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December 1st  Advent 1 
    10.15 am—Messy Church (no Sunday Club) 
    (no evening service) 
 

December 4th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 
 

December 8th  Advent 2 
    10.15 am  Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 

December 11th  10:30 am Wednesday Service 
 

December 15th  Advent 3 
    10.15 am  Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
 

December 18th  10.30am Wednesday Service 
 

December 19th  7:30 pm Carols at St Leonards 
 

December 22nd  Advent 4 
    10.15 am   Holy Communion 
    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 
    6:00 pm Carol Service 
 

December 24th  Christmas Eve 
    5:00 pm Crib Service 
    11:15 pm Midnight Communion 
 

December 25th  Christmas Day 
    10.15 am   All Age Christmas Service 
 

December  29th  10.15 am   Holy Communion (no Sunday Club) 
 

January 5th  Epiphany 1 
    10.15 am Messy Church & Christingle 
      (no Sunday Club) 

December Services 
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  Message from Rev Lorraine 

We are at the beginning of the Church year; Advent Sunday 1st Dec. As we prepare for 

the coming of Jesus as a small baby the Church encourages us to think and prepare in 

our hearts for again welcoming Jesus at Christmastime. This means reassessing where 

we are with God and challenging ourselves to put Christ again at our centre. 

Over the course of the last few months we have been leading an Alpha group at St  

Stephen’s. We have looked together at some of the basics of our faith; Who Jesus is? 

Why did he die? How can I have more faith? Why and how do I pray? How and why do 

I read the Bible?  

It strikes me as a Christian how easily these foundations of our faith can slip away. We 

live our lives full pelt and see the turbulent world around us and we forget the basics.  

These basic things make all the difference to our daily lives as individuals, for us as    

family here at St Stephen’s. We all need to remind ourselves that it is important to 

Welcome others, to pray, to read the Bible, worship God, support one another and 

witness.  

I am so encouraged that six home-groups are emerging. This is an answer to prayer 

and I hope that each member of our congregation, who wishes to, will feel welcomed 

into one of these smaller communities of our church. Home-groups are encouraged to   

practice the four W’s: Welcome, Worship, Word and Witness. Home-groups will      

hopefully be the place where people can be nurtured, supported and encouraged in 

their journey of faith. 

As we sing the carol ’In the bleak midwinter’ let us pray the last verse together: 

‘What can I give him poor as I am …… Yet what I can I give him, Give my heart’ 

With my blessings for a very Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

Rev Lorraine 
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Word from the Wardens 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
The evocative strains of the above hymn never fail to cause a tingle to run through my 

body and to stir the hairs in the back of my neck. It serves as a signal to indicate that 

the season of Advent, a time of both expectation and preparation, has arrived. May 

we at St Stephen’s embody the sense of alert watchfulness that this season demands 

and may we ensure that we are fully prepared to once more celebrate the birth of our 

Lord. 

Can we encourage you to take part in the various activities needed to decorate and 

prepare the church, to participate perhaps in the carol singing round the local streets 

and to attend and be part of our special Christmas Services. 

On Thursday 19th December, a carol service will be held in St Leonard’s on Hythe Hill. 

There is something very atmospheric about celebrating Christmas in such an ancient 

building. We would advise you to come early, this service being always well attended, 

and also to wrap up warmly – medieval churches do not come equipped with central 

heating! Meanwhile, the Carol Service at St Stephen’s will take place on Sunday 22nd 

December at 6pm – as in previous years our worship will be led by members of the 

Abbeygate Concert Band. As a further incentive, we hope to serve the traditional 

mulled wine and mince pies after the service. 

On Christmas Eve the Crib Service, with children very much in mind, will take place at 

5pm; while Midnight Mass will commence at 11.15pm – another moving service, es-

pecially as we bless the crib and celebrate the Eucharist just as Christmas Day begins. 

As for the Big Day itself, our all age Christmas Service will take place at 10.15am. Wine 

and mince pies – you can never have enough! – will be served afterwards. 

May we take this opportunity to thank all our welcomers, sidespersons, tea and coffee 

servers, chalice administrators etc etc for their support over the past year and to wish 

you all a truly happy and blessed Christmas. 

Our Lord says, “Surely I come quickly.” Even so; come Lord Jesus. 

 

Andrew and Martin 
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Jo Parrott 

Archdeaconry: Stansted 

Parish: Halstead Team Ministry 

"I was born in Pembury, Kent; the first of four children 
to my Mum and Dad.  I grew up in Tonbridge, Welling, 
Nottingham and Derbyshire where my Dad served as 
a vicar.  I always wanted to work with people and most 
definitely didn’t want to be a vicar! 

After A-levels, my family moved to Colchester where I trained to become a Mon-
tessori nursery teacher, working with 2-5 year olds, and I spent 10 happy years 
at Oaklea Montessori.  During this time, I met and married my husband Tom and 
after having our first child Isaac, I became Children and Families Co-ordinator at 
St. Stephens, Colchester.  It was during this time that I began to explore the 
possible call to ordination.  

It was here too that Tom came to know Jesus and in 2017 we set off with Isaac 
and our then 5 month old, Esther, to train at Trinity College, Bristol. After a whirl-
wind 2 years, we are now back – in Halstead, where I will be serving my curacy 
in the Halstead Team Ministry. It’s all very exciting!" 

WE WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO give one card to all 
your friends at St Stephen’s instead of individual ones.  This 
helps both the environment and your purse and means no-one 

is left out.  One of the noticeboards in the foyer will be made ready 
shortly. 

THE ABBEYGATE BAND 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

WEDNESDAY 11th DECEMBER AT 2.15 pm. 

Entry is free but a retiring collection will be taken which the Band always very 
generously gives to the Church.  Do come along if you can.  

We would like to serve refreshments so if you could make a few ‘Christmassy’ 
cakes that would be very helpful and much appreciated.  Thank you. 

Beryl 
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Carol Singing Friday 20th  December 2019 

We will once again return to our local streets and sing 
some carols around our local community. 

We hope as many people can join us as possible.  No 
previous experience necessary! 

Last year we collected over £130 for Beacon House and this year we plan 
to collect once again for them, to support their work at the homeless 
support centre. 

All adults, children and families are welcome, please meet at 5.45 at the 
church.  We will return to the church afterwards for some homemade 
soup, bread and maybe some extra treats it’s a fun event and a good 
way to start Christmas. 

This year we will join forces with Wimpole Road Methodist Church to 
hopefully cover more streets and increase the money we can collect.  

To assist with catering, please put your name up on the sign-up sheet in 
foyer if you are able to join us, or speak to any of us If you have any 
questions.  Thank you. 

Chris Liddamore Mike Watkins Andrew Topple Carl Badger-watts  

A Foundation Course in Pastoral Care  
St Andrew’s Church, St Andrew’s Close, 

Alresford, Colchester, CO7 8BL 

Saturdays 8 & 22 February, 14 & 21 March & 4 April, 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Develop your understanding of pastoral care from a Christian 

perspective, and be more effective in caring for others. 

For more information and an application form for this free course con-

tact Diane Hardy, Course administrator at 

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org  or phone Diane on 01245 294449 

mailto:dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
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St Stephen’s Church Centre 

 

Join us as we celebrate CHRISTMAS 

SUNDAY 22nd DECEMBER 
 

   CAROL SERVICE   with The Abbeygate Band 6.00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CRIB SERVICE 

with decoration of the Christmas Tree 

(especially for the children) 5.00 pm 

 

              MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 11.15 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

   ALL - AGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

   10.15 am followed by 

    wine and mince pies 
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Open Mic Night is your chance to have 
your say about Christianity or anything of interest to 
young people, Your testimony, Your hobby, Your experi-
ence, Your song, play Your instrument, Your poem, even a 
group of You could do a small drama... the list is endless. 
Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.  

You might not be cut out for youth work but young people 
love to hear other generations of people give their stories 
or provide something for their benefit.  

The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last 
around 10mins so please make a note of this if you are in-
terested. We would love to see you. All you have to do is 
check with Carleton or Keith on a date that suits you and 
Youthy. 

Seated Exercise Session 
Normally on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 12:15 pm.  
Next meeting on 11 December 

New members are always welcome 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 

 
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The January newsletter should be available by 29 December.  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Tuesday 17 December 

(sorry this is early due to Christmas holidays): 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 


