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Join for worship with St Stephen’s 

during the COVID 19 crisis 

Sunday 
Every Sunday morning, join with Rev Lorraine and other members of 

the congregation for morning worship from 10:15.  You can access this 

via either the St Stephen’s  Church—Colchester Facebook page or via 

our Church web site 

All are welcome to join us and share any feedback or requests. 

Please share with your friends. 

Weekly prayer and Bible Study meetings jointly 
with Wimpole Road Methodist Church 
Join us via Zoom via the internet or dial in from your land line or mobile on 

0203 481 5240, 0203 481 5237 or 0208 080 6591 

 

Prayer meeting on Wednesdays at 10:30 am 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506  
 
OR dial using the phone numbers above. 
 
When prompted input the Meeting ID: 195 594 506 and password 011904 (if needed) 
 
Bible Study on Thursdays at 7:30 pm; 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295  

OR dial using the phone numbers above. 

When prompted input the Meeting ID: 780 700 295 and password 011904 (if needed)  

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw09vPMv-EMjZOAnxdejv_kX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0te6hfYndmqg_7Z-QGCcjw
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Pause for thought………Rev Lorraine 

One of the things that I have been enjoying since lockdown started is seeing and enjoy-
ing watching the world around me live and grow. Thanks to the Hiltons (and possibly 
the Shillaker’s) we have the most amazing garden full of beautiful plants. I don’t often 
get to spend a lot of time sitting around, especially in the garden, so last year I hardly 
saw any of the plants that were there. This year has been totally different. As I sit in 
the garden I notice that some of the roses are beginning to shoot as others are begin-
ning to wane. They have been planted with such care that as soon as one type has fin-
ished flowering another starts to bloom. This means that we have had continual beau-
ty surrounding us.  

In the Psalms (145:5) it says, ‘on the glorious splendour of your majesty, and on your 
wondrous works, I will meditate’. I have enjoyed a book that Bishop Stephen wrote 
reflecting on Christ in the wilderness. The book is a reflection on the artwork of Stanley 
Spencer. One picture I have particularly enjoyed is a picture of Jesus considering the 
lilies of the field. Here he is sat on the floor studying intently these precious little flow-
ers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mountainous among the daisies: Christ in the Wilderness: Consider the Lilies (1939) by 

Stanley Spencer, in the State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia 
CREDIT: © THE ESTATE OF STANLEY SPENCER 2012. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED DACS  

As someone who struggles to really see what is front of me, I often miss this skill. To sit 
still and to meditate on the beauty around me. Of course if I am in dramatic scenery or 
the weather creates a diversion my attention is automatically drawn. But to sit in the 
everyday and to witness creation around me is taking time and practice. I am trying to 
look outside the window and notice the changes. I spend time looking at the bees as 
they strive and work. I am trying to spend time on one plant or flower not rushing onto 
something else. To sit and notice the structure of the leaves or the true colour of the 
flowers. I have done this as a way to connect to God. Quite often during the last  



5 

cont… 
couple of months I have found this harder to do as we have been unable to worship 
together in the normal way. I have often in the past found God most easily through 
connection with others. But I have found through watching the natural world around 
me and meditating on it, I am seeing God at work and in action.  

I look at the picture from Stanley Spencer and I am drawn by childlike quality Jesus 
possesses to see the world around through fresh eyes, as though he’s never before 
seen this particular plant. Such wonder and joy.  

The young people in the Colchester Episcopal area have been considering what it 
might be like to create a new monastic community for today’s young people. Together 
they have created the idea of a ‘Living Way’. They are exploring this through four ways 
of living; living with myself, living together, living well and living with faith. As they 
have met each week they have been looking together at what each element of this 
looks like. What does it mean to live with myself, together etc? I have found myself 
reflecting on these questions along with them. Maybe it’s something important for us 
all to do? 

I am so proud of the way that our church has continued to serve and worship despite 
not being physically together in the church building. It has been lovely to see people 
get involved with the weekly service on YouTube. It has been great to see people 
phoning and catching up with each other and pastorally supporting one another. Our 
young people’s group have continued to meet thanks to the dedication of young peo-
ple and leaders. We have been able to meet for weekly Bible study through zoom and 
every week we have been able to pray and worship (together with Wimpole Road 
Methodist) in our Morning Prayer on Zoom. We have been able to support those in 
real need and we have latterly been able to get involved with Pepi from the GO4 Café 
supporting her work to deliver food parcels for those struggling to manage to provide 
for their families, plus our support of the local foodbank. I pray that God will continue 
to bless us all. 

Rev Lorraine 
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Word from the Wardens 
 

He has risen! He is risen indeed. That is the triumphal message of Easter. As we cele-

brate Pentecost, the question is: Where is the Church? The nation has been in lock-

down for some two months and during that period our church buildings have re-

mained closed. As a consequence, there has been much anguished debate concerning 

just what it means to be “Church.” 

Bishop Stephen, as he prepares to become the next Archbishop of York, has robustly 

defended the C of E from accusations of having vacated the public sphere during the 

coronavirus crisis, giving examples of the Church proving more than active within the 

communities it serves… 

In Coggeshall, a telephone visiting service has been set up, along with telephone ser-

mon and prayer lines. They have also put up baskets of home-made butterflies – a 

symbol of the Resurrection – in the churchyard, so that those taking their daily walk 

can attach them to a large wooden cross erected outside the porch. In Chelmsford, a 

brand new church that doesn’t even have a building yet has started a Zoom Bible study 

group. The local food bank wouldn’t exist without them. And in Colchester, a parish 

priest has introduced You Tube assemblies; children’s and youth events being run 

online. Many frazzled parents and stir-crazy kids are benefitting from this ministry. 

Meanwhile, two million listeners to Radio 4 and 600,000 people online listened to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury on Easter Day – a service held in the Archbishop’s kitchen. 

Certainly the ability to live-stream services has enabled many people to participate in 

worship, including many who would have hesitated to enter a church building. Also via 

the internet, families separated by distance can now worship together. The Church is 

indeed very much alive: We are, after all, called to be a called-out people – even in 

lockdown! 

All the same, these new online fellowships are founded upon the life that we physically 

share together; a life that has its basis within our church buildings – places which ena-

ble us to put down roots and grow together in faith. 

Bricks and mortar may be costly and require constant maintenance, but they are far 

more than merely “rain shelters.” Churches are places that evoke those who went be-

fore us and who are now remembered in wall plaques, war memorials or stained glass. 

They are places that have been made holy by the prayers of previous generations. 

They are places that also connect us to the present, serving as the beating heart of the 

neighbourhoods in which they are set. 
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Cont. 

In the coming weeks, as restrictions are hopefully gradually lifted, our churches will 

once again become open places of personal prayer providing much needed solace and 

sustenance for the soul. The time will also come when we will at last be able to gather 

once more for collective worship – although services may well be somewhat different 

from what they were. One thing, though, is certain – we must strive to remain the 

beating heart of our parish come what may. 

I know that Bishop Stephen’s prayer is that a stronger and more servant centred 

Church will emerge from this crisis. Amen to that: He is not here! He is risen 

P.S. An inscription over a church door in Cheshire: “This is the House of God. This is the 

gate of heaven. (This door is locked in the winter months).” May our doors always be 

open! 

Andrew and Martin 

A message from Mary Bibby: 
 
Mary, John, Paul, Nicky and families would like to thank the Church family and friends 
for their prayers, kind thoughts, cards and messages of sympathy. 

The last five months have been a very difficult time for us as a family with dear Ken’s 
admittance to hospital in December, then to Foxburrow Grange Care home and finally 
back into hospital where he sadly passed away. 

We have been comforted in our grief by your many lovely tributes to Ken with special 
mention of that paid by Chris, Debbie, Issy, Hannah, Jasmine and Mal. 

Many thanks also to Rev Lorraine for conducting the funeral service under such unusu-
al and difficult circumstances and to Carl for his care and support from the very begin-
ning and during the final days of Ken’s life. It was such a comfort to the family and my-
self .  

With love and God Bless you all. 
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Hello Annie Porteous-Butler 

My name is Annie and I’ve been coming to St 

Stephens for about six years with my hus-

band, Peter, and daughter, Molly. We don’t 

live in the parish but, because we knew some 

of the people who attend we decided to pop 

along to Saturday morning chill out, and the 

rest, as they say, is history. We’ve made 

some fantastic friendships here! 

I was born and brought up in Colchester and 

attended the Brethren Assembly at Maldon 

Road Chapel until my early twenties. I moved 

to Bocking when I married Molly’s father, but 

as he was very anti-church, I didn’t attend anywhere regularly. After our divorce in 

2012, Molly and I attended the Church at Stebbing and continued going there even 

after we moved back to Colchester.  

Not too long after we started coming to St Stephen’s, I got involved with Sunday Club 

taking the under 5’s group and eventually I was persuaded to nominate myself for the 

PCC as well. It was a great experience and helped me get to know others in the fellow-

ship much better (I’d recommend it!). Not long afterwards I started a degree course in 

person-centred counselling at Colchester Institute, at about the same time I also 

attended a training day organised by the diocese about listening to children. It was 

because of this that I proposed that we ask the children and young people what they 

wanted the Sunday clubs to be like. The two biggest changes were starting earlier so 

that the children join the whole church for the peace and starting the mornings activi-

ties with all age groups together; this has really helped build relationships across the 

age boundaries. 

Unfortunately, in 2018 I started to feel very lethargic and, following a misdiagnosis by 

my GP, became very unwell. This meant that I had to step down from both the PCC 

and Sunday club and missed a lot of Sunday morning services too. Thankfully I am now 

a lot better but have been diagnosed with Fibromyalgia. This leaves me very tired and 

makes it difficult for me to walk. I am now just finishing my degree so have a bit more 

time and energy to do other things. Like a lot of us at St Stephens, I’m into art and 

craft, and enjoy flower arranging, so I hope after lockdown has ended to get back to 

Saturday chill out and helping decorate the church for Easter, Harvest and Christmas! 
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Radical Pres-
ence in 

Chelmsford 
Diocese 

 

 
This free 7-week programme of conversations is now offered to Christians of any de-
nomination in the area of the Chelmsford Diocese. 

Conversations in small groups take place on Zoom each week for seven weeks at  

7:30pm on Tuesdays starting on 9 June. 

If you would like to join the conversations, please register using the link at the end of 
this flyer. 

Who is arranging the programme? 

The people facilitating this programme are John Clifton, PCC member and Andrew Top-
ple, administrator from St Stephens Church, Colchester. John is a member of Green 
Christian and was involved in piloting Radical Presence. 

 Green Christian launches a platform for Christians to develop mission and advo-
cacy for a world at the ‘tipping point’ 

 ‘Radical Presence’ is a new course of seven online group conversations on the 
pandemic and its aftermath 

 The programme equips church groups to harness the national mood for social 
change. 

As Britain debates how it will emerge from lockdown, the charity Green Christian has 
launched Radical Presence, (www.radicalpresence.org.uk), an initiative to help church-
es build a more sustainable, just and compassionate world after the pandemic.  The 
online initiative will foster ambition to tackle the crises of environmental breakdown, 
inequality and polarisation, and help to build support for a ‘just recovery’.  

What is Radical Presence? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddPuwPaOp3rkGoOl4TOGC8TG0I22mxHuiPRwx6K2_GdttsGA/viewform?usp=pp_url
http://www.radicalpresence.org.uk/
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The pandemic has come at a critical time in the climate and ecological emer-
gency, with the postponement of COP26, the United Nations climate sum-
mit which was due to take place in Glasgow this November.  But it has also 
provoked unprecedented readiness for change: a recent YouGov poll 
found only 9% of the population want life to return to ‘normal’.  Radical 
Presence enables these longings to find their voice among Christians in the 
UK.  

Over seven sessions, Radical Presence stimulates conversations in small 
groups which draw on the Bible, Christian faith, experience, science and 
analysis. Groups have the option to record key points from their discussion 
to help inform Green Christian’s activities and campaigning.  In this 
way Radical Presence will help build a consensus to guide the nation’s emer-
gence from lockdown, and will equip Christians for mission and advocacy in 
a changed world. 

Paul Bodenham, who led the development of Radical Presence, said: 

It’s becoming clear that there is no longer a ‘normal’ to go back 
to.  In fact ‘normal’ was the cause of many of our problems.  People 
are expressing a ‘hunger and thirst for righteousness’ with an inten-
sity I’ve never witnessed before.  With Radical Presence they will dis-
cover that they are not alone, and that together we can mobilise 
change.  If there is any way to honour those whose lives have been 
lost, it must surely be in our efforts to build a better society.  But we 
need to be quick – if we leave it until church doors are unlocked we 
may miss our chance. 

Professor Sir Ghillean Prance FRS, VMH (Founding Director of The Eden 
Project): 

Radical Presence is a truly needed programme at this time of uncer-
tainty. …. we are at a decisive time where we have the opportunity 
to take a new and better pathway. I hope that many people will take 

The Context 

The conversations 

Comments and commendations 

https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2020/04/finding-the-road-to-renewal
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Bishop David Atkinson, a Bishop in the Diocese of Southwark:  

In ‘Radical Presence’, the mixture of biblical reflection, prayer and 
social and political engagement help us to see this ‘kairos’ moment 
as one of opportunity and choice.   

Click here to register to join. 

You will receive an acknowledgement immediately.  Joining instructions 
together with further information will be issued during the week begin-
ning 1 June. 

Register to take part in the conversations…. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddPuwPaOp3rkGoOl4TOGC8TG0I22mxHuiPRwx6K2_GdttsGA/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Lockdown Family Fun Puzzles! 
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Join the dots 
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Contact Information 

St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 01206 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The July newsletter should be available by Sunday 28 June.  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Monday 22 June to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 


