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Join for worship at 
 

Due to the increased risks of COVID services in 
Church are currently suspended and have 

moved on-line for the time being. We will keep 
you posted via Facebook and our Web site as 

and when things change.  

 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter  
Following our Ash Wednesday service we continue to meet on Wednesday evenings at 
7:30 pm throughout Lent for our Lent Course.  It would be wonderful if you were able 
to join us for this and full details can be found on our website and / or Facebook pages 
or speak to one of us.  

We also have an exciting and full programme planned for Holy Week, starting with a 
special on-line service for Palm Sunday, followed by a mix of meetings, worship and 
other on-line material throughout the week and on Good Friday an on-line service via 
Zoom at 3 pm (further details will follow).  All to conclude with an Easter morning cele-
bration at 11:00 am.  These will be on-line via Zoom and / or Facebook, working jointly 
with Wimpole Road.  

It is still too early to know for sure when it will be safe and appropriate for us to meet 
in person either inside our Church or even outside.  The PCC and I will continue to 
monitor the situation carefully.  Please pray for all those involved in this; that they 
make the right decisions on these difficult questions.  However, please note that the 
above plans have been made to allow for face to face worship to happen as well, if the 
decision is taken that it is right to do so.  

Rev Lorraine and the Church Wardens 

 

Please also continue to watch our Facebook page and web 
site for up to date information about services and events or 

any other changes. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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Pause for thought with Rev Lorraine… 

Last night we started our Lent Bible Study course ‘A Poet’s Gospel’.  I have to admit 
that on first glance I was a bit underwhelmed with the material, so not particularly 
looking forward to leading the first session.  I had started to listen to the recording 
which forms part of the course to prepare for the session and after about 5 mins I was 
distracted by one of the children, and then never quite finished it.  I had seen that the 
study included only two small questions and in my head I was quite frustrated as I 
thought that will never hold the conversation for 40 minutes.  So as we started the 
study I was inwardly grumpy. 

We started the course by reading a little introduction including the authors rationale 
for the project. John Alan Davies said ‘The task brought the life of Jesus and the rele-
vance of his message closer to me. It became, as much as anything else, a way of 
staunching the wound of a personal tragedy’.  It seemed at the time John Alan Davies’ 
wife was suffering from dementia.  This was his therapy.  John explained that he had 
written in verse all his life and so it seemed natural to him to attempt to write a story 
of Jesus life in rhythmic language.  The art of sewing a story together to be read out 
loud and certain bits emphasized as key.  I imagine that in writing he allowed Jesus to 
walk side by side with him in his struggle. 

So in the first session we settled back and listened to the whole of the recording.  It 
was read by John Alan Davies, at age 90, with a beautiful rhythmic voice (couldn’t’ 
quite help thinking he might be Welsh).  At first he gave the background at the time of 
Jesus’ life; the prominence of Rome, the puppet Kings including King Herod, the reli-
gious leaders, including Caiaphas.  The highlighting of the scene helped show that, as 
my dad always used to say, ‘there’s nothing new under the sun’.  They had societal 
problems, we have societal problem, they were crying out for help just as we cry out 
too. 

None of the story was new but the scene was set for the arrival of John the Baptist and 
then suddenly Jesus.  As the recording continued you were transported to the scenes; 
the rhythmic tone gradually took hold and as you listened Jesus and John the Baptist 
were more real in the imagination, more alive in the telling.  The stories came thick 
and fast; Jesus in the desert with the devil, Jesus calling Andrew, Peter, Nathaniel, Je-
sus preaching in the temple and a man with an evil spirit calling out. 

Of course this Lent it seems slightly pointless; giving up something when we have all 
given up so much already.  Preparing again for a festival that is largely going to spent 
away our family, community and friends.  Pancake Day was a good day but then Lent 
and its focus on prayer, fasting and giving seems a bit too much, a bit glum. 

However last night in the Bible study group as we shared and talked about what struck 
us about the stories, it reminded me that Jesus’ relevance never wanes. Jesus is as 
relevant now in our lives and in our situations as he was to the people who were crying  
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Cont... 

out for comfort, purpose and love all those years ago.  Jesus was radical.  Jesus told 
them hard truths, but they were desperate to hear his message.  They wanted to know 
‘is there more to life than this?’ 

The two questions we were asked last night were: ‘As we look out on today’s world 
where do we recognise the need for change?’  ‘What in our own lives needs to change 
this lent so as to make us more authentic followers and disciples of Jesus?’. 

The conversation recognised the huge challenges facing our world as a result of the 
pandemic.  The positives and the negatives of the pandemic were highlighted.  The 
message of Jesus still made sense and as authentic followers of Jesus we realised that 
it is important that we reach out to those who are hurting and say, ‘Come and See’. 

I hope that by the time the next newsletter for April is out there will be more news 
about our Church buildings reopening.  I imagine that it will be safe to start considering 
this as a PCC as we move into the second stage of the Prime Ministers plan.  So this will 
be after Easter and after April 12th. 

My prayers are still with you all and I pray that you may feel Jesus close to you this 
Lent in the midst of whatever desert you are facing.  May you know God’s peace, love 
and grace in your lives. 

With much love, Rev Lorraine 

If you would like to join us for the Lent Study, details are below: 

The study was written by John Alan Davis and made available through Churches To-
gether in Britain and Ireland. The meetings comprise listening to some pre-recorded 
material followed by discussion prompted by some simple questions. If you would like 
to get a taster of this you might want to click here to see a summary of the weeks ma-
terials: 

Meetings are on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm via Zoom and can be access from 
either the internet or telephone. : 

Click here to join Zoom Meeting via the internet 

Or using Meeting ID: 780 700 295 Passcode: 011904 

Telephone Dial In on 0131 460 1196, 0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237, 0203 481 5240, 
0203 901 7895, Meeting ID: 780 700 295 Passcode: 011904 

 
If you want any more information about the course or how to access it please speak to 

either Rev Lorraine or Andrew Topple 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ov8laLIrbHVoAlmI9vhIYdqcKchMFAyl/view?fbclid=IwAR0z74M7GT0GUKKmqRewJtdM2EkFqfLDFPwPgoAUybvtrBcK5xCc0rjhHlg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/780700295?pwd%3DdmNNdEZKaHBBdk0rSndTbUV4eHgrQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2Ww2A1Lt0kCT4qJ2_3dFxI
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Word from the Wardens  
 
I consider that the sufferings of the present times are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. (Rom 8:18) 
 
I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven… so that what cannot be shaken 
may remain. (Heb 12:26-27) 
 
A few years back, I preached on the above texts; difficult verses I’m sure you would 

agree.  What comfort and hope can we possibly derive from them?  Can they speak 

into our present circumstances?  I believe that they can. 

The letter to the Hebrews was written at a time of great upheaval; the faithful looked 

on in despair as all they cherished most was swept away.  Verses 26-27 may not seem 

“comfortable words” but all the same they provide a clue to the way the old world is 

to be transformed into a new creation. 

The contrast between what endures and what is transient runs through many of Jesus’ 

parables – the foundations of the house built on sand crumbles whereas the house 

built on rock weathers the storm.  We can all appreciate that, but this verse embodies 

a far more challenging message – namely that everything that can be shaken must be; 

and that clearly encompasses not just the bad but also the good things. 

Nor is the Church immune from this shaking.  Indeed the story of the Church has 

proved an episodic one of decay and renewal, of sudden ends and strange new begin-

nings; one shaking has followed another.  As we tentatively emerge from the shadow 

of lockdown, we may well find that while much is familiar, that much has also altered.  

The “new normal” is likely to present a very different landscape from what went be-

fore.  So, there will be challenges but also opportunities. 

It’s important to hold on to the fact that it is God who is doing the shaking – in order to 

ensure that his chosen people stay on course.  People with a destiny have to be kept 

moving.  The Church is the Bride of Christ and must be made beautiful in order for the 

wedding to proceed.  What can be shaken must be in order to bear the weight of di-

vine glory. 

Jesus said: “On this rock I will build my Church and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it.”  More than once, the Church has risen from the tomb reborn and reinvigor-
ated.  We are, indeed, a resurrection people.  As Jesus has been raised from the dead,  



6 

Word from the Wardens Cont… 

so shall we, “Because I live, you also will live.”  The prospect of new life and a glorious 

future transcends all the shaking and upheaval. 

As we journey through Lent, we are moving towards the Cross – the supreme symbol 

of hope. It offers hope, reassurance and refuge when all around is changed or uncer-

tain.  As the old hymn says, we must cling to the old rugged cross because that is the 

only secure place to be when the earth and the heavens are shaken to their founda-

tions. 

This, then, is the hope that can sustain us in the midst of our present situation.  Tomor-

row will be a better day – to quote Captain Sir Tom.  The darkness can never overcome 

the light not can anything separate us from God’s sovereign rule of love.  The time will 

come when all the shaking will cease and on that day we shall be able to exchange the 

Cross for a Crown. 

John Shillaker 

I’m sure most of you are aware that John sadly passed away 

earlier this month. John, ably supported by Christine, served as 

our Rector for some eleven years.  Along with Christine, he did 

sterling work in welding a disparate congregation into one enti-

ty.  Many lives were changed as their faith and sense of voca-

tion deepened (mine among them). John will indeed be greatly 

missed – his evident faith and gentle guidance, his innate sense 

of humour and humanity – always so affirming:  All our 

thoughts and prayers to Christine and all the family. 

Andrew and Martin 
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contrib-
ute to future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-
colcheser.org.uk . 

Andrew Topple 

What’s My Calling? 
A Colchester Area Vocations Event 

The Colchester Area Vocations Team is hosting a series of three webinars in April 2021 

to give you space to explore that age old question: “What is my calling?” They are on 

Monday 12th, 19th and 26th April 2021. They start at 7.30pm and last 1.5 hours. Each 

webinar has a unique emphasis which will allow you to explore the question from 

different angles and with the support of fellow Christians and guided by the Vocations 

Team.  Living through a global pandemic has caused many people to reflect on the 

purpose of life. If you are one of them, these webinars may be of interest to you.  

The webinars are open to anyone over the age of 13, and at any stage of life and faith. 

Whether you are a “seasoned” Christian or new on the road, or whether you already 

know that you might want to become a pastoral assistant, priest or worship leader or 

have no idea at all. Everyone is welcome. 

To find out more about the content of the webinars and to sign up, please follow this 
link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vocations-webinars-tickets-139450942523 or 
speak to Rev Lorraine. 

PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Please pray for the people living in the following roads: 

Week 1.  From 1st to 7th March    Morant Road, Harsnett Road & Kimberly Road. 

Week 2. From 8th to 14th March   Military Road, Golden Nobel Hill & Mill Street. 

Week 3. From 15th to 21st March. Gladstone Road, Granville Road & Mytle Grove. 

Week 4. From 22nd to 31st March   Hythe Hill, Spurgeon Street. & Timber Hill. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vocations-webinars-tickets-139450942523
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Family Fun Puzzles! 
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Thanks to Beryl for proving these each month 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 

However, with the continued COVID crisis and in line with  Government  guid-

ance Andrew will be working largely from home.  

Please contact him via email as these will be checked regularly 

 
 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 
 

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The April newsletter should be available by Sunday 28 March.  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 22 March to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

