PARISH NEWS
November 2020

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Join for
worship at
Weekly Sunday Morning Worship at 10:15 we will be
sharing a shortened Eucharist service, subject to no further
changes in Church of England guidance and / or restrictions.
Numbers will remain restricted to ensure adherence to social
distancing and to assist with managing this and for Track and
Trace purposes we request that if you would like to join us for
worship you pre book.
To pre book to join us for worship at 10:15 on Sunday please
click here

Wednesday morning worship will take place at 10:30
every other week. November / early December these services
will be on 4 & 18 November & 2 December (pre booking is not
required for this service)

Other Worship and meetings during the week:
Please see page 3 for details of Weekly Morning Prayer and Bible
Study meetings via Zoom
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WORKING
TOGETHER
From the week beginning 21 September we have restarted our programme of weekly meetings via Zoom
and available for telephone dial in:

Monday from 2:00 – 3:30 pm
Meeting number:
860 8099 1277
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 10:00 – 10:30 am
Meeting number: 195 594 506 password 011904
Using the Northumbria Community Morning Prayer

Bible Study Thursday from 7:30 – 8:30 pm
Meeting number: 780 700 295 password 011904
Join on line via Zoom
OR
Dial in from your phone on:
0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237, 0203 481 5240 OR 0131 460 1196
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Pause for thought with Rev Lorraine
This last month has been the start of the New Town Foodbank Satellite at St Stephen’s.
With increasing levels of redundancy and hardship, unfortunately, these areas of support are more than ever needed. Together with Wimpole Road Methodist, we have
been amazed at the numbers of people who are volunteering from our congregations
to run the Satellite.
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews (13:16) says ‘Make sure you don’t take things
for granted and go slack in working for the common good; share what you have with
others. God takes particular pleasure in acts of worship – a different kind of ‘sacrifice’ –
that take place in kitchen and workplace and on the streets’ (MSG).
The experience of the last couple of months has created lots of different and creative
ways to help others. With the national lockdown people were encouraged to volunteer
to help others collect groceries, prescriptions, to phone and support neighbours. People have donated some of their groceries to feed those who have very little. There
have even been outpourings of applause, music and joy mixed in too. People have
made a concerted effort to support those on their own or lonely.
All of this is considered worship. When we live our lives to honour God we work for the
common good, sharing what we have with others. It has been so lovely to see so many
of our church taking part in supporting our local community and each other.

Each night during lockdown there was a tradition of lighting candle at 8pm. Lighting a
candle of hope in the darkness. As the autumn nights draw in, we close our curtains
and hunker down, we need to search even more for the chinks of light and hope in the
darkness.
In the first scene of the first Harry Potter film the wizard Dumbledore is seen with a
strange object that lights up a dark street. As he points the ‘Deluminator’ at each of
the streetlamps they shine. From a dark a gloomy street
suddenly light fills the darkness and the fear is dispelled. I
like to think of each of us, as the body of Christ, as the
same beacons of light in the darkness; for our friends and
relatives but also for those we may not know, perhaps
even those who are on the edge of society, the homeless,
the jobless, those in prison. This is our collective calling as
Christians.
So maybe as the nights draw in again, safely light yourself
a candle and think about all the blessings you give and
receive. Pray that God will continue to challenge you and
inspire you to worship in Spirit and in Truth.
Rev Lorraine
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Word from the Wardens
The weather is now decidedly autumnal, the nights darker and longer (compounded by
the clocks going back), and we are facing a resurgence of the pandemic and the very
real prospect of another national lockdown. People are naturally anxious about the
future. What will Christmas look like this year? As a result, it is very easy to become
dispirited; but as followers of Jesus Christ we should take heart. I came across the following words by Corrie Ten Boom and, I trust, that they may provide you with both
hope and strength.

The battle always has to be fought before the victory is won, though many people think
they must have the victory before the battle. The conflict with worry and fear is almost
always there – each person must overcome or be overcome. But we must fight each
battle of our lives in the strength of Jesus’ victory. He said: “As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” (John 20:21) We are to be like Jesus – one of whom Satan is
afraid!
When we worry, we are carrying tomorrow’s load with today’s strength; carrying two
days in one. We are moving into tomorrow ahead of time. There is just one day on the
calendar of action – today. The Holy Spirit does not give a clear blueprint of our whole
lives, but only of the moments, one by one.
We all have the same enemies – we are all preyed upon by frustration and worry… We
[all] need the same Holy Spirit. We need to remember that we are children of God, living within his constant care. God knows and is interested both in the hardest problems
we face and the tiniest details that concern us. He knows how to put everything in
place, like a jigsaw puzzle, to make a beautiful picture.
May we draw strength from the things that bind and unite us. We continue to worship
week by week; although we face constraints in how we conduct our services, they enable us to keep in touch with one another (socially distanced, of course!) There is a tangible benefit in being able to worship together in person; but we can also keep in
touch electronically as well. As wardens, we are though aware that many of our fellowship are suffering at this time; and it is easy when in a dark place to feel overwhelmed.
That’s why we hope Corrie Ten Boom’s words may provide a timely blessing. When
one member of the body hurts, we all hurt. We also all have a role in restoring healing
and wholeness.
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Word from the Wardens Cont...
Holy Spirit, blow into our prison of fear and doubt and fill us with wisdom, confidence
and the power of love for the living of future days. Amen
Andrew and Martin
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
This year’s APCM has been delayed due to COVID and will now take place on Sunday
25 October 2020, immediately after a shortened Sunday Eucharist service. We anticipate this starting at about 11:00 am.
The annual report and 2019 year end accounts can all be viewed via the recent post on
the Church web site.
To join the APCM you can either stay on at the end of our Sunday service or if you are
unable to attend in person you will be able to join with us via Zoom (either through a
video link or on the telephone). Full details of how to join are set out below and you
will be able to join via Zoom from 10:45.
To join via Zoom via video link:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86156318976
Meeting ID: 861 5631 8976

To Join via your telephone:
Dial in in your phone:
0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237, 0203 481 5240, Meeting ID: 861 5631 8976
You will be asked for a participant code, don't’ worry that you haven’t got one as you
will be told to simply press #
A personal message from Rev Lorraine…
Over the last few months some of you may have been aware that I have not been
100%. I have taken some annual and compassionate leave; I thank you for your
thoughts and prayers during this time. It is however with a huge amount of sadness
that I feel that I should let you all know that Carl and I have been having relationship
problems. Although I have tried everything to make things work, Carl has been unable
to do this. As a consequence he made the decision a fortnight ago that it would be
best to move out whilst he tries to work out the difficulties he faces, as he is causing
too much pain for myself and the children. Whether this separation is temporary or
permanent I’m not sure of at the moment, but I would very much appreciate your continued prayers for all of us and especially the children. Rev Lorraine
6

Your Newsletter
needs you…..
Do you have a story to tell? If you have stories
or items that they would like to contribute to
future Newsletters please contact me at:
office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . These might be stories from the past or
present, poetry you may have written or anything else important to you that
you would like to share. It would be lovely to hear from you…. Andrew Topple
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Half Term Family Fun Puzzles!
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY

Rector: Rev Lorraine Badger-Watts
Administrator: Andrew Topple
The Church Office is open on:
Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Wednesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon

However, with the rise in COVID cases and the revised Government guidance
Andrew will once again be working largely from home. Please contact him via
email as these will be checked regularly

Tel: 01206 869091

email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins
For Centre bookings contact: Andrew Topple in the Church Office
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213
The December newsletter should be available by Sunday 29 November Please send any
items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than
Monday 23 November to:

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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