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February 2nd  Candlemas 
    10.15 am Messy Church 
      (no Sunday Club) 
 
February 5th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 

February 9th  Epiphany 5 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 

February 12th  10.30 am Wednesday Service 

February 16th  Epiphany 6 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club in the hall 

February 19th  10:30 am Wednesday Service 

February 23rd  Transfiguration 

    10.15 am  Holy Communion 

    10.15 am  Sunday Club All Age Breakfast 

      in the hall 

February 26th  Ash Wednesday 

    10.30 am Holy Communion and Ashing 

    7:00 pm Holy Communion and Ashing 

March 1st   Lent 1 

    10.15 am Messy Church 

    (no Sunday Club) 

 

 

February Services 
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Pause a moment….. 

In Mark’s Gospel we hear Jesus teaching large groups in Parables. One of the parables 
learnt from a very young age is the ‘Parable of the sower’ (Mark 4: 1-12). Jesus tells the 
story of a farmer who went out to sow some seeds. Most of the seeds didn’t make it, 
could it have been as much as 75%. Only 25% flourished.  Stark truths. 

It is unusual in the Gospels to hear Jesus explaining the parables but the disciples were 
obviously puzzled by what Jesus was talking about and hadn’t heard him teaching in 
this way before.  So Jesus explains, he tells them that the seeds represent God’s word* 
The birds are the evil one, taking the word from the path and gobbling it up. The word 
that is sown in the rocky ground although it is received quickly with joy very quickly 
becomes burnt away as it has no root in which to grow. The last doomed seeds fall 
amongst the thorns.  It is the lure of power, wealth, worldliness ‘other things’ which 
choke God’s word so that it can’t flourish.  

From quite a gentle story comes a powerful lesson. Jesus clearly wants the disciples to 
be different from those who listen but do not understand (v. 12).  Are we listening? Do 
we understand? 

We are God’s disciples now.  Jesus wants us to ensure that our faith takes deep root in 
good soil.  Jesus wants us blossom, grow and bear plentiful fruits.  But in order for that 
to happen we need to take notice of what harms us.  What is it that causes our faith to 
falter and fall by the wayside.  As the parable mentions is there a risk that our faith and 
belief is taken away through the evil one, by having shallow roots and weak founda-
tions or allowing worldly concerns to lure and pull us away from our core/centre in 
God.  

Faith is hard work, just like gardening is. I don’t know if you remember the story of 
Peter Rabbit?  Mr Macgregor had a prizewinning garden. He was so proud of it and 
constantly cared and nurtured it.  Do we spend as much time caring and nurturing our 
relationship with God. 

Being a Christian isn’t easy and we often get it wrong.  God is patient and God is kind. 
God doesn’t mind if we ask questions or if we doubt.  However, being a Christian isn’t 
part time.  We can’t decide to be a Christian on Sunday but forget about it Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday etc.  We can’t decide to be a Christian but ignore what that 
means for our daily lives, our money, our responsibilities, our parenting, our creation, 
our relationships etc.  Sometimes we disagree over those things and that’s alright, we 
pray, discuss and pray some more.  The more we pray, study, worship and open our 
hearts to God day by day, moment by moment our hearts will be changed.  The more 
we seek God the more ‘our will’ will be aligned with God’s.  This is the good soil to en-
rich us.  

Rev Lorraine 

* God’s son Jesus is often referred to as ‘The Word’ See John 1:1-14 
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Word from the Wardens 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel; make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your God and our God. 

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to making our Confirmation Ser-

vice, held on Sunday 19th January, such a joyous and special occasion: Our thanks to 

all who helped with the catering (another impressive spread!) and to all who helped 

behind the scenes. It all ensured that for our five candidates – Belinda, Jamie, 

Matthew, Titiana and Zoe it truly was a red-letter day in their continuing journey of 

faith. 

Especial thanks must also be recorded to Bishop Stephen who conducted the service 

and preached such an inspirational sermon. Chelmsford’s loss will be York’s gain when 

he replaces John Sentamu later this year. Bishop Stephen’s final service in the Diocese 

will be on Easter Day. His successor, whoever he/she may be, has a hard act to follow! 

Incidentally, Bishop Stephen isn’t the first “Essex boy” to become Archbishop of York. 

Samuel Harsnett (after whom Harsnett Road is named) who was son of a St Botolph’s 

baker was elevated to the position of Archbishop during the reign of Charles I. 

Following the laying on of hands, performed on all the candidates, the Bishop then 

addressed the entire congregation. May these words inspire and strengthen each if us 

in our daily walk with God: 

Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God. Will you continue on the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

Well you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself? 

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the world 

and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

The response to all the above questions should be a resounding “with the help of God, 

we will.”  

At the start of a New Year we commend the above to you all. 

Andrew and Martin 
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The Gospel is Good news for God’s Earth  
 
At PCC on 13 January in partnership with John Clifton, who presented the 
Case for a Climate Emergency I outlined why we should also include the Biodi-
versity Crisis.    
 
John’s outline of the challenges of Climate change, led me on to the need to 
draw attention to the associated and inextricably intertwined matter of the un-
precedented biodiversity crisis the planet is facing.   Hundreds of thousands of 
different species of animals and plants are facing extinction because of human 
activity, according to the United Nations.  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-
unprecedented-report/ 
 
The man-made bio-diversity crisis began 100s of years before the climate cri-
sis.   Tackling climate change and the breakdown of the natural world must be 
met in tandem.    Some of the action on climate change could inadvertently 
damage and degrade biodiversity further, so humanity must take account of 
both in all its actions globally and locally.  It is being said that we must “bend 
the curve of loss by 2030,” meaning the process of recovering what has been 
lost must begin by then.   
 
Why should Christians care about biodiversity? 
 
There are numerous passages of scripture that celebrate the natural world.  
Psalm 24:1 says “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” This is not our 
world!    As Christians we have no right to demand continuous growth of Gross 
National Product at the expense of the environment and most of the rest of the 
world’s population, especially if it means denial of the same material benefits to 
others.  We have to find a new way to define prosperity and success.  As 
Christians we already have this in our relationship with Jesus Christ.   We can 
no longer “pass by on the other side” by being indifferent to the needs of our 
brothers and sisters elsewhere.  Colossians 1:19-20 states that Jesus came to 
save all that God has made, because God so loved the world (John 3:16,) not 
just us human beings.   As Christians we are called to save the entire world!   
Now is the time for us to apply our calling and responsibilities as stewards of 
creation to do what we can as a Parish Church and as individuals to be part of 
the solution and not part of the problem.  
 
What can we do? 
 
As a parish church and as individuals we can set an example to the community 
by adopting practices and supporting causes that demonstrate God’s loving 
care for our planet and show that the Christian Way is not one that advocates 
or contributes to the destruction of our natural world.   I commend commitment 

to Arocha Eco-Audit to you  https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ and support the 
setting up of a Parish eco group to identify and initiate further actions to facili-
tate us being  part of “bending the curve.”  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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Carol singing 
 
Thank you to all the Marvellous people that came carol singing in 

December we had a marvellous turnout and raised £187.06 for 

Beacon House while we sang. Before returning for some lovely 

soup and treats. Here is a note from Beacon House:  

“On behalf of the staff and service users at Beacon House, I would like to thank 
all at St Stephens & Wimpole Road Methodist Churches for your very generous 
gift of £187.08, raised through carol singing, a tremendous effort by all!.  With 
over 250 current service users at any one time we are very grateful to all the 
people who donate to us. 
As the days become colder and darker, people often think of the homeless and 
how they can help.  We are very encouraged by this and all donations we re-
ceive help us to help the most vulnerable in our community.” 
 
Many thanks, Chris, Carl & Andrew 

Stephen Cottrell’s outgoing Bishop’s New Year message understood this very 
issue. He pointed out that “where once we talked about sustainability, we now 
question whether the fundamentals of our present existence on this planet are 
sustainable at all.”   He concluded by saying “Please join me this year in seek-
ing to live gently in the world and to enhance God’s creation, you are our suc-
cessors’ predecessors. In 2020 bless the inheritance you bequeath them.”  
 
At the PCC on 13 January St Stephen’s declared a Climate and Biodiversi-
ty Emergency, agreed to set up an Eco Group chaired by John Clifton and 
to sign up to A Rocha Eco Church. 
 
Chris Poole  

At St Stephen’s Church Centre 

Wednesdays from 1:15 pm 

(during term time) 
 

Everybody welcome 

Snacks and refreshments provided £1 per session 
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Home-Group Information 

Below are details of our various  home group meetings: 

Wednesday Evening Home Group in the Playroom from 7 – 8 pm the first 

Wednesday of the month. Contact Claire Lord or Sarah Hinge 

(clairelord69@yahoo.co.uk)  

Thursday Daytime Home Group Contact Louise Brown 

(louiseandian@hotmail.co.uk)  

Thursday Lunchtime Home Group in the Chapel from 12 noon to 2 pm (bring 

your own lunch) every fortnight. Contact Beryl Hutley or Mary Bibby 

(beryl.hutley@btinternet.com)  

Friday Night Home Group Contact John Clifton or Peter Porteous-Butler 

(pb@peterbutler.com)  

Saturday Night Home Group Contact Belinda Kerins 

(blin.kerins@yahoo.co.uk)  

Meditation / Contemplation Group in the Chapel at 9 am, starting 3rd Sunday 

of the month from January 2020. Contact John Clifton or Saulo De Barros 

(jclifton60@gmail.com)  

Student / Young People Home Group Contact Rev Lorraine or Kenichiro Seto 

(revbadger.watts@hotmail.com)  

For any other information, please contact Rev Lorraine, the Office at: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk or the group leaders 

Mary Bibby has really appreciated the support that she has been given since Ken was 

taken ill and wanted to write to the entire congregation to express her thanks for the 

prayers, thoughts and cards which have been received.  

Ken remains stable but please continue to hold him and Mary in your prayers. 
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A Foundation Course in Pastoral Care  
St Andrew’s Church, St Andrew’s 

Close, Alresford, Colchester, CO7 8BL 

Saturdays 8 & 22 February, 14 & 21 

March & 4 April, 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Develop your understanding of pastoral care from a Christian 

perspective, and be more effective in caring for others. 

For more information and an application form for this free course con-

tact Diane Hardy, Course administrator at 

dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org  or phone Diane on 01245 294449 

Seated Exercise Session 
Normally on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 12:15 pm.  
Next meeting on 19 February 

New members are always welcome 

mailto:dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
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Free School Uniform 

Wednesday 16 February 

9:30 – 11:30 am 

At Wimpole Road Methodist Church 

Part of the weekly Coffee Morning 

Go For Gold 

Holiday Club 2020 
Save the dates;  24 – 28 August 2020 (10 am – 2 pm) 

at Wimpole Road Methodist Church 

Click here for more information and to download a consent form 

We are taking bookings now; to reserve your place please: 

Email: wimpoleroadmc@gmail.com 

Text: 07847 846 292 or message us on Facebook 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzSEdvgDs8VofYOkDLmRKuxn9TeyKQPS/view?usp=sharing
mailto:wimpoleroadmc@gmail.com
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B447847846292&hl=en&authuser=0
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From 1 February 2020 at St Stephens: 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 01206 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Enquiry Hour to arrange Banns, Weddings and Baptisms 
is on the 1st Friday of each month 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

 
St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 

 
Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The March newsletter should be available by Sunday 1 March  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Monday 24 February to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Any notices that miss the monthly newsletter for any reason can be given to Beryl to 

put on the weekly sheet, if possible by the previous Monday or at least by 2 pm on the 

Thursday. 


