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Join for worship with St Stephen’s 

during the COVID 19 crisis 

Sunday 
Every Sunday morning, join with Rev Lorraine and other members of 

the congregation for morning worship from 10:15.  You can access this 

via either the St Stephen’s  Church—Colchester Facebook page or via 

our Church web site 

All are welcome to join us and share any feedback or requests. 

Please share with your friends. 

Weekly prayer and Bible Study meetings jointly 
with Wimpole Road Methodist Church 
Join us via Zoom via the internet or dial in from your land line or mobile on 

0203 481 5240, 0203 481 5237 or 0208 080 6591 

 

Prayer meeting on Wednesdays at 10:30 am 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506  
 
OR dial using the phone numbers above. 
 
When prompted input the Meeting ID: 195 594 506 and password 011904 (if needed) 
 
Bible Study on Thursdays at 7:30 pm; 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295  

OR dial using the phone numbers above. 

When prompted input the Meeting ID: 780 700 295 and password 011904 (if needed) 

Please page 10 for details of the weekly Zoom Cafe  

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw09vPMv-EMjZOAnxdejv_kX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0te6hfYndmqg_7Z-QGCcjw
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Pause for thought…..Rev Lorraine 
The lectionary readings that we will be looking at through July which are taken from St 
Matthew’s Gospel focus  on seeds, growing and planting; the Parable of the Sower, 
Parable of the Weeds and the Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast.  

It seems appropriate to think about these things as the nation has taken to the garden. 
I know many people who have tried gardening when they never have before. We as a 
church have recently been involved in ‘Dig for Victory’, an initiative whereby plants/
containers and compost were given out to low income families encouraging them to 
‘grow your own’ veg.  

Whereas those of us not involved in gardening may have lost the meanings of some of 
these parables actually when 
you get dug in (excuse the 
pun) to planting they start to 
make a bit more sense. I now 
understand about the rocky 
and tough ground, I know 
about the need to water, to 
tend and prune. I know 
about the birds (or slugs) 
eating the seeds, I under-
stand what it is to have a 
multitude of weeds growing 
where you have just planted 
your vegetable plants or 
prize flowers. Maybe many 
of you do too….. 

At the ‘Ordinary’ time we look at what it means to Jesus’ disciples in the world. How 
do we live our lives to glorify God? How do we plant, seed and prune our lives and that 
of the church? Lots of people have been talking about what we take and what we 
leave behind after lockdown. What are the important bits of our calling to God that we 
mustn’t lose and what perhaps can we leave behind? 

I think it’s important to remember that we are still the Body of Christ even though 
sometimes we feel parted from one another. The way we continue to support and 
encourage each other is important. This is one of the ‘hold onto’ bits, the bit that we 
must not ever lose. Through our fellowship (with God and one another) we build up 
the people of God and that helps us to build the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God 
must start where we are and it takes perseverance and patience.  

Gardening as I’ve found out takes a lot of work and practice and so does our life to-
gether as a church. But it’s going to be worth it in the end. With my mother in law I  
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cont… 
 
have started watching Gardeners world. On the 
weekly programmes during lockdown viewers 
at home send in their videos of all their beauti-
ful gardens and vegetable plots. Weekly I see 
the amazing results of people who commit 
themselves to pruning and weeding their flower 
beds and vegetable plots. The fruit of the la-
bour is beautiful.  

NT Wright says ‘The church exists primarily for 
two closely correlated purposes; to worship 
God and to work for his Kingdom in the world…
The church also exists for a third purpose, 
which serves the other two; to encourage one 
another, to build one another up in faith, to 
pray with and for one another, to learn from 
one another and teach one another, and to set 
one another examples to follow, challenges to 

take up, and urgent tasks to perform. This is all part of what is known loosely as fellow-
ship’.  

I hope that as we move into this new season of ‘Church’ that we will be able to exist in 
this way so that we will be able to harvest the fruits of our labours together. 

Rev Lorraine 

Word from the Wardens 
 

The Lockdown has, at least, provided an extended opportunity for contemplation – 

whether spiritual or otherwise! It began mid-Lent; now we are in Trinity. Back in March 

it was dark, now we are bathed in warm sunshine. We are also now taking the first 

tentative steps back to a semblance of normality; including, one trusts, the re-opening 

of our church buildings. I don’t know how the past three months or so have been for 

you, but here are a few personal reflections… 

The Queen, in her address to the nation, invoked Dame Vera Lynn: “We’ll meet 

again.” (A sentiment now having added poignancy). The deprivation of physical contact 

is one I have felt keenly and so trust that the time is fast approaching when we will be 

able to meet again in person and not just via Zoom or as a disembodied voice on the 

other end of the telephone! 
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Cont… 
 

I have though been buoyed up by the words of our bishops – the Church has received 

some unfair criticism in certain quarters – but I know that Bishops Stephen, Roger and 

Peter have provided, and continue to provide, much needed spiritual guidance. They 

have in particular encouraged us to think about the future; amid all the uncertainties 

and changes; are there not also positives to take with us into our new reality? 

However we cannot ignore the fact that our Society is often fragmented, with deep 

tensions lying just below the surface. The Black Lives Matter protests are but one man-

ifestation of this. Such tensions are though hardly a new phenomenon. In an earlier 

age the predominant cause was faith not race: Protestant versus Catholic. I have been 

reminded of this as I am currently reading “The Mirror and the Light,” Hilary Mantel’s 

trilogy about the rise and fall of Thomas Cromwell; a story concerned with new defini-

tions of nationhood and one characterised by bloodshed and diametrically passionate 

opinions. 

Yet while the Reformation created a new understanding of Englishness, much was 

needlessly swept away through a heady combination of religious zeal and naked self-

interest. In a famous phrase, the philosopher, Edmund Burke, said: “Rage and frenzy 

will pull down more in half an hour than prudence, deliberation and foresight can build 

up in a hundred years.”  

The current campaign to dismantle certain statues is, I would suggest, an unhelpful 

distraction in addressing the very real and pressing problems that confront 21st Centu-

ry Britain. There is a clear need to adopt a more nuanced and reasoned discourse, for 

us all to be better informed about our past (and by it); to acknowledge equally national 

flaws and accomplishments – thereby enabling debate to move on to more fruitful and 

hopeful territory. 

On August 28th 1963, Dr Martin Luther King said: I have a dream that my four little chil-

dren will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their 

skin but by the content of their character. In Jesus Christ, we worship one who cut 

through all the societal barriers of his age: There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

For Christians, all people matter – all life matters. As we re-emerge from “hibernation” 

may we live out that truth, embody it in all our words and actions and thus truly prove 

a transforming presence in our communities. 

Andrew and Martin 



7 

Martin Kerins; the man behind the beard 

Hi, I’m Martin, I am a Church Warden here at 
St. Stephen’s and I’m on the Management 
Committee too. 

I came to St. Stephen’s about 6 years ago 
with my family. We were previously at Wim-
pole Road Methodist church.  I have felt im-
mediately at home here and have found lots 
to get involved with. I play in a worship group 
once a month and help on the tea and coffee 
too. I love being involved in church life and 
find that being involved in all these different 
activities really makes me feel part of the 
church family. 

I grew up in Sligo in the west of Ireland and 
didn’t come to England until I was about 18. I 
was brought up in a catholic family but it 
wasn’t until I came to church with Belinda 
(my wife) that I worked out that God wanted 
to be part of my life and not just a set of do’s and don'ts.  

Although I have been in England for 36 years, I still return to Ireland regularly because I 
have lots of family and friends over there. I first went to London but found it to be very 
different from a small town in Western Ireland. But when I found Colchester, I found it 
much more friendly and felt much more able to settle here. 

Belinda and I have seven children between us and together. We also both have three 
siblings, so life in our household is always busy and full. We also have plenty of friends 
between us and like to keep an open and lively house.  I think it’s safe to say that life is 
about family, friends and community. 

I look forward to seeing you all again after lockdown. 

Martin  
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Mavis Sadler recalls some stories from the past 

Many of you will know Mavis; well she has been a member of the St Stephen’s congre-
gation for a little while(!)  and we thought it would be fun to share a few of her stories 
more widely through the newsletter.  

So, we are very grateful that she has gathered a few of her recollections together to 
share with us all:  

St Stephens Church Choir 

Many moons ago, well over 70 years it was agreed that girls could become members of 
the choir. What a turn around. But now the problem of what we would wear, definitely 
not cassocks and surplices. So the war over but everything still in short supply, there 
was the old blackout curtains now not required. A housecoat pattern was purchased 
(remember housecoats) and various Mums made our robes. On our heads we wore 
black veils with a white stripe. These didn't last long because members of the congre-
gation complained and said we looked like nuns, so they were made into little hats and 
later into hair bands which eventually got lost. We also had little pleated satin and lace 
bibs to pin to front of robe. Happy days. 

Youth Club 

We had a very forward looking vicar at that time Rev. Cyril Sharp and he stared a Youth 
Club. We met in the old hall (Tin Tabernacle). Billiards , table tennis were purchased 
and my Mum donated our old gramophone, and a few records were acquired. In the 
hall were two tortoise stoves so some played games and mostly the girls gathered 
round the stoves. At the end of the evening we had a dances or two. A bit tame for 
today's youth. 
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Cont... 

Youth Club from the 1960’s 

VE Day 

I don't remember a great deal of  the celebrations. But I do remember going into town 
and my Mum had bought this wide ribbon in red, white and blue of course about 6 to 7 
inches wide. At that time lots of little girls had their hair in a bob with a ribbon tied one 
side. Well I had this huge bow and it really hurt my head and I windged all the way 
down Mersea Road. Didn't do any good I have to say. 

Thank you very much Mavis for sharing with us. 

Your Newsletter needs you….. 
Do you have a story to tell?  If you have stories or items that they would like to con-
tribute to future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-
colcheser.org.uk .  These might be stories from the past or present, poetry you may 
have written or anything else important to you that you would like to share.  It would 
be lovely to hear from you…. 

Andrew Topple 



10 

 



11 

Wimpole Road 
Holiday Club 

2020 

(for all Primary School aged children) 

Probably unsurprisingly, but neverthe-
less with regret, the decision has been 
taken that we will not be able to run 
Holiday Club this summer as normal at 
Wimpole Road.  We did have a few children booked in and we have been in touch 
with those families to advise them of this.  However, we are now exploring whether 
we can run a “Virtual” Holiday Club during the same week (24 – 28 August) with par-
ticipation via Zoom. 

So how will this work I hear you asking?  Well, we are still working on the details of 
this and in part this will be determined by the number of children who want to come 
along.  However, the current thinking is that we will meet up on Zoom, probably for 
about 45 minutes, each day of Holiday Club week and during this time we will run a 
number of activities based around the theme of the day / week.  These might include 
a video, a discussions and some group activities, challenges and games some of these 
might take place as a large group and others in smaller groups (all groups will be su-
pervised by a minimum of two adult leaders).  There will also be individual activities 
such as craft work which can be done at home and the plan is that we would provide 
the materials needed to do these to you a few days before the club starts. 

To help us to plan and determine whether we will be able to run this, we are asking 
that, if your children would like to take part, you pre-register them by clicking 
here.  This will need to be done by 3 July please.  Once we know who would like to 
come along we will then be able to plan accordingly, send you the registration form 
and nearer the start date the joining instructions. 

Whilst we are really enthusiastic about running this event, at this stage we cannot 
give a total assurance that it will happen as it is still dependent upon so many fac-
tors.  But, once you have responded to us in via the link below we will be able to 
keep in touch with you as our plans unfold. 

Many thanks and we pray that we will be able to move forward to deliver another 
amazing Holiday Club, albeit somewhat different from those of the past…. 

Andrew Topple & Sue Coltman 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevdqLsMC0sn4FB3y7ooh56aZkk6VHUpkC9g2hGXlXnch-Akg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevdqLsMC0sn4FB3y7ooh56aZkk6VHUpkC9g2hGXlXnch-Akg/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Lockdown Family Fun Puzzles! 

A huge thank you to Beryl and Alison who have kept us supplied with these since  

lockdown 
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Contact Information 

St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 01206 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The August newsletter should be available by Sunday 26 July  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than Monday 20 July to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 


