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Join for worship at 
 

From 06 December weekly Sunday Morning Worship at 

10:15 we will be sharing with a shortened Eucharist service, subject to 

no further changes in Church of England guidance and / or restrictions.  

We will also celebrate  Christmas with a short service on Christmas 

morning at 10:15 (you will also be able to join these services live on Fa-

cebook). 

Numbers will remain restricted to ensure adherence to social distancing 

and to assist with managing this together with Track and Trace require-

ments we request that if you would like to join us for worship you pre 

book. 

To pre book to join us for worship at 10:15 on Sunday please 

click here 

Wednesday morning worship will recommence on 06 January 

2021 and fortnightly there after (pre booking is not required 

for this service). 

We will also prepare for Christmas with a Rolling Carol Ser-

vice on Facebook from Sunday 20 December until Christmas 

Day and invite you to join with Wimpole Road on Facebook 

from 11:00 on Sunday 20 December for their Carol Service. 

For other Worship and meetings during the week please see page 3 for 

further details . 

Please also continue to watch our Facebook page and web site for up 

to date information about services and events. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGhNlY9Vp08TImw7PmMKDLn_O-LmT6TCDc4EDfqL2-mzmW9A/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGhNlY9Vp08TImw7PmMKDLn_O-LmT6TCDc4EDfqL2-mzmW9A/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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Prayer Meeting Tuesday 10:00 – 10:30 am 

Meeting number: 195 594 506 password 011904 

Using the Northumbria Community Morning Prayer 
 

Bible Study Thursday from 7:30 – 8:30 pm 

Meeting number: 780 700 295 password 011904 
 

Join on line via Zoom 

OR 

Dial in from your phone on: 

0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237, 0203 481 5240 OR 0131 460 1196 

WORKING 

TOGETHER 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/195594506&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0aXTDDmzi_cVTVFmIZQC33
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yud-a5YbnKmqdMGwpKRBuE1sfa-MX2iT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/780700295&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2onycqV2zwG13i0ZVEfdiq
https://www.zoom.us/signin
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Pause for thought with Rev Lorraine 

On Facebook this week I noticed a post that made me stop and think. As is often the 
case on Facebook you tend to see posts that are relevant to you and so it is not a sur-
prise that the post was from a Christian.  

The post started “I don’t know who needs this, but if you woke up freaking out a little 
because it’s almost Christmas (like…what? How is that even possible? It was just Au-
gust two days ago), remember that the first Christmas was pretty simple. It’s okay if 
yours is too”. 

This really hit home to me because I don’t know about you but this year I had been 
freaking out that Christmas is all of a sudden nearly here. I have been so busy waiting 
for the end of the second lockdown, waiting for the next pay cheque, waiting for some 
clarity of what the Government is going to allow for Christmas, that I was beginning to 
get that feeling of panic. I know that this is a common feeling as it was widely shared 
and seems to be a recurring theme through so many of the FB posts. Many are also 
struggling financially, and redundancy and lack of work makes the money worries all 
the more stressful at Christmas. 

It’s good to remember that the first Christmas was a very simple affair; it was the cele-
bration of new life in a barn, in the back of an inn, with only a few visitors. The gifts 
were simple but meaningful. 

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshiped him.”  

(Matthew 2:10) 

I remember reading a book by the now Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, called 
‘Walking backwards to Christmas’. In this book he talks about how in the midst of a 
Christmas service a little girl of 2 or 3 years of age got up and walked into the nativity 
scene laid out in the church and sat down and just starred at the baby in the crib. He 
said in his book It is a good analogy of how we should live our lives. We should be able 
to come to the Christmas story afresh and new. We should be able to sit quietly with 
our God and we should aim to become part of the story. Sitting in awe and wonder at 
the gift of new hope, life and joy. The first Christmas was pretty simple. It’s okay if 
yours is too. 

Sometimes simplicity gives us a breath of fresh air. Maybe sometimes we just need an 
excuse to say, this year we’re going to do things a bit differently.  

This year will be different for the churches of New Town as we will be mostly online. 
The traditional carol services will be replaced with online ones and although we will 
still be praying and working for the community through Foodbank and in conjunction  
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Rev. Lorraine cont.. 

with GO4 café in their community work, the ‘normal services’ will be somewhat differ-
ent with the restrictions.  

This year though it might be easier for people to get involved from home. We will also 
be placing a Christmas Prayer Tree outside St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury Road from 
the 20th December where we hope to have some decorations that you can add with 
your own personal prayers attached. The tree will be up throughout the Christmas 
period. We are also encouraging people to light an Advent candles (maybe even LED 
ones safely) in their windows on Sunday nights throughout Advent (starting on the 29th 
Nov up and including also Christmas Day). 

We want to say how amazingly privileged we are to be part of such a wonderful com-
munity, who really do show how to care and support one another. On behalf of the 
churches we would like to thank the community for all the donations to Foodbank, 
GO4 Café, the Make Lunch project and the Dig for Victory Gardening project that have 
supported so many people. 

Please do reach out to us for prayer or support should 
you need to. The church is the people not the buildings 
and we are here for you. 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 

not change like shifting shadows.”   

(James 1: 17) 

Rev Lorraine 

Word from the Wardens  
 

This Sunday, November 29th, marks the beginning of Advent, and, consequently, the 

start of a new Church Year. Advent is defined by the qualities of hope and expectancy, 

and by the steadfast light of Christ piercing the wintry darkness: All qualities that have 

added depth and meaning given the prevailing sense of desolation and dislocation gen-

erated by the pandemic. 

It has thus been heartening to note that the Church has exhibited a far more robust 

response in encouraging the government to lift the ban on public worship than was the 

case during the first lockdown. Our two Archbishops have written: “The sacramental 

life of the church cannot be seen as an optional extra. Nor can we separate out our 

worship from our service. It is always both and not either or.” 
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Word from the Wardens Cont... 
 

In addition, a Church of England spokesman said: “The huge challenges of the pandem-

ic are a fresh reminder of how much we need public worship, not least for its role in 

supporting social cohesion and mental health and providing a sign of hope. Particularly 

as we approach Advent, at the end of a year like no other, the message of Christmas – 

of God with us and of light shining in the darkness – is needed more than ever. Public 

worship, including Christmas services, will have a crucial role to play in bringing com-

fort and hope to people.” 

It is good to report that these pleas have been sympathetically received: church ser-

vices (including Christingles and Midnight Mass) will be authorised to take place fol-

lowing the end of the national lockdown on December 2nd. A senior government 

source commented: “We know how important places of worship are for communities 

across the country… We know it has been a challenging year for everyone and places 

of worship are a huge source of comfort for many. That is why we have listened, and 

they will remain open across all tiers.” 

That said whether the singing of hymns and carols, (from which so many of us derive 

strength and solace), will be permitted remains a moot (or mute) point. In the mean-

time, we will keep you informed about details of planned services here at St Stephen’s 

and provide regular updates in the light of further national and diocesan guidance. 

Whatever transpires, as the community of Christ in New Town and the Hythe, we must 

exhibit courage, calm and compassion.  St Paul calls all followers of Jesus to: “Hate 

what is evil and hold fast to what is good.” He exhorts us: “Rejoice in hope, be patient 

in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and extend hos-

pitality to strangers.” (Rom 12: 9-12) 

None of the above is easy; especially not at the present – but it is our calling: May the 

peace of the Christ Child rest upon us all this season. 

Andrew and Martin 

It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contrib-
ute to future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-
colcheser.org.uk . Andrew Topple 
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A Message from Colchester 360 

Christmas may be very different this year but 
we still mean to show that Colchester knows 
how to celebrate and how to bring people 
together.  Our Christmas Calendar, which  “Go’s Live” on Tuesday 
1 December comes with love from the community  and we’ve got 
everything from pantomimes to online Christmas parties.  

Our calendar helps you countdown the days to Christmas with free 
fun and festive online events and activities.  You can find the cal-
endar here (https://www.community360.org.uk/christmas-
calendar/) and then just click on the links to join in the fun.  

We ‘d love to hear from you so let us know what you are up to.  

Share your fun and photographs on social media 
#colchesterchristmas and don’t forget to tag Community 360 as 
well @Community360org”  

https://www.community360.org.uk/christmas-calendar/
https://www.community360.org.uk/christmas-calendar/
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Christmas Family Fun Puzzles! 
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Count Down to Christmas 2020 

Why not count down to Christmas with us by colouring in the Advent 

wreath? 

Start by colouring the leaves and the berries and then on each Sunday of 

Advent, starting on Sunday 29 November, colour in and “light” one of 

the candles.  On Sunday 20 December you should be colouring and 

“lighting” the fourth smaller candles round the outside of the wreath.  

Then on Christmas day you can colour and “light” the last, big candle in 

the middle as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, often referred to as “the 

light of the world”. 

If you can and you would like to, why not take a picture or scan in your 

drawing and share it with us on Facebook? 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 

However, with the continued COVID crisis and in line with  Government  guid-

ance Andrew will be working largely from home.  

Please contact him via email as these will be checked regularly 

 
 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The January newsletter should be available by Sunday 27 December.  Please send any 

items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 21 December to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

