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November 3rd  All Saints Day 
    10.15 am   Messy Church (no Sunday Club) 
    No evening worship 
 
November 6th  10:30 am Wednesday Service 
 
November 10th  Remembrance Day 
    10.15 am  All Age Service (no Sunday Club) 
 
November 13th  10.30am Wednesday Service 
 
November 17th  2nd Before Advent 
    10.15 am  Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 
November 20th  10.30 am  Wednesday Service 
 
November 24th  Christ the King 
    10.15 am   Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club All Age Breakfast 
    in the hall 
 
November 27th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 
 
December 1st  Advent 1 
    10.15 am—Messy Church (no Sunday Club) 
 
December 4th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 
 
 

November Services 
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  Message from Rev Lorraine 

We are now well and truly into the winter months. The clocks have gone back, the 
nights are drawing in, ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ is back on the television and pumpkins 
are being sold.  

I don’t know about you but I love the darker nights-closing the curtains and lighting the 
fire. Huddled under the blankets helps me feel warm, safe and secure. Often the rain is 
beating down outside the windows and the wind is howling, yet inside the house it is 
calm-all is well.  

With our Christian Faith we often feel the need to hunker down. Metaphorically we 
feel like we need to close the curtains, light the fire and keep warm from the glow of 
God’s presence with us. The strength we need to face each new day often comes from 
this place we call home. 

However, we can’t always keep ourselves safe inside. We also have to venture outside 
to live. We need to meet people, create relationships, find food and water, work.  

So outside we go. 

Sometimes we get battered by the wind. 

Sometimes we get soaked to the skin in a rainstorm. 

Sometimes we’re able to splash in the puddles and fly a kite 

Sometimes we fall flat on our faces in the mud. 

There has to be a balance. We can’t stay inside all the time and we can’t stay outside 
all the time.  

The same is true with our Christian Faith.  

If we spend too long keeping safe and warm we forget how to live.  

If we spend too much time living in the world we quickly forget the place that refreshes 
us.  

So this autumn as we embrace life outside and the comforts of home let us also re-
member that God calls us both to be in the world but not of the world.  

Romans 12:2 (The Message) 

‘Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even think-
ing. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.’ 

 

Rev Lorraine 
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Word from the Wardens 
 
November is inextricably linked with the theme of remembrance: A time of the year 

which offers us space to reflect and take stock unlike the frenetic summer months. It 

is a time to slow down, contemplate the wonder of Creation, and ponder our place in 

it. 

It is also a time to be reminded that we are members one of another in Christ; mem-

bers of a community of saints whose mutual belonging transcends even death. The 

festivals of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, at the beginning of the month, enable us 

to celebrate this mutual belonging. They also provide us with an opportunity to recall 

those people whose memories we cherish, and to offer up thanks for their having nur-

tured us in both life and faith. 

It has been our custom to hold an “In Loving memory” service, usually on the first 

Sunday afternoon in November. This year, however, we incorporated this service 

within our normal Wednesday morning service on October 30th. Time and space was  

provided for personal reflection, and the opportunity to light a candle on behalf of our 

loved ones. This was a wonderful time of coming together and remembering. 

On November 10th we will gather for Remembrance Sunday; a service which supreme-

ly explores the theme of memory, both corporate and individual, as we confront is-

sues of war and peace, loss and self-giving, memory and forgetting. This year marks 

the 80th anniversary of the start of the Second World War, but we shall also recall the 

many conflicts and lives lost subsequently. We shall remember them all. 

The feast of Christ the King, which takes place on November 24th, marks the end of 

the current church year: God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and 

to follow in his service, whose service has no end... It is a service which reminds us that 

divine judgment is one of Jesus’ kingly purposes – this in turn links us to the season of 

Advent, where the theme of judgment is also prominent. Thus the Church’s cycle of 

life and faith once more takes another turn. 

Andrew and Martin 

PCC update from September 2019 

The PCC were informed that our new administrator had been appointed. 

We discussed and agreed three priorities for the next five years. 

1) To develop good models of nurture, fellowship and prayer within the church - we 

will endeavour to support this through developing the homegroup structure in our 

church.          Cont. 
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You are warmly invited to our Autumn  FAIRTRADE event 

@ The Oak Tree Coffee House 

Unit 4 Highwoods Square 

Colchester C04 4BB 

On Saturday 23 November, pop in any time from 9.00 am to 
5.00 pm   

There will be 10% discount available for all craft purchases or orders made on the day. 

Cakes, pastries, sandwiches, Fairtrade coffee and tea etc also available for purchase 
from The Coffee House as usual - come in for a cuppa and shop in comfort. 

Look forward to seeing you there – if you are unable to make it but would like a cata-
logue please let Beryl or Alison know. 

 

Thank you 
Jo Rassell 

Traidcraft Voluntary Representative. 
FAIRTRADE; Traidcraft stands for changing people’s lives through fair trade, saving 
vanishing traditional skills from extinction and celebrating a world of creativity and cul-
ture through quality fair trade products. They are the original fair trade pioneers, and 
advocate the importance of organic farming, sustainability, and transparency to the 
lives of growers and artisans around the world. 

PCC Updated Cont. 

2) To build a church that is multigenerational. We will aim to do this through focusing 

on the missing generations; currently seen in our church-as young adults and students. 

3) Developing models of organisation within our church so that we can effectively build 

and grow. 

We planned, discussed and agreed: 

* Welcome meals would run, 

* Harvest Messy Church, 

* Beer and Hymns event, 

* Alpha, and 

* Christmas Services 

We heard a reports from our Centre Management Committee. The treasurer spoke to 

us regarding aspects of our financial management that need addressing.  There are 

minutes available via the PCC Secretary Louise Brown should anyone wish to see them. 
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Carol Singing Friday 20th  December 2019 

We will once again return to our local streets and sing 
some carols around our local community. 

We hope as many people can join us as possible.  No 
previous experience necessary! 

Last year we collected over £130 for Beacon House and this year we plan 
to collect once again for them, to support their work at the homeless 
support centre. 

All adults, children and families are welcome, please meet at 5.45 at the 
church.  We will return to the church afterwards for some homemade 
soup, bread and maybe some extra treats it’s a fun event and a good 
way to start Christmas. 

This year we will join forces with Wimpole Road Methodist Church to 
hopefully cover more streets and increase the money we can collect.  

To assist with catering, please put your name up on the sign-up sheet in 
foyer if you are able to join us, or speak to any of us If you have any 
questions.  Thank you. 

Chris Liddamore Mike Watkins Andrew Topple Carl Badger-watts  

A Foundation Course in Pastoral Care  
St Andrew’s Church, St Andrew’s Close, 

Alresford, Colchester, CO7 8BL 

Saturdays 8 & 22 February, 14 & 21 March & 4 April, 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Develop your understanding of pastoral care from a Christian 

perspective, and be more effective in caring for others. 

For more information and an application form for this free course con-

tact Diane Hardy, Course administrator at 

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org  or phone Diane on 01245 294449 

mailto:dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
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Open Mic Night is your chance to have your say about Christi-
anity or anything of interest to young people, Your testimony, 
Your hobby, Your experience, Your song, play Your instrument, 
Your poem, even a group of You could do a small drama... the 
list is endless. Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.  

You might not be cut out for youth work but young people 
love to hear other generations of people give their stories or 
provide something for their benefit.  

The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last around 
10mins so please make a note of this if you are interested. We 
would love to see you. All you have to do is check with Car-
leton or Keith on a date that suits you and Youthy. 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE SHOEBOX APPEAL 

We are taking part in the Shoebox Appeal again this 

year.  If you would like to pack a shoebox for a child 

who would otherwise not receive a present at 

Christmas, there are leaflets in the foyer detailing 

how to go about it.  The box should be brought back 

to church between 11th – 18th November. Alterna-

tively, if you would like to contribute without filling your own shoebox, there 

will be a box in the foyer for bits and bobs (please read a leaflet so you know 

what is needed.)  Cash donations can be given to the office. 
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Christmas Community Craft Fayre 

Wimpole Road Methodist 

Church 

30 November 10:30—2:30 

No charge for admission  nor light refreshments  

Seated Exercise Session 
On the third Wednesday of the month at 12:15 pm.  

Next meeting on 20 November 
New members are always welcome 

At St John’s 

Church 

Ipswich Road, 

Colchester 
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CARE FOR THE FAMILY—a course on keeping youngsters safe online 

 ‘LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES’ 

KINGSLAND CHURCH, 27th NOVEMBER, 7.30—10.00 pm 

Much of modern society is dominated by the digital world, and our children are grow-
ing up with countless online possibilities at their fingertips. It’s an exciting world for 
them to explore, but there are potential dangers. As parents and carers, it’s natural to 
want to protect our children from any pitfalls. 

So what strategies can we adopt to ensure our children gain the benefits of being 
online, whilst developing a responsible relationship with technology? 
 

  You will come away with - 

Ways to positively engage with your children’s digital habits; Insights into the impact of 
the most popular social media tools; Practical tips on how to manage screen time; Ideas 
about how to nurture online resilience within your family; Ways to empower your child 
to feel comfortable in their own skin, both online and in the real world. 

 This event is for parents, carers or anyone who is passionate about helping children 
navigate the digital world wisely and confidently in a digital-dominant world.  

 To book: careforthefamily.org.uk   
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Allotments for Life 

Wednesday 13th November, 7:30pm - 9:00, St Stephens Church.  

Whatever anyone's political opinions, about Brexit or austerity, it is hard to ignore or 
deny that poverty is on the rise, and social divisions have never been so open or so 
deep.  

Allotments are not a new idea, and have a long and rich history, and they have always 
provided not only a way for people to feed themselves, but spaces to put away the 
stress' of day to day life. 

The idea is to bring together local charities - such as the Foodbank, the rough sleepers 
group, Beacon House and so on - faith groups, local schools and others, to persuade 
the council to provide allotments for those areas where the poorest and most margin-
alised live, such as Greenstead, St Anne's, Monkwick and here in Newtown. Some of 
the new allotments must be fully accessible. People will be given access to tools, and 
seeds, and help to get the most out of their allotments. Some of the allotments will be 
run by the various charities, faith, community and schools so that everyone who wants 
and needs it, can have access to free and cheap fruit and vegatables. 

Sheila, Claire and Phil who run the Tuesday café have offered to help provide refresh-
ments, and it would be lovely if a couple more people could also help them, and help 
during the meeting. If you'd like to come along, please email me and I can send you a 
copy of the first agenda. It's ali.wilkin@yahoo.co.uk 

Ali Wilkin 

mailto:ali.wilkin@yahoo.co.uk
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 

 
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The December newsletter should be available on 1 December.  Please send any items 

to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Thursday 21 November: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 


