PARISH NEWS
May 2021

All the latest news from the

Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Weekly Services and Meetings
With the relaxation of COVID restrictions we are once again open for
worship on Sunday mornings at 11:00 am together with Wednesday
morning Holy Communion services at 10:30 am.
Clearly these are subject to the continuation of a reductions in the
COVID risks and no further changes in Government, Local Authority or
Church of England guidance.
Number will however remain restricted to comply with social distancing
requirements and to assist in the management of this we ask that wherever possible you pre book to join us for Sunday morning worship.
You can pre book by clicking here or on the link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfGhNlY9Vp08TImw7PmMKDLn_O-LmT6TCDc4EDfqL2mzmW9A/viewform
From Sunday 2 May we will be re-introducing Messy Church on the first
Sunday of the month, with the other Sunday services during the month
including Holy Communion, and hope that Kids Club can start back form
Sunday 9 May.
We will also be continuing to meet on Zoom for our weekly prayer meeting and Bible
Study with Wimpole Road:
Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 & Passcode:
011904
Bible Study at 7:30 pm on Thursday
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 780 700 295 & Passcode:
011904
You can also access via the telephone using the following number and the Meeting ID
and Passcodes above (for the respective meetings):
0203 901 7895, 0131 460 1196, 0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240
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Pause for thought Rev Lorraine
On a study day in St Asaph Diocese I met the poet, storyteller and theologian Padraig O
Tuama. I found him fascinating, I loved listening to his lilting Irish accent as he told stories of his life and read the poems that he had written alongside those stories. The
poems are unabashedly candid and honest. As someone who had considered entering
the priesthood and decided that the church and him might not get on, yet he remains
a committed Catholic and is serving God in a very unique and special way. Padraig
leads the Corrymeela Community, a renowned centre of Christian Witness to peace in
Northern Ireland but also works in promoting peace and reconciliation across the
world. If you want to find out a little visit www.corrymeela.org.

I bought one of his books ‘In the Shelter’ which is an honest set of stories and thoughts
about his life and reflections, the back page says; ‘the fourth gospel tells of Jesus arriving in the room where the disciples are gathered, full of fear, on Easter Sunday. He
does not chide or admonish, instead he says, ‘Peace be with you’, which, in the Aramaic of his day, was simply a greeting. To people locked in a room of fear he said ‘Hello’,
welcoming them to a place of deep encounter, encounter with themselves, with their
fear, with each other and with the incarnate one in their midst’.
In our first service back in church this last weekend we talked about honesty. How do
we come together as Christians and share our stories of our lives with all its ups and
downs? Often in Church we talk about peace and joy in worship and feel that as Christians any other emotion is to be shelved, that if we are struggling and finding life hard
we must somehow be missing God. We start sanitising our worship from ‘Real life’.
Padraig writes a little about the concept of honesty in his book ‘In the Shelter’ as
someone who has struggled with this himself and in his relationship with God and worship.
‘It has taken years to continue to live into the truth that if I believe we are
from God and for God, then we are from Goodness and for Goodness. To
greet sorrow today does not mean that sorrow will be there tomorrow. Happiness comes too, and grief, and tiredness, disappointment, surprise and energy. Chaos and fulfilment will be named as well as delight and despair. This is
the truth of being here, wherever here is today. It may not be permanent, but
it is here. I will probably leave here, and I will probably return. To deny here is
to harrow the heart. Hello to here.
Starting match

I stare at the icon
the sacrament and
the sacred story.
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Cont...
I stare at the window
the bread and the
familiar words.

With only myself to blame
I repeat the questions that
restrain me:

What is all this for? And:
What will all this bring? And
What should I do now?

And then there’s that
great silence
that greets me.

So I try to greet it
with a liturgy for the morning
a little vitamin, hoping that

opening the day with rhythm
might calm the encounter
with the selves I ignore.

Might help a life be lived
more generously.
Might help the eye see inside the icon.
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Cont...
Might help the story sound.
Might help the bread be found
by the place that’s hungry.

Padraig O Tuama ‘In the Shelter’, 2015

I hope that as we find ourselves beginning to live in the in-between times of the pandemic that we can learn to share our stories and listen to our shared and differed experience. It is in this spirit that I hope that we can begin sharing stories in our worship
and online through podcasts. That we can open ourselves up to sharing honestly our
hopes, fears, joys and frustrations, bringing these things to God and using them to
build us up and that it ‘might help a life be lived more generously, might help the eye
see inside the icon’.
If you’re interested to listening to Padraig talk about his amazing work please follow
this link for a Podcast, it is worth listening to and I recommend it ……..
https://www.tokensshow.com/blog/s2e4-the-facts-of-life-pdraig-otuama
Rev Lorraine
Church Garden
As the weather starts to improve and COVID risks and restrictions lessen, wouldn’t it
be lovely if we could start to get together in the garden in small groups (and maybe do
a bit of gardening…, if you are interested, please speak to Rev Lorraine
Word from the Wardens
“Grief is the price we pay for love” – words spoken by the Queen to bereaved families
in the wake of 9/11, some twenty years ago. They are also apposite words now as Her
Majesty reconciles herself to her own bereavement, having lost her “strength and
stay.”
As we continue in Eastertide, the theme of resurrection resonates, allied with that of
sacrifice. As we recall the life of Prince Philip, we are struck by an unwavering sense of
duty which enabled him to sacrifice a highly promising naval career. I am currently
reading “A Tale of Two Cities;” there, too, sacrifice predominates as Sydney Carton lays
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Word from the Wardens Cont…
down his life for Charles Darnay as he submits to the terror that is Madame Guillotine.
Above all, though, it was that lonely figure on the Cross who made the supreme sacrifice.” (See John 3:16)
In our own lesser ways, over the last twelve months we have all had to sacrifice much
of our lives – much that we counted as reassuring normality. We seem to have been in
a kind of suspended hibernation. I am also aware that as a consequence of the pandemic, many have suffered, are indeed still suffering, in body, mind and soul. It has
been a challenging time for us all.
Yet there are signs of hope, too. The days are getting longer, brighter and (gradually)
warmer. New life is springing up. What is more, our church buildings are open once
more (Sundays and Wednesdays). We can thus worship once again in physical fellowship; albeit abiding by the rules of social distancing. As a consequence, we can draw
strength from coming together once again.
Thursday, May 11th, marks Ascension Day – an often overlooked festival in the church
calendar, but a vital one nonetheless. It was at his ascension that Jesus commissioned
his disciples to continue his work, promising them the gift of the Holy Spirit as he
would no longer be with them in the flesh. Ascension is thus clearly linked with the
theme of mission.
At the end of May (30th), we will be holding our APCM. This is when we receive reports
from various church groups and also elect new members to the PCC. Please look out
for details which will shortly be forthcoming and prayerfully consider whether now is
the time for You to stand and represent our church. Remember, too, Jesus’ final words
to his disciples known as “the Great Commission.” “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This should serve as a
reminder that our parish is no less than the entire world; there are no limits in Christian discipleship.
Loving God, we ask that you help us to let go of all that stops us giving ourselves to you
and that stops your Spirit working through us. Help us to let go of the old ways that
hold us back from following you into a challenging future. You challenge us to leave
behind the safety we find here and go out with you into your world to release the touch
of Christ into other needy lives. Help us, God of today, yesterday and tomorrow, for we
do not want to hold you back. Amen.
Andrew and Martin
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Preparation Praise
After giving much thought to Lament psalms over an essay last term, I realised that we
do not spend anytime being real about our hard times in worship and we just do the
‘Everything is alright with Jesus’ songs. Of course, being in a relationship with Jesus
doesn’t make life alright. Jesus doesn’t make life painless, but he does help us in our
pain – which does make it that much easier to cope with. But we don’t really give time
and space in worship for this. We are hoping to change this:
We are going to start a 30min pre-service worship time= ‘Preparation Praise’. Either led
by the worship band or with the aid of some fantastic resources.
A time to bring ourselves and all the baggage and hurt that we have to Jesus. We are
hoping that this will become a time of healing and preparation for the 11am service.
For now (COVID restrictions) it will be a time to just come and just sit in God’s presence
take in the worship and be open to the Holy Spirit and pray or praise in your head.
Once COVID restrictions lift, it can be an interactive time, if that is what you want. But
we want it to be a free time for you to use as you wish, A time to bring your heart to
God. Your ‘real’ heart and not just the ‘happy Sunday’ one, that we are all good at.
We are hoping then as people arrive for 11am they will enter quietly into an atmosphere of people already praising God.

Have you wanted to sing or play an instrument at church but thought that you were
not good enough? Or maybe fancied it but the frequent commitment was to much?
WELL THINK AGAIN!
We are looking to put together a list of people that are happy to help out the worship
teams, when it’s convenient and with no permanent commitment..
All skill levels appreciated and you sound better than you think!
Please speak to Belinda, Mal, Sheila or Robbie if you would like to go on our list

Save the dates!
30 May (after morning service) the APCM.
Further details can be found on the ACPM page of the Church web site
20 June 1—6 pm New Town Front Garden Trail
Watch Facebook pages for more information
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Camping at Thorrington
Friday 17th September to Sunday 19th September 2021
Well after missing last year we have booked a hopeful return to Thorrington for
a camping extravaganza. We have the indoor accommodation which can sleep
14 people (in bunk beds) and then the fallen log campsite which is a lovely big
open site set in the woods. We had been five years on the trot but obviously
could not go last year.
The weekend is open to all ages and
some people come for two nights, one
night, one day or just the Saturday
evening. It is really flexible and open
to all ages whether on our own or in a
family. Everyone is welcome.
The rough plan for the weekend is
arrive around 5pm on the Friday set
up camping and then have some fish
and chips.
We then relax around the fire while enjoying a sip of your favourite tipple. If we
are lucky some people sing and play any instruments they bring.
The Saturday is relaxed and we may book some on site activities that cost a few
pounds. We also set up some sport activities on our site. Some people sit and
read, some people go for a walk. For tea we arrange a group BBQ and share
food which people bring. This is sometimes where people join us for the evening although you can just come for the Friday. We normally then attend the
large campfire for a sing song, run by the site wardens before returning to our
site for a more relaxed fire.
On Sunday we attend the "Scout's Own" 15 minute outside act of worship before normally breaking camp after lunch. The site is around 20 minute drive
from our church.
All the above is very relaxed there is never any pressure to do anything. People
dip in and out of whatever they fancy. People bring their own food and we find
this works well. We have a fully working kitchen in the indoor accommodation.
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We are still finalising the Prices per person per night and will include them next
month. Previously the bunk bed was £11 a night with the camping around
£5.50 per person per night and free for under 5's. The indoor accommodation
is split into different size rooms.
If you haven't been please consider it and ask us if you have any questions.
Thank you
Chris and Debbie Liddamore

Chance to get to know you….
Over the years of me attending our church there have been many people who I
may have spoken to for only a short while and would like to get to know
better. So I spoke to Lorraine about starting a get to know people podcast.
This sounds a bit grand but is really me coming round to speak to you, recording our chat and then putting it on line for other people to hear.
No this will not be compulsory and of course will not have formal questions
just a chance to tell your story and for other people to hear it to. What
we talk about is up to you. I can provide a set of questions if you like but
just really wanted an opportunity to get to know people more.
If you would like me to involved please speak to me, I will also approach
different people.
Many Thanks, Chris Liddamore
Dear Friends, this a somewhat belated note to say a big thank you to so many of you
for your prayers, cards (with such kind messages) and telephone messages when my
dearest John died.. Both I and my family would so much liked to have had you all join
us for |John's memorial service but that was not possible due to COVID restrictions. It
was so hard to make a selection - the same went from among our long standing
friends - but we hope you managed to pick it up on line. I do have some Order of Service booklets left which we deliberately ordered for you. Looking forward to seeing
you all soon. . PS. Has anyone got a recording of John - I haven't got one.?
God Bless, Christine
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ELECTORAL ROLL (CHURCH MEMBERSHIP LIST)
The Electoral Roll (our membership list) needs to be updated to present to the
Annual Church Parochial Meeting (APCM) on 30 May. If you are already on the
Electoral Roll but have changed your address or phone number in the last year,
please will you let Andrew know. There is no need to do anything if there are
no changes.
If you are not a member but attend regularly and are baptised and over 16 you
are eligible to join. In doing so you make a commitment to support St Stephen’s as much as possible. You will have the right to vote at the APCM and
stand for PCC if you wish. Andrew has forms in the office; please ask for one or
download from the web site. The revision will run from 18th April until 2nd May.
(Please note that the church Electoral Roll has nothing to do with the Electoral
Register which gives us the right to vote in local elections)
Beryl

PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Please pray for the people living in the following roads
Week 1. From 1st to 9th May - Maple Way, Queen Mary Avenue, Daniel Cole Road, Dunwich Court.
Week 2. From 8th to 16th May - Harrison Road. Gurdon Road. Lord Holland Road.
Berechurch Road.
Week 3. From 15th to 23rd May – Geoff Seaton Close. Jennings Close, Haddon Park.
Week 4. From 22nd to 30th May - Vega Close. Velenta Close, Ventura Drive, Pertwee
Court.
Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.

It’s YOUR Newsletter
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contribute to future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephenscolcheser.org.uk . Andrew Topple
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY

Rector: Rev Lorraine Badger-Watts
Administrator: Andrew Topple
The Church Office is open on:
Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Wednesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon

However, with the continued COVID crisis and in line with Government guidance Andrew will be working largely from home.
Please contact him via email as these will be checked regularly

Tel: 01206 869091
Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester

Church Wardens: Andrew King and Martin Kerins
For Centre bookings contact: Andrew Topple in the Church Office
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213
The June newsletter should be available by Sunday 30 May. Please send any items to
Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than
Monday 24 May to:

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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