PARISH NEWS
OCTOBER 2019

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

October Services
October 2nd

10.30am

Wednesday Service

October 6th

Trinity 16
10.15 am Messy Harvest

October 9th

10.30am

October 13th

Trinity 17
10.15 am Holy Communion
10.15 am Sunday Club in the hall
5:00 pm Hymns & Beer

October 16th

10.30 am

October 20th

Trinity 18
10.15 am Holy Communion
10.15 am Sunday Club in the hall

October 23rd

10.30 am Wednesday Service

October 27th

Trinity 19
10.15 am Holy Communion

October 30th

10.30 am Wednesday Service

November 3rd

All Saints Day
10.15 am Messy Church
No evening worship

November 6th

10:30 am Wednesday Service

Wednesday Service

Wednesday Service
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Message from Rev Lorraine
Be still and know that I am God
I sitting in Pleshey retreat centre at the moment. The weather is raining and it’s
early in the morning. It is a quiet and reflective place. Here in the chapel I am
watching the rain and listening to the birds. I can feel God’s presence in the stillness.
Evelyn Underhill was an Anglican mystic who lived in this house in the early
20th Century. Evelyn was a lay woman who in a ‘world of men’ taught and lectured to many in the Anglican Church. She led spiritual retreats, was a guest
speaker and also well known on the radio. However, what she is most well
known for is her prayers and quotes....
‘Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may learn to know you in your humble lowliness and discover You in the sanctifying prose of daily duty. For there, You do
truly dwell; it is in this simple duty, whatever may be its form, that we are sure to
meet you. Lord we are inattentive students and forgetful pupils; it is needful that
you repeat to us each day the lesson of Your invisible presence’.
We have also been using the text of Romans 12: 1-13 and studying it slowly
every day. Seeing what words speak to us. Verse 12 reads.....
‘Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer’ Romans 12:1-13
I have been pondering how to encourage the use of praying together at St Stephen’s. Prayer is so central to our lives with God; speaking and listening. It will
shape our future. We will discern God’s will for our lives individually and corporately as a body of Christ.

3

Message from Rev Lorraine continued:

I want to encourage you with me to pray twice a day over the next month. How
do we do this. Maybe....
Optional-Light a candle (safely) and read Romans 12:1-13
Sit down and be still - close your eyes and rest in the presence of God and bask
in knowing God’s unconditional love for you. Notice your breathing and on each

breath, breath in the Holy Spirit.

Take some time to be...

Then perhaps if you’d like:


pray three things you’d like to say thank you for



say sorry for one thing



then pray for three things you might like to ask God for

Then ask God to show you something for the day.
Let’s share this time to pray for our church, our future together and our community especially that we will be strengthened and united in ‘mutual love for one
another’ (Romans 12: 10).
‘Do not be conformed to the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern the will of God - what is good and acceptable
and perfect’ (Roman 12: 2)
With all my prayers for you all,
Rev Lorraine
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Word from the Wardens

I don’t know what I may seem to the world, but as to myself I seem to have been only
like a boy playing on the seashore and diverting myself in now and then finding a
smoother pebble or prettier shell, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered
before me. (Sir Isaac Newton)
If Newton, the great scientist and thinker, reflecting on his life’s work, could so clearly
recognise his limitations – the yawning gaps in his knowledge – even more reason for
us to do so!
We live at a time when there has never been so much information and it all so easily
accessible. The paradox is that we suffer “information overload.” As a consequence
we tend to select the body of knowledge which reinforces what we imagine to be our
innate beliefs whilst discarding those facts which challenge and trouble us.
We see this particularly at the moment in our national politics. You must either be
“Remain” or “Leave” and ne’er the twain must meet. Attempt to appreciate both
viewpoints and you are likely to incur brickbats from both sets of proponents! Nor,
sadly, is the Church immune from this divisive tendency.
As Wardens, Martin and I (in conjunction with Lorraine) are on occasions privy to certain information which because of its sensitive nature cannot be circulated more
widely. Access to such information presents us with a more nuanced and complex
picture than exposure to partial accounts of a given situation. This does not make decision-making any the easier, on the contrary, but hopefully thus better informed we
are enabled to make the right decisions for the future of St Stephen’s.
I am aware that there have been certain strains placed on our church of late – and
that saddens me. At the start of a new term, we must endeavour to put these tensions behind us. I am sure that we all aspire to be a church that continues to embrace
a wide variety of people, gifts and viewpoints, being woven together into a model of
what God intended community to be.
For now, we all need to acknowledge our personal and collective shortcomings. We
must strive to appreciate God’s big picture, whilst recognising we will glimpse portions of it; all the same we must look forward to the time when the veil of unknowing
will be completely cast aside...
For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face: Now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known. (1 Cor. 13:13)
Andrew and Martin
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Date for your diary: HARVEST SUPPER featuring
BEER AND HYMNSSUNDAY 13th OCTOBER
(See posted and web site for more details)

RIDE & STRIDE; 14th September 2019
Thank you very much to all who sponsored me for this event again this year.
Together with Eddie and a cycling club friend, I visited 40 churches. Again not
many were open for this charity event organised by Friends of Essex Churches
Trust. Your donations were very good again, raising around £250. St Stephen’s
will receive 50% back in due course.
Thank you once again.
Mal

ESSEX SAYING GOODBYE SERVICE, CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL
SUNDAY 13th OCTOBER AT 6 pm
A Baby Loss Remembrance Service organised by the
Mariposa Trust which provides support for all those who have lost children
at any stage of pregnancy, at birth, or in infancy whether recently or in the past.
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Open Mic Night is your chance to have your say about Christianity or anything of interest to young people, Your testimony,
Your hobby, Your experience, Your song, play Your instrument,
Your poem, even a group of You could do a small drama... the
list is endless. Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.
You might not be cut out for youth work but young people
love to hear other generations of people give their stories or
provide something for their benefit.
The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last around
10mins so please make a note of this if you are interested. We
would love to see you. All you have to do is check with Carleton or Keith on a date that suits you and Youthy.

7

8

9

MESSY HARVEST
6th OCTOBER
At our Harvest celebration when we
thank God for all the amazing food he gives us, we will
be thinking of those who are not so fortunate and collecting items for the
COLCHESTER FOODBANK.
They would appreciate gifts of





















SMALL BAGS OF RICE
LONGLIFE MILK
LONGLIFE JUICE
SHAMPOO
CARRIER BAGS/ REUSEABLE BAGS
SQUASH
TINNED FRUIT
DEODORANTS
TINNED POTATOES
TINNED PUDDINGS
TINS OR PACKETS OF CUSTARD
JAM
PEANUT BUTTER
TOOTH BRUSH/ TOOTH PASTE
RAZORS
SHOWER GEL
SMALL JARS OF COFFEE
SMALL WASHING POWDER/LIQUID
SMALL MULTIPACK SNACKS
(PENGUIN/CLUB/TWIX)
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Celebrating Interfaith Week
The Essex Faith Covenant Two Years On … Its Impact on our Communities - Thursday
14th November 6.45pm-9.30pm, Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford
This event is an opportunity to hear from speakers Stephen Timms MP, Chair of the All
Parliamentary Committee on Faith and Society, and Daniel Singleton, Executive Director at Faith Action on the importance of interfaith engagement, the challenges ahead
and the work of the Essex Faith Covenant. Hear about some projects that have taken

place since the launch of the Essex Covenant in 2017 and get involved in the Q&A session with the speakers and representatives from other organisations linked to the work
of the Covenant. The event will conclude with a curry / refreshments and the chance to
visit the showcase stands. Free parking at the venue.
Follow this link to book a place https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inter-faith-weekcelebration-the-essex-faith-covenant-two-years-on-tickets-71774703069
The agenda will be made available a couple of weeks prior to the event. For anymore
information please contact : Andrew Lowing, Senior Equalities & Partnership Advisor atAndrew.Lowing@essex.gov.uk
Update from CO2 (formerly the Abbeyfield Community Project)
We are pleased to let you know that Abbeyfield Community Project will now called
Community Open 2 All or CO2 for short. This is to reflect the ethos that everyone is
welcome and also the postcode area in which we are making wider connections
through initiatives such as Essex Free Uniform. Whilst this is good news, the discernment process regarding the future of the work continues as we are still in need of people to join the team, vacancies on the management group, funding and possibly an
additional venue to develop any future ministry. If you would like to know more, please
get in touch and most importantly, continue to pray. Many thanks for your ongoing
support.
Naomi and Mark Snelling
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY
Rector: Rev Lorraine Badger-Watts
Administrator: Andrew Topple
Admin Assistant: Beryl Hutley
The Church Office is open on:
Monday 2 - 5 pm (Beryl)
Tuesday 1 - 4 pm (Andrew)
Wednesday 12 noon - 3 pm (Andrew)
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)
Thursday 2 - 5pm (Beryl)
Tel: 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins
For Centre bookings contact: Andrew Topple in the Church Office
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213
The NOVEMBER newsletter should be available on 3 November. Please send any items
to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Thursday 24 October to:

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to
put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the
Thursday.
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