faith that we may 
know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three 
Persons yet one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

If explaining the idea of the Trinity can prove complex and elusive, one simple truth 
lies at its heart: The Holy Trinity is the perfect embodiment of a community defined 
by love – a love that not only sustains the individual members of the Trinity, but 
which radiates outwards to embrace all Creation. 
 

The Church, at its best, also reflects and enacts out such a love in its life and mission. 
On Sunday, June 23rd, owing to Lorraine’s indisposition, Sam (with his inspired word) 
and Christine (through the gift of celebration) stepped into the breach to assist me in 
leading this service.  Thanks also to Martin for his calm and steady support. It was 
truly a shining example of the community of faith in action. We must also record con-
gratulations to Sam for being selected for ordination training; may God bless him and 
Becky as their lives assume a new direction. 
 

The holiday season will shortly be upon us, but there is still much to do and partici-
pate in: The Camping Weekend at Thorrington (12th-14th July); the Abbeygate Band 
Summer Concert on Wednesday 24th July; 1st Class Brass Summer Concert on Satur-
day 13th July, to name but a few. May we also commend the Adult Badminton and 
Table Tennis sessions which occur on the first Friday evening of each month. 
 

Nor must our horizons be limited to the purely parochial as we continue to discern 
the most appropriate way to develop links with our neighbouring parishes. Please 
especially remember St Margaret’s Berechurch, as after some 12 years the Revd An-
drew Fordyce will be leaving there for pastures new. As St Margaret’s helped us out 
during our Vacancy, we now have an opportunity to reciprocate that support. Recall 
the example of the Trinity: the whole is a far more potent force than the three indi-
vidual members. Bearing that in mind, let us recall the words of our Saviour: 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Andrew and Martin 
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Camping at Thorrington 

Friday July 12th to Sunday 14th July 2019  

 

Hello everyone here are some final details for the weekend away. There is still time for 

you to join us. 
 

We once again have booked the fallen log campsite at Thorrington scout camp site for 

this weekend away. In addition we are currently holding a booking for the Papillon 

which is an indoor facility sleeping 14 people on bunk beds. The Papillion is a clean 

functional building with kitchen, dining room and toilet. The rooms are split into two 

rooms with two bunk beds, a four bed room with bunk beds and a six bed room with 

bunk beds. Thorrington is a lovely wooded location and only 20 minutes from Colches-

ter. A sheet is needed for the indoor facility to cover the mattress and then a duvet or 

sleeping bag. It's about a 2 minute walk from the Papillon to the campsite.  
 

The fallen log campsite is set in the woods and is big enough to hold a large number of 

campers. This is the biggest area on the scout camp site.  
 

The weekend is open to all ages and some people come for one night, one day or just 

the Saturday evening. It is really flexible and open to all ages whether on our own or in 

a family. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Please arrive from 5pm on the Friday to set up camping. Please note this is not compul-

sory and of course you can arrival later. We cannot get the cars on site but very close 

and we normally borrow a large pull along cart to get items to the site. It's about 50 

metres from the car. After unloading we move the cars to the car park. 
 

There are optional fish and chips which a group of kind people collect for whoever 

would like some on the Friday for tea. We Then relax around the fire while enjoying a 

sip of your favourite tipple. If we are lucky some people sing and play any instruments 

they bring. 
 

The Saturday is relaxed and we may book some on site activities that cost a few 

pounds. We set up some sport activities on our site. Some people sit and read, some 

people go for a walk. For tea we arrange a group BBQ and share food which people 

bring. This is sometimes where people join us for the evening although you can just 

come for the Friday. We normally then attend the large campfire for a sing song, run by 

our pal Wes the legend before returning to our site for a more relaxed fire.   
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 We ask people to bring their own food for the weekend. For the BBQ could please 

bring gluten free sausages and burgers to share with any rolls salad and sauces. We will 

set up a separate bbq for vegetarian and special requirement food, but we hope the 

rest of the bbq food can be shared as it was very difficult last time with Martin cooking 

a lot of individual food which this time we would like to avoid.  
 

On Sunday we attend the "Scout's Own" 15 minute outside act of worship before nor-

mally breaking camp after lunch. The site is around 20 minute drive from our church.  
 

All the above is very relaxed there is never any pressure to do anything. People dip in 

and out of whatever they fancy. We have a fully working kitchen in the indoor accom-

modation. There are showers and toilets on site.  
 

We may book the make your own raft for Saturday which could be fun and a little wet 

please bring a swimming costume or something you don't mind getting wet if you 

would like to get involved. Obviously if you build your raft well I am sure you would 

stay dry!  
 

Prices per person per night for a bunk bed is £11 a night with the camping around 

£5.50 per person per night and free for under 5's. Full Day visitors are charged at £2.50 

with evening visitor £1 
 

It would be great if you could please indicate on the signup sheet in the foyer if you are 

coming and whether you are likely to camp or use the indoor facilities in the Papillon.   
 

If you haven't been please consider it and ask us if you have any questions. Thank you  
 

Chris and Debbie Liddamore   

SAVE THE DATE 

COLCHESTER FREE FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL 
 

The 2019 Free Family Fun Festival is  

taking place in Lower Castle Park on  

Saturday 14th September, 11:00-16:00.  

Please make a note of the date in your  

calendar now! 
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ABBEYGATE CONCERT BAND 

SUMMER CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY 24th JULY 

2.15 pm in church 

REFRESHMENTS 

 
               This is always a very pleasant afternoon.  

 

The Band practice here week by week and they put 

on the concert for our entertainment. 

Your support would be appreciated. 

CCS Taster Evening 2019 

Would you like to share in a journey of discovery? 

The Course in Christian Studies is an opportunity to explore the Christian 

faith with others. The course runs over 2 years, is open to anyone over 

the age of 16 and is based on weekly meeting in local groups. 

Colchester Taster Evening… Wednesday 4th July, 7.30-9.30pm at St 

John’s Church, Ipswich Road 

Online version now available. 

For more info contact Diane Hardy, 01245 294449,  

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org 

More details from www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ccs 
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What is Open Mic Night... 

Well it’s your chance to have your say about Christianity or an-
ything of interest to young people, Your testimony, Your hob-
by, Your experience, Your song, play Your instrument, Your po-
em, even a group of You could do a small drama... the list is 
endless. Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.  

You might not be cut out for youth work but young people 
love to hear other generations of people give their stories or 
provide something for their benefit.  

The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last around 
10mins so please make a note of this if you are interested. We 
would love to see you. All you have to do is check with Car-
leton or Keith on a date that suits you and Youthy. 
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The Bradwell Pilgrimage and Gathering, a yearly event that takes 
place at St Peter’s Chapel, Bradwell-on-Sea has happened for 

nearly 100 years. 

The 2019 event is on Saturday 6th July beginning at 10:30am at St 

Thomas’ Church in Bradwell on Sea for the Pilgrimage walk to St 

Peter’s Chapel.  

  

Please note the Concorde Choir concert advertised  

for 6th July has SOLD OUT. 
 

1st Class Brass’   Summer Concert 

The band will be performing a wide variety of pieces at 
their summer concert. In the second half of the concert 
the annual prizes will be announced for Most Improved 
Player, Bandsman of the Year and Player of the Year. 

There will be a raffle and refreshments will be available 
during the interval. 

Admission:                 7.30 pm 

£4 over 18s. £3 under 18s. 

Tickets available in advance from Lizzie on 07581 566730 or 
events@1stclassbrass.org or on the door. 
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Traidcraft celebrate their 40th Birthday 

 

Traidcraft are the original fair trade pioneers in the UK, fighting for social eco-
nomic and trade justice, since way back in 1979.  Traidcraft believe in fair 
trade, which means that the artisans and farmers (the people who make and 
grow the food and products we use every day) are paid and treated fairly at all 
times. 
 

Over the last forty years, Traidcraft have done many fantastic things for fair 
trade across the world; in the 80s, they brought the first fair trade tea from 
Africa, as well as coffee and sugar.  They brought fair trade chocolate (from fair 
trade cocoa beans) to the UK in 1991; the first wine in 2001; the first fair trade 
cotton in 2006 and the first fair trade cleaning range in 2014.  Traidcraft also 
believe in equality, meaning that everyone within the supply chain should be 
treated equally. 
 

The original products were widely sold on church stalls and in markets, which 
is still the case today.  Forty years on and the range now includes a collection 
of crafts, fashion and even groceries suitable for vegans. 
 

In recent years, Traidcraft are placing more importance on looking after our 
planet than ever before.  The earth’s surface temperature is increasing at an 
alarming rate due to CO2 emissions and greenhouse gases, both of which con-
tribute to global warming.  This is very dangerous for our planet. 
 

Traidcraft are doing all they can to protect and fight for our fragile environ-
ment; often craft products are created using recycled materials and many gro-
cery products are farmed organically, where no chemicals, fertilisers or pesti-
cides are used and the soil remains happy and healthy. 
 

Traidcraft have even produced the first sustainable, organic and fair trade 
palm oil, which is extracted from the little red/orange fruits of the palm tree.  
Plants are encouraged to grow naturally rather than intensively farmed, sup-
porting the growers and protecting the environment surrounding the palm 
trees. 
 

We have recently changed the Sunday we have our stall from the 1st to the 4th 
Sunday.  The next one will be 28th July.  Because of holidays there will not be a 
stall in August, but if you would like anything supplied, we are more than hap-
py to supply it.  We are very grateful for your support, month by month.   
 

Thank you. 
 

Beryl and Alison 
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 PCC update June 2019 

We started with worship and prayer.  

We approved the appointment of five new  

casual vacancies to the PCC and Deanery Synod;  

Deanery Synod reps-Margaret King and Sheila Baker, PCC members-Philip Lord, 
Ruth De Barros and Edwin Weller.  

At our PCC meeting we approved the purchase of four more worship area 
chairs with arms, we are trying to find the best match of fabric and then they 
will be purchased.  

The Administrators documents were approved and since the PCC meeting we 
have advertised the role through the Deanery, Facebook and on our website.   

John Clifton gave the PCC an update of his work with Chris Lacey to revamp the 
website. We are really getting there thanks to lots of people’s hard work. We 
will run the site internally first prior to it going live so we can get used to it and 
iron out any changes that are necessary. 

We are looking at developing a new group within the PCC to help the PCC plan 
strategically. The PCC agreed to trial this idea for 6 months to see how it goes. 
The PCC will meet every 2 months and the new group will meet every month in 
between.  

We talked about the need to review and update our sound and projection 
equipment as it often can be a distraction to worship and we’re unable to use 
it to its full effect presently. Some churches now have progressed to large TV 
screens to aid worship.  It was decided that as the PCC will be Mission Action 
Planning together, sound and projection equipment might form part of that 
discussion. The PCC were going to investigate short term solutions should the 
bulb in the projector fail.  

We are hoping to organise some sound training soon.  

We had a report about the Archdeacons visitation and the service to swear in 
the churchwardens for the coming year. The focus of the visitation was to  

encourage us as an Archdeaconry to implement the diocesan vision of planting 
101 new worshipping communities across the diocese over the next 10 years. 

We approved the appointment of Becci Lees for the position of Safeguarding 
rep for St Stephen’s. 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 
Rector: Revd Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator: Vacancy 

Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley 
 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 

Tuesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 

Thursday 2.00 - 5.00 pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 

is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  The Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The AUGUST newsletter will be available on July 28th. 

Please send any items for inclusion to the office  as early as possible 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

