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January 5th  Epiphany 1 
    10.15 am Messy Church & Christingle 
      (no Sunday Club) 
 
January 8th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 

January 12th  Baptism of the Lord 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 

January 15th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 

January 19th  Epiphany 2 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 

January 22nd  10:30 am Wednesday Service 

January 26th  Epiphany 3 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club All Age Breakfast 

      in the hall 

January 29th  10.30am Wednesday Service 

February 2nd  Epiphany 4 

    10.15 am Messy Church 

    (no Sunday Club) 

February 5th  10:30 am Wednesday Service 

February 9th  Epiphany 4 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 

January Services 
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Message from Rev Lorraine 

Pause for thought 
It is easy to get to the New Year and think “that’s it”, Christmas is done 

and dusted, move on. But actually Christmas has just started. The 25th De-

cember is in the Christian Church is just the start of the festival of Christ-

mas. Christmas carries on throughout January until Candlemas on Febru-

ary 2nd. So that’s why in church the crib remains in Church until Candle-

mas when we remember Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the Temple 

to be presented to Simeon and Anna.  

The Christmas season is about celebrating ‘Emmanuel’; God with us. 

Sometimes this is such a familiar phrase that we forget how amazing that 

phrase is. The idea that God, the creator of the whole world, sent his Son 

into the world to have a personal relationship with each one of us, 

through the Holy Spirit.  

I reread the novel ‘The Shack’ recently and was struck by portrayals of 

God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The main character, Mack, has so many 

questions following a horrific crime against his daughter, he is depressed 

and unable to move forward in his life.  He is distrustful and angry with 

God.  

One day a letter mysteriously arrives with a note inviting Mack to a meet-

ing. At this meeting Mack is able to meet God.  God is not at all what 

Mack has imagined and it takes a while for Mack to recognise God. God 

in the story (in all three persons) comes alongside Mack and gently and 

carefully over time allows Mack to get to know them all. God builds up a 

transformational relationship with Mack which includes some challenges 

too. Some of Mack’s questions didn’t have immediate answers, God of-

ten answered questions with other questions. But at the end of the novel, 

Mack’s life was changed and renewed with complete trust in God.  

Although ‘The Shack’ is a novel, this is the kind of relationship God wants 

to have with us all. We can see that through the person that Jesus grew 

up to be. We just have to open the door of our heart and ask God to en-

ter in. This Christmastime is a perfect time to start. 

Rev Lorraine 
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Word from the Wardens 
 
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, when with the ever circling 

years shall come the time foretold, when the new heaven and earth shall own the 

Prince of Peace their king, and the whole world send back the song which now the 

angels sing. 

We stand at the gateway of a new year; the days indeed seem to be hastening on! 

2020 can also be expressed as Twenty-Twenty, a term used to signify excellent eye-

sight and clarity of vision. Hindsight is though a precious but elusive quality. I am sure 

we would all have welcomed the ability to fully appreciate what was about to happen 

before it actually did thus avoiding pitfalls and heartache. 

However the past has happened; history cannot be reversed. My late father was fond 

of quoting from a poem called “The lesson of the Watermill”, each verse ending with 

the refrain: “The mill will never grind with the water that has passed.” Life is not a 

rehearsal but a continuous “live” drama; retakes are not an option! 

Both as individuals in our daily lives and as members of this church fellowship we 

must simply strive to make the best of things, overcoming adversities, and making the 

most of opportunities to spread light and joy. “Time will never again bring chances 

passed away.” So: “Leave no tender word unsaid [and] love while life shall last.” 

Therefore may our New Year’s resolution be to follow in our Lord’s footsteps as close-

ly as possible in order to become the people he desires us to be. 

God of this New Year, we pray for the days to come. We have heard your offer to make 

us new if we will put our trust in the saving love of Jesus. With your help we will open 

our hearts and minds to take into our lives the power of your transforming spirit. 

Amen 

Andrew and Martin 

Seated Exercise Session 
Normally on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 12:15 pm.  
Next meeting on 15 January 

New members are always welcome 
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We started our evening in prayer and worship - we sang ‘Be still and Know that I am 

God’. 

 

We spent a lot of the evening discussing our Mission Action Plan. Building on our 

three priorities and developing our 5 year plan for these. We split into three groups 

and asked two questions; 1) Where are we now with each of these priorities and 2) 

Where do we want to be in 5 years. We started this work which will go back to and be 

progressed by the standing committee. 

We approved the budget for the church for Jan 2020 to Dec 2020. This budget was 

difficult for all those involved as, for the first time in many years, the budget was 

showing a deficit of approximately £10,000. The Finance Sub-Committee had met pri-

or to PCC and worked hard on the budget and they presented their thoughts to the 

PCC. Much discussion followed as the finance committee has had to make some hard 

decisions. The budget that the Finance Sub-Committee brought to the PCC was ap-

proved and a decision to highlight the financial situation to the whole church during 

the year was agreed. We  are still facing a deficit budget but of a much lesser magni-

tude. If you would like to get involved with how the church looks after its finances 

then please do have a word with Chris Poole or John Clifton.  

The Centre Management Centre report was received by the PCC. The new Fee struc-

ture for the Occasional offices (Weddings and Funerals) were approved. 

A Standing Committee report was given and we discussed correspondence that the 

PCC had received.  

PCC summary December 2019 

Our Three Priorities 
 Developing good models of nurture, fellowship and prayer within the 

church—we will endeavour to support this through developing the Home-

group structure in our church. 

 To build a church that is multigenerational. We will start this by focusing 

on the missing generations currently seen in our church - young adults and 

students. 

 Developing models of organisation within our church so that we can effec-

tively build and grow. 
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Bishop Stephen Cottrell 

The Queen has approved the nomination of the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell as the next 

Archbishop of York, Downing Street has announced. 

Bishop Stephen said: “I am humbled and excited at the prospect of becoming the 98th 

Archbishop of York. 

I will receive the baton from Archbishop Sentamu. These aren’t just big shoes to fill, 

but a big heart and a big vision. 

However, I am not daunted. Archbishop Sentamu and I have worked together in mis-

sion on many occasions and I hope to build on the work he has pioneered. Working 

alongside the Archbishop of Canterbury, I hope to help the church be more joyful and 

more effective in sharing the gospel and bringing hope and unity to our nation. 

Although I was born and grew up in Essex, I lived and served in Huddersfield for nine 

years. I know and love the north of England. Two of our children were born there. 

I now look forward to returning and being a voice for the North, sharing the liberating 

good news of the gospel and helping to address the discrepancies of wealth and oppor-

tunity that too often favour the South." 

Archbishop Justin said: “I am delighted that the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell has been 

nominated to become Archbishop of York. 

Archbishop Sentamu’s ministry has been extraordinarily significant. In Bishop Stephen 

there is a worthy successor. 

He is someone who radiates the joy and love of Jesus, making his hearers want to meet 

and know Christ better. 

He has been a Bishop for 15 years, and wherever he has gone he has spread the love of 

God, leading churches to be more confident in what they believe and more passionate 

in what they do for their communities. 

His long experience in many areas, including nine years in the north of England, means 

that he brings wisdom as well as gifts in his ministry. He writes beautifully, engagingly 

and honestly, easily read and profoundly thoughtful. 
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He is committed not only to speaking of Jesus, but to the renewal and reform of the 

Church of England in every aspect, as a church with a living, spiritual presence in every 

community. He is committed to the church as a place of safety, of growth and of hope. 

He leads on the work of tackling our past failures in our attention to diversity, to outer 

estates. He has deep experience of both urban and rural work. 

With a particular passion for Kenya, Bishop Stephen knows well the variety and vibran-

cy of the Anglican Communion and is utterly committed to the life and unity of the 

communion as a whole. 

Personally, I know that he will be both an encouraging and a challenging colleague, and 

am sure that working together we will be able to address spiritually and practically the 

great challenges facing our country, and facing the Church of England.” 

Archbishop Sentamu said: “Bishop Stephen Cottrell has the Gospel in his belly and a 

tiger in the tank!” 

A Foundation Course in Pastoral Care  
St Andrew’s Church, St Andrew’s 

Close, Alresford, Colchester, CO7 8BL 

Saturdays 8 & 22 February, 14 & 21 March & 4 April, 

9.30am to 3.30pm 

Develop your understanding of pastoral care from a Christian 

perspective, and be more effective in caring for others. 

For more information and an application form for this free course con-

tact Diane Hardy, Course administrator at 

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org  or phone Diane on 01245 294449 

Free School Uniform 

Wednesday 8 January 

9:30 – 11:30 am 

At Wimpole Road Methodist Church 

Part of the weekly Coffee Morning 

mailto:dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org


8 

 



9 

 



10 

Open Mic Night is your chance to have your say about 
Christianity or anything of interest to young people, Your testimony, 
Your hobby, Your experience, Your song, play Your instrument, Your po-
em, even a group of You could do a small drama... the list is endless. 
Come along to youth club on a Thursday night.  

You might not be cut out for youth work but young people love to hear 
other generations of people give their stories or provide something for 
their benefit.  

The Open Mic Night time starts at 8pm and should last around 10mins 
so please make a note of this if you are interested. 

We would love to see you. All you have to do is check with Carl, Mal, 
Sara, Debbie or the Youthy Team 
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Your Newish Church Administrator 

Hello, I am Andrew Topple and I started as your 
Church Administrator at the end of Au-
gust.  Some people might know me well, others 
might be aware of me and some may not even 
know my name.  Speaking to Rev Lorraine the 
other day, we thought it might be useful, after a 
few months, to introduce myself and share a 
little bit about me. 

I have not lived in Colchester all my life as my 
father was in the army so we travelled the world. 
However, I did go to school in Colchester, but at 
that time I never dreamt that I would end up 
living back in the town.  I returned to Colchester 
at the age of 21 when my parents settled in the 
area and have lived in Old Heath for over 30 
years now.  I am married to Sarah who has lived 
in New Town and Old Heath all her life and we have two sons; Michael and Matthew 
aged 22 and 13 respectively. 

For over 34 years I worked for NatWest Bank, initially in the local branches and then in 
the office at Severalls Business Park and for my last 15+ years running regional or na-
tional teams of people.  During 2018 I was put at risk of redundancy and having been 
through many restructures and this process over the preceding years I took something 
of a leap of faith to leave the Bank in April 2019 to enable me to dedicate more time to 
my work at Wimpole Road Methodist Church and to spend time with my family. 

Whilst I was not desperate to find another job quickly, I had always had in mind that 
doing something such as Church administration would be both fulfilling and a good use 
of the skills I have developed over many years at the Bank.  When this role was adver-
tised it really felt as if my prayers had been answered and I cannot tell you how pleased 
I was when I was successfully appointed to the role. 

For as long as I can remember I have had a faith, however over the years this has waiv-
ered and been tested at times and I have been a member at Wimpole Road for almost 
30 years.  Over that time I have run the Sunday School, Holiday Clubs together with 
many other events and activities and I am now serving my second terms as Church 
Steward (similar to a Church Warden within the Anglican Church).  At Wimpole Road, 
like St Stephen’s, we are working really hard to build relationships within the New 
Town Community and share the love of God with those around us in really practical 
ways.  I feel truly blessed to  be able to work for and with you and I pray that this will 
give even more opportunities to work ecumenically within the New Town area. 

Andrew Topple 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 

 
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The February newsletter should be available by 2 February  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Thursday 23 January to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 


