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All the latest news from the 

Parish of New Town & The Hythe 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our website: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
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September 1st    Trinity 11 
    10.15 am  Messy Church  
     No Evening Worship 
 
September 4th  10.30am Wednesday Service 
 
September 8th  Trinity 12 
    10.15 am   Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 
September 11th  10.30 am  Wednesday Service 
 
September 15th  Trinity 13 
    10.15 am   Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 
September 18th   10.30 am Wednesday Service 
 
September 22nd  Trinity 14 
    10.15 am  Holy Communion  
    10.15 am  Sunday Club All-Age Breakfast 
 
September 25th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 
 
September 29th   Trinity 15 
    10.15 am   Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 
October 6th  Trinity 16 
    10.15 am Messy  Harvest 

September Services 
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  From Rev Lorraine 

‘Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1:9 

It’s that time of year again when I look on social media and see a stream of photos of 
children’s first day back at school. The children are so used to change. They start new 
classes, have new teachers, meet new friends and often have to make the transition 
from one school to another. These transitions bring many emotions. Some children 
love the adventure and change, others struggle more and have to be gently encour-
aged. Indeed, we as humans change; day by day, minute by minute, second by second. 
Change comes with life.  

There is a lot that is happening in the church at the moment. As the new term starts in 
school, a new term is starting in church and there are some changes on the horizon 
which the PCC have been praying and working through.  

The changes are focused on building our church; spiritually and numerically. We are 
looking to provide more robust support networks within our congregations so that 
each member feels a part of our family and has a role to play. We hope to encourage 
this through developing homegroups and working teams (worship, hospitality, sacristy, 
maintenance etc). We are hoping that everyone feels that they have an opportunity to 
get involved. We are wanting to create an environment where every person can be 
built up and grow in fellowship, prayer, worship and communion with one another and 
God.  

As a PCC we have decided to engage with the students within our parish at the        
university. We are hoping to go to the Fresher’s fair in October. Also the Christian Un-
ion at the University will be doing a church crawl and visiting us at Messy Church in 
November.  

We also want to welcome newcomers and enable more time for the congregation to 
get to know each other. So we will be holding simple monthly or bi-monthly welcome 
meals after Sunday services. 

We are also holding the Alpha course in Church starting on the first Tuesday of        
October, 7pm - 9.30pm. Please do consider if there is anyone you know who might be 
interested. To find out more look at alpha.org.uk.  

Please do continue to hold all these new initiatives in your prayers and continue to 
pray for our Church Congregation, those we seek to serve, our Churchwardens, PCC 
and myself.  

To finish I’d like to finish with a prayer attributed to Oscar Romero, that reminds us 
that we are only a small part of what God is doing. We can try in our small ways to do 
what we can but ultimately it is God that is the master builder. There is a liberation in 
that. 
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A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN 

 It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,  
it is even beyond our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime 
only a tiny fraction 

of the magnificent enterprise 
that is God's work. 

Nothing we do is complete, 
which is another way of saying 

that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 
No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No programme 
accomplishes the Church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives 
includes everything. 

That is what we are about. 
We plant a seed that will one day grow. 

We water seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold future promise. 

We lay foundations 
that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, 
and there is a sense of liberation 

in realising that. 
This enables us to do something, 

and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, 
but it is a beginning, 
a step along the way, 

an opportunity for the Lord's grace 
to enter and do the rest. 
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We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference 

between the master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders, 
ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 

*This prayer was composed by Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw, drafted for a homily by 
Cardinal John Dearden in Nov. 1979 for a celebration of departed priests. As a reflection 
on the anniversary of the martyrdom of Bishop Romero, Bishop Untener included in a 
reflection book a passage titled "The mystery of the Romero Prayer." The mystery is 
that the words of the prayer are attributed to Oscar Romero, but they were never    
spoken by him. 

Lorraine 

 

MESSAGE FROM JO PARROT 
Jo is being ordained at Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday 14th September at 
10.00 am and would love anyone at St Stephen’s who knows her to attend.     
The service is expected to last an hour and a half and everyone has to be    
seated by 9.45 am.  She realises that there is a lot on that Saturday and many 
of us who would have loved to go are otherwise engaged. 
 

She is serving her curacy at Halstead and has promised to visit when she has a 
free Sunday.   

RIDE AND STRIDE and raise money for St Stephen’s 

SATURDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2019 

This is the annual event when cyclists and 
walkers visit as many churches as possible 
during the day and are sponsored for each 
church they visit, raising money which is divid-

ed between their church and Friends of Essex Churches.  If you wish to take 
part have a word with Mal who has sponsor forms.   

Date for your diary:              
HARVEST SUPPER featuring BEER AND HYMNS 

SUNDAY 13th OCTOBER 
(Watch out for a poster with more details) 
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.Word from the Wardens 

Down the mountains the river flows,  
and it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 
Through the valleys and over the fields,  
the river is rushing and the river is here. 
 
A river cruise, such as I’ve recently        
enjoyed, provides the perfect opportunity 
for reflection; granting as it does time to 
not only appreciate the landscape passing by, but also to contemplate the inte-
rior landscape of the mind. Take, for example, that old philosophical chestnut: 
Can one ever cross the same river twice? To which the answer is no due to the 
ever constant flow of fresh water. At a superficial level little may have changed, 
but beneath the surface change is indeed stirring. 

That metaphor also holds true for the Church. A healthy church, whilst remain-
ing constant to the established truths and practices of faith, must always be 
evolving – organic, not static. As we at St Stephen’s embark on a new term, 
change will be very much in evidence as we seek to be open to the prompting 
of the Spirit. 

The PCC update in last month’s newsletter details some of the forthcoming 
initiatives arising from the PCC’s initial brainstorming regarding future develop-
ment. We are, for example, conscious of the need to revitalise our home 
groups that they may act as powerhouses of corporate prayer, study and fel-
lowship. Meanwhile, for new Christians and interested enquirers, an Alpha 
course will commence in October. We are also intending to hold monthly wel-
come lunches after the Sunday service to help newcomers to learn more of our 
vision and ethos as a church. 

It promises to be a busy and exciting time; may we all capture the vision and be 
caught up in the flow! 

The river of God sets our feet a-dancing, the river of God fills our hearts with 
cheer. 

The river of God fills our mouths with laughter, and we rejoice, for the river is 
here! 

Andrew and Martin 
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CARE FOR THE FAMILY—a course on keeping youngsters safe online 
 

‘LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES’ 
KINGSLAND CHURCH 
27th NOVEMBER 
7.30—10.00 pm 
 
Much of modern society is dominated by the digital world, and our children 
are growing up with countless online possibilities at their fingertips. It’s an ex-
citing world for them to explore, but there are potential dangers. As parents 
and carers, it’s natural to want to protect our children from any pitfalls. 
So what strategies can we adopt to ensure our children gain the benefits of 
being online, whilst developing a responsible relationship with technology? 
 

At Left To Their Own Devices? – Confident Parenting in a World of Screens, 
Katharine and Philip will enable you to power up your parenting for the online 
generation. 
 

Katharine Hill is the UK Director of Care for the Family. She is a well-known 
speaker, broadcaster and the author of a number of books including Left To 
Their Own Devices? – Confident Parenting in a World of Screens. She is married 
to Richard and they have four grown-up children.  
 

Philip Jinadu is a popular conference and event speaker, and is on the national 
speaking team at Care for the Family. He is regularly asked to talk on themes 
of marriage, parenting and identity. Philip and his wife Kate lead Woodlands 
Metro, a Bristol church full of millennials, and they have two grown-up daugh-
ters. 
 

You will come away with - 
Ways to positively engage with your children’s digital habits 
Insights into the impact of the most popular social media tools 
Practical tips on how to manage screen time 
Ideas about how to nurture online resilience within your family 
Ways to empower your child to feel comfortable in their own skin, both online 
and in the real world. 
 

This event is for parents, carers or anyone who is passionate about helping 
children navigate the digital world wisely and confidently in a digital-dominant 
world.  
 

To book: careforthefamily.org.uk   
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Open Mic Night is your chance to have your say about Christi-
anity or anything of interest to young people, Your testimony, 
Your hobby, Your experience, Your song, play Your instrument, 
Your poem, even a group of You could do a small drama... the 
list is endless. Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.  

You might not be cut out for youth work but young people 
love to hear other generations of people give their stories or 
provide something for their benefit.  

The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last around 
10mins so please make a note of this if you are interested. We 
would love to see you. All you have to do is check with Car-
leton or Keith on a date that suits you and Youthy. 
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As we begin a new season, you are invited to join us 

for a meal and an opportunity to hear an update and 

future plans for Community Open 2 All            

(previously Abbeyfield Community Project). 

 

When? Thursday 19th September 

What time? 7pm – 9pm 

Where? 170 Berechurch Road, CO2 7QQ 

 

Please RSVP to Naomi or Mark Snelling by 15th         

September with any dietary requirements 

01206 570361 

communityopen2all@gmail.com 



10 

ADULT BADMINTON AND TABLE-TENNIS 

13th SEPTEMBER 

7.30 – 9.30 pm 

         PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

   (for one month only) 

Spend the evening playing badminton or table-tennis.   

Normally takes place on the first Friday of the month. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2019 
 

Christian Aid in Colchester this year raised a magnificent 
sum of £12,942,04 plus another £1,537.87 in Gift Aid to 

which St Stephen’s contributed a sizeable amount.  Fewer churches are 
taking part in house-to-house collections, opting instead for other forms 

of fund-raising. 

COLCHESTER FREE FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL 

 Hosted by Colchester churches 

 
Every September Colchester comes alive 

with the FREE FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL. Join us in Lower Castle 

Park on Saturday 14 September from 11am to 

4pm for a great day out. There will be bouncy 

castles, live music, a BBQ, a Tiny Tea Tent, a 

dog show and lots of free activities 

for all the family. Bring a friend!  

 

CHRIS PD has moved from Springfields Copford to  

Loganberry Lodge, 79-81 New Farm Road, Stanway, CO3 0PG 

(43 Heather Suite) 
She would love visitors. 
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MESSY HARVEST  

6th OCTOBER 

At our Harvest celebration when we 
thank God for all the amazing food he gives us, we will       

be thinking of those who are not so fortunate and collecting items for the 

COLCHESTER FOODBANK. 

They would appreciate gifts of 

 
 SMALL BAGS OF RICE 

 LONGLIFE MILK 

 LONGLIFE JUICE 

 SHAMPOO 

 CARRIER BAGS/ REUSEABLE BAGS 

 SQUASH 

 TINNED FRUIT 

 DEODORANTS 

 TINNED POTATOES 

 TINNED PUDDINGS 

 TINS OR PACKETS OF CUSTARD 

 JAM 

 PEANUT BUTTER 

 TOOTH BRUSH/ TOOTH PASTE 

 RAZORS 

 SHOWER GEL 

 SMALL JARS OF COFFEE 

 SMALL WASHING POWDER/LIQUID 

 

(VERY) BELATED THANKS TO  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX HOLDERS  
 

This year your small change raised a fantastic £480 
 

In their letter the CS say ‘Thank you on behalf of all the young people your gift supports 
for caring and making the life-changing work possible.  Your kind donations make all 
the difference to vulnerable children and young people step by step as long as they 

need it.  Thank you.’ 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 2 - 5 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 

 
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The OCTOBER newsletter will be available on 29th September.  Please send any items 

to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 


