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Join for worship with 

St Stephen’s: 

Sunday 
Every Sunday morning, join with Rev Lorraine and other members of 

the congregation for morning worship from 10:15.  You can access this 

via either the St Stephen’s  Church—Colchester Facebook page or via 

our Church web site 

All are welcome to join us and share any feedback or requests. 

Please share with your friends. 

Weekly prayer and Bible Study meetings jointly 
with Wimpole Road Methodist Church 
Join us via Zoom via the internet or dial in from your land line or mobile on 

0203 481 5240, 0203 481 5237 or 0208 080 6591 

 

Prayer meeting on Wednesdays at 10:30 am 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506  
 
OR dial using the phone numbers above. 
 
When prompted input the Meeting ID: 195 594 506 and password 011904 (if needed) 
 
Bible Study on Thursdays at 7:30 pm; 

To join the meeting via video click on this link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295  

OR dial using the phone numbers above. 

When prompted input the Meeting ID: 780 700 295 and password 011904 (if needed) 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw09vPMv-EMjZOAnxdejv_kX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0te6hfYndmqg_7Z-QGCcjw
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Pause for thought with Naomi: 

Hi! My name is Naomi Snelling and some of you 

will best know me from my work with Abbeyfield 

Community Project (now known as Community 

Open 2 All or CO2 for short!) which I have been 

running with my husband Mark, along with our 

young children Evelyn and Connor for the last 5 

years. We are also members of St. Margaret’s 

church, Berechurch. 

This year has been an eventful one for many rea-

sons! In February I attended a Bishop’s Advisory 

Panel for the second time (which I can only de-

scribe as being a bit like The Apprentice for poten-

tial vicars!) and at the beginning of March, I am 

delighted to say, I  was recommended for ordina-

tion training. I will begin my training with St. Melli-

tus college in September under the supervision of 

Rev Lorraine and on placement with St. Stephen’s 

and St. Margaret’s churches.  

It has certainly been an interesting time for this decision to be made given the current 

circumstances with the coronavirus, but I am excited for the opportunities it will bring 

as we all consider what the future holds, adjust to a different way of doing and being 

“church” and consider the best way of connecting with those around us. I am particu-

larly interested in those who are perhaps on the fringe of our church communities; 

those who may be regulars to events outside of Sunday or maybe have difficulty in 

accessing traditional church. I have always worked with people with some kind of 

learning and/or physical disability and I hope this is an area of ministry my training will 

equip me for in our challenging times, and in turn enable me to support others in their 

faith journey. 

As I reflect on these last few months and begin this summer holiday period with my 

family, I am reminded of Ecclesiastes 3v1 “...to everything there is a season, and a time 

to every purpose under the heaven…”. This year it feels that the usual ways of measur-

ing and ordering our lives have been rather blurred. We haven’t had the seasonal 

events and celebrations to hang on in quite the same way nor, if like me, you are used 

to following the academic year with its defined periods of work and rest, this too has 
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cont… 

felt quite different. Pandemic or not, our changing climate means we can no longer 

rely on the distinctive seasonal weather to dictate our plans either. 

As much as we would like the time given to us to be planned and ordered, I don’t be-

lieve God necessarily works like that. He is a God of seasons; some that are hard to 

bear and challenging, others bringing a lightness in our spirit and relief. Perhaps we 

would be better to follow the advice given to us in the song “Seasons of love” from the 

musical Rent; with the lyric “...measure in love…”. That is, trusting that God, the source 

of all love, is at work throughout each season of our lives, preparing us for whatever is 

next. 

Whatever season you find yourself in currently, may you know His presence with you, 

and I look forward to working with you and getting to know you better. 

Naomi Snelling  

Word from the Wardens 
 

Wednesday 22nd July was the feast day of St Mary Magdalen; always a red letter day in 

my calendar. For the first half of my life, along with my parents, I worshipped at the 

church named after the saint that was located on the junction of Magdalen and Brook 

Streets. Latterly, I have served as one of the Trustees of the Magdalen Almshouses and 

so remain intimately involved with this part of our parish. 

As you will know, 2020 was due to mark a significant moment for the Almshouses – 

plans being drawn up to celebrate the 900th anniversary of the death of its founder. 

The weekend of 18th-19th July had been earmarked for special celebrations to take 

place on the Castle Park. Those plans have had inevitably to be put on ice; it is our 

hope that they will be able to go ahead next year. There is a certain irony that these 

celebrations concerning the establishment of a Norman leper hospital have been de-

railed by a 21st Century viral pandemic! 

The present almshouses stand on the site of the Victorian church which closed on 21st 

July 1986 – St Mary Magdalen Eve. As the congregation streamed out at the end of the 

service, the life force also seemed to depart from the building and one sadly realised 

that no longer would the church ring to the sound of people praising God. At the time I 

wrote the following as both an appreciation of the past but also as an anticipation of a 

brighter future… 
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Cont… 
 
I have been a regular member of St Mary’s for some 27 years, but there are other 

members of our church family who have kept witness for a much longer period and 

obviously their memories will be more poignant and their grief the greater. Our final 

service will thus contain much sorrow, but I trust, sorrow touched with hope. Despite 

the sadness of the occasion, there has been so much to be thankful for, so much to 

treasure… none of it must be lost… 

To Mary Magdalen, the saint, was given the signal honour of being the first person to 

encounter the risen Christ. Mary was thus the first to witness and testify to the resur-

rection of Jesus. As I have already intimated, following the demolition of the St Mary 

Magdalen Church on 1995, new almshouses were built on its foundations. And while 

the church is no more, there is a chapel which bears its name; from it the image of the 

Magdalene still radiates light and hope. Both saint and church are thus bound up with 

the essence of our faith: death, resurrection and new life… 

Back on Thursday 10th July, Bishop Stephen Cottrell became the new Archbishop of 

York; the first archbishop in history to be confirmed via video conference call! Holding 

his crozier in the magnificent surroundings of York Minster, his enthronement was 

watched by other church officials on Zoom due to the coronavirus restrictions. 

As Archbishop of York, the second most senior position in the Church of England, he 

will assume the burdens as well as the trappings of high office. As Bishop Stephen has 

himself acknowledged: “Being a priest carries an enormous burden of pain. We deal 

with things each day that are dark and difficult.” He is also keenly aware of the chal-

lenges confronting the Church in re-establishing a national connection with the Chris-

tian faith. 

As we cautiously re-emerge following Lockdown, we may very well experience pro-

found changes in the spiritual landscape. Things may be lost – at least temporarily, but 

new opportunities will also present themselves. We must be alive to all such opportu-

nities so that we enable faith to blossom anew. 

I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only 

a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. (John 12: 24) 

Andrew and Martin 
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PCC Update July 2020 

Despite the lockdown, the PCC has remained active and has been meeting via 
Zoom.  First of all, perhaps I could thank all the members for their continued support 
and perseverance, especially those who have found Zoom quite a challenge. 

The PCC has been considering very carefully the best course of action for re-opening 
our building.  After very careful and prayerful consideration the decision was reached 
that on balance it is best to continue to remain closed for Sunday worship and private 
prayer until at least September; at which time the PCC will consider the options for 
opening, based upon the up to date position regarding the COVID 19 virus and also 
advise from both Government and the Church of England.  Notwithstanding this deci-
sion the PCC also committed in the short term to explore the options available for 
smaller gathering, perhaps at Home Group level in the Church and the standing com-
mittee will be progressing with this. 

As you will no doubt be aware the Pre School has now left St Stephen’s and we are 
pleased to report that they have found new premises on Monkwick which we believe 
should secure the jobs of the many staff they employ and also provide an invaluable 
service to that area of Colchester.  As a consequence, the PCC has been involved in 
exploring both the options for filling this space no available, working with existing us-
ers and also some new ventures; further information will be shared with you once the-
se arrangements are concluded.  Additionally, the PCC is fully committed to the mis-
sion and outreach of St Stephens to support the community.  In addition to the above, 
we are currently exploring options to work with the Foodbank and the Police together 
with a desire to explore other areas of social need. 

With some of our “normal” business curtailed due to the lockdown the time has been 
used to undertake some important work around the wider governance and manage-
ment of the Church. We have brought our Risk Assessments up to date and signed off 
on a number of policies which you can see on the web site.  These are the sort of 
things which are, in reality, seldom actually needed; but when they are it is incredibly 
helpful to have them to provide the practical direction and guidance needed. 

The school summer holidays are routinely a time of general quiet at St Stephen’s as 
many of us are on holiday and most of our regular groups take a break.  Clearly, this 
summer will be very different for us all but we pray that everybody will be able to take 
some time  to relax, hopefully with some continued good weather, and that come Sep-
tember some of our regular activities will be able to recommence. 

The Office will be closed for much of August, but we will seek to monitor the email 
inbox for anything requiring urgent attention. 

Rev Lorraine 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fststephens-colchester.org.uk%2Fpolicies%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0f9455e92b9f45cfa43708d82d89f55f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637309417827673347&sdata=h%2FV8QD1iwB7oI2aWTO%2BPdik2Sy
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St Stephens responding to the climate and biodiversity emergencies 

In spite of the pandemic, we have made some progress.  St Stephens is enrolled on the 
Eco-church scheme run by A Rocha. We have been working through the various re-
quirements to achieve an award for taking action to reduce carbon use and encourage 
biodiversity. When A Rocha itself returns to normal, we will be given a Bronze Award 
for our efforts so far!  As we cautiously emerge from lockdown, we will be able to take 
the next steps.  

Chris Poole and John Clifton have surveyed the church site to look at what we may be 
able to do next to enhance wildlife on our land and building and in doing so work to-
wards achieving first Silver and then Gold Awards. In weeks to come we hope to en-
courage members of the fellowship to get involved in the plan to increase biodiversity 
on the church site.  

Another requirement of the Ecochurch scheme is that we form an international part-
nership for mutual support with brother and sister Christians. Ruth Barros is leading on 
this, having established contact with Christians in the Amazon region of Brazil who are 
fighting to protect their precious environment. More about that from Ruth later. 

Sadly, the lockdown has meant that we have had to postpone the planned October day 
conference Green Christian on the Road, which was due to be held at St Stephens, but 
we are arranging an alternative date for the Spring.  

Looking beyond the parish, John Clifton and Andrew Topple  have been running a se-
ries of seven zoom conversations with members of other churches across Essex. This 
series, devised by Green Christian and titled Radical Presence, has been focusing upon 
the practical and theological implications of the Covid 19 pandemic. It has focussed on 
how we can press for action to ‘build back better’ as we emerge from Covid. It has 
been great to meet members of other churches who feel passionately about the wel-
fare of communities, social justice and God’s creation and relating these concerns to 
our faith.   

How to move forward? The following main points have emerged: 
Nurture:  Let’s nourish the roots of our discipleship, drawing on scripture, spirituality 
and theology, and supporting each other’s practice.  
Focus: Let’s craft and maintain a compelling, integrated vision for the way our church-
es, the nation and the world in the aftermath of the pandemic.  
Action:  Let’s equip ourselves, each other and our churches, through lobbying and life-
style, to bring about a sustainable, just and compassionate world.   

All the materials for those discussions are available on the Radical Presence site. Lots 
of food for thought and prayer. https://radicalpresence.org.uk/ 

Finally, John is looking to set up a branch of Green Christian in North Essex to unite and 
encourage those of us who see green issues not as some marginal interest but central 
to the prospects for all of us in years to come and integral to our mission to the com-
munity. If that describes you, get in touch!                                                      John Clifton  

https://radicalpresence.org.uk/
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CO2 (previously the Abbeyfield Community Project) Update 

Dear All 

We hope this finds you well. Just wanted to update you on what has been happening 
at CO2 over the last few months and what changes will be happening in the autumn.  

Obviously during lockdown we have been unable to meet with the regulars to commu-
nity events in the usual way. Instead we have relied on regular phone call rounds/ so-
cial media to check in, have had some face to face contact with neighbours on some 
occasions such as them making use of the Food bank donation box we have outside 
daily. Whilst Mark has been furloughed from his usual work, he has been volunteering 
with the Food bank and has enabled St. Margaret's hall to be used as a temporary stor-
age space. A connection which he hopes to build on in the future. Naomi's ministry 
role has been more involved with St Margaret's during this time such as setting up a 
new Facebook page for sharing online services with St Stephen's from which there has 
been some positive and interesting feedback! 

Having both children at home (without having grandparents to help out!) has been 
challenging at times and  we have also been grieving the loss of Naomi's grandma who 
passed away in May. There have however been some positive moments and we are 
thankful for daily walks and time as a family before the next chapter..... 

At the beginning of March, Naomi was accepted for ordination training with the C of E 
and in September will be starting a Theology, Ministry and Mission BA degree at St 
Mellitus college, London. At least the first term's lectures and formation groups etc. 
will be completed online with a context-based placement with Lorraine at St Ste-
phen's/St Margaret's. 

Dave Beales has been in touch with Paul Whittle of Eastern Synod URC office to check 
that they are happy for us to remain in the house for the duration of Naomi's course (3 
years) with the vision of remaining a Christian presence in the community albeit on a 
more voluntary/flexible basis  This has been supported by local URC representatives 
but we are just waiting on confirmation from Synod. We are trusting at this stage, it 
will be fine! 

Mark will return to his work with Essex Integration in August and from September will 
work there 3 days a week combined with looking after Connor. Obviously as Naomi's 
course begins and the current restrictions change, we will need to look at how best we 
can engage with and support the local community, but we are looking forward to the 
opportunities this new season will bring. 

With our best wishes and thanks for your support, 

Naomi and Mark Snelling 
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Claire & Philip Lord 

Hi, I am Claire Lord. I am married to Phil 
and we have been married for 13 years 
and we have been at St Stephen’s for 
about 12 years.  I was brought up as a 
Catholic,  but I felt that I didn’t really fit 
in.  A friend introduced me to St Ste-
phen’s where we have both been very 
happy.  Phil didn’t really have any back-
ground of “Church”, although his Mum 
attended church regularly in Mersea 
Island, where Phil was brought  up.  I was 
brought up in Colchester and  we both 
attended the Wilson Marriage Centre for 
Further Education which is where we 
met; and as they say, the rest is history! 

Claire 

 

We are delighted to have Claire & Philip 
as  very energetic and enthusiastic con-
gregational members at St Stephens.  
They both play a big part in our Church 
life; serving on the PCC, working with the 
Chill Out Café, leading a Home Group to list a few things  Additionally Claire is a Sacris-
tan and  has completed the Course in Christian Studies. 

Your Newsletter needs you….. 

Do you have a story to tell?  If you have 
stories or items that they would like to 
contribute to future Newsletters please 
contact me at: office@ststephens-
colcheser.org.uk .  These might be sto-
ries from the past or present, poetry 
you may have written or anything else 
important to you that you would like to 
share.  It would be lovely to hear from 
you…. 

Andrew Topple 
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Family Fun Puzzles! 
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Contact Information 

St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

Admin Assistant:  Beryl Hutley  

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Monday 2 - 5 pm   (Beryl)  

Tuesday 1 - 4 pm  (Andrew) 

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  (Andrew) 

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon (Andrew)  

Thursday 2 - 5pm   (Beryl) 
 

Tel: 01206 869091      email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 
 

St Stephen’s Pre-School - 07534911918 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The September newsletter should be available by Sunday 30 August  Please send any 

items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 24 August : 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 


