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be, belong, encounter, grow 
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Weekly Services and Meetings 
Sunday mornings at 11:00 am together with our 

Wednesday morning Holy Communion / Morning 

Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

For further information about our COVID precautions, please click here. 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month is back, with the other 

Sunday services during the month including Holy Communion, and Kids Club 

on the second &third Sunday of the month and Breakfast Club on the fourth 

Sunday of the month. 

Weekly Sunday Evening Live On Line Worship on Face-

book at 6:30 pm on Sunday. This will stream into our 

Facebook pages. You will be able to join us live at the 

time or take part at an alternative time that better suits 

you. We re-start this on Sunday 5 September 

We will also be continuing to meet on Zoom for our 
weekly prayer meeting and Bible Study with Wimpole Road; all are very wel-
come to join these meetings: 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday 

Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 & 
Passcode: 011904 

Bible Study at 7:30 pm on Thursday (re-starts on 2 September) 

Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 780 700 295 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access via the telephone using the following number and the 
Meeting ID and Passcodes above (for the respective meetings): 

0203 901 7895, 0131 460 1196, 0203 051 2874, 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 
5240 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/uncategorized/changes-in-covid-precautions-worship-at-st-stephens-from-sunday-15th-august-2021/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/780700295?pwd=dmNNdEZKaHBBdk0rSndTbUV4eHgrQT09
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Curious About the Curate 

I thought I’d briefly introduce myself to those of 

you I have yet to meet.  I am Revd. Daniel Cant or 

as I prefer Dan, aka Bionic Rev.  I’m sure you are 

wondering why I am the Bionic Rev, it’s a long sto-

ry and I’d love to tell it to you sometime.  So please 

do just ask.  I’m married to Leanne; a teacher and 

we have three children. Holly, who is off to Uni in a 

matter of days.  Jacob, who is in year eleven at local 

school and finally Aaron, who is in year three also in 

a local school.   

I came to faith in 2005, after being involved in a 

road traffic accident.  Since then, my Christian jour-

ney has seen me as a rural Church Warden in Nor-

folk, a Street Pastor and Ordinand here in Colches-

ter, and now Deacon.  I have worshipped in various 

churches, from Anglo-Catholic to liberal evangelical.  My interests lay in mission, par-

ticularly apologetics (systemic defence of Christian Faith), evangelism (witnessing of 

the Gospel) and deliverance (healing).  

Since arriving at Stephen’s, there were an infinite number of activities I wanted to ini-

tially engage with, but the words of Brother John, a monk from Mirfield, weighed upon 

me, “always start any day and any task in prayer!”  During that first week of prayer, I 

decided to read John’s Gospel and soon I came to John 12:26:  

‘Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the father will honour.’  NRSV 

I was particularly stuck by the following, ‘…follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also…’.  This verse helped me to reflect upon my role as your Deacon and to 
what God might be asking me to do in this season of ministry.  Although, there are 

many areas to the role of Deacon of which, I’ll do my best to fulfil each of them; I 
thought I’d list those that rested on my heart the most for this season.      

‘…They are to serve the community in which they are set, bringing to the 

Church the needs and hopes of all the people. They are to work with their 

fellow members in searching out the poor and weak, the sick and lonely and 

those who are oppressed and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners 

of the world, that the love of God may be made visible…’ 
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Cont... 

‘…They accompany those searching for faith and bring them to baptism…’ 

…They are to be faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of 

God’s presence, as he reveals his kingdom among us.’ Church of England: Ordinal 
 

So dear sisters and brothers, the words of the ordinal will be in my heart, as I fix my 

eyes upon the parish of New Town and the Hythe.  As I search the forgotten corners of 

the parish looking for signs of the Holy Spirit’s work, it is my prayer that together in the 

absence of our Rector Revd. Lorraine, we can stand together united in Jesus continuing 

the already fantastic work that St. Stephens does.  Seeking to serve the community in 

new and exciting ways and proclaiming the Gospel in word and deed.   

Peace be with you, 

Revd. Dan   

P.S: You’ll see that I have included below my contact details for anyone that needs to 

get in touch for any reason: 

Vicarage Address:    Emai address: 

The Vicarage,      bionic.revd.dan@gmail.com 

270 Shrub End Road  

Colchester     Curate office telephone Number: 

Essex      01206 515533   9am – 8pm   

CO3 4RL 

Day(s) Off 

Monday (Weekly) 

Friday and Monday (Every fourth week) 

Transport to Church 

If you’d like to come to Church, but you  are 
struggling and a lift would help, please speak to 
Belinda and she will see if she can start up a lift 
rota. 

If you could help with proving lifts to people, 
please also speak to Belinda. 

https://www.churchof
mailto:bionic.revd.dan@gmail.com
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Churchwardens’ letter 

It’s time to open up again. Help us make the most of our opportunities. 

The recent PCC meeting decided that it was time to begin opening up church activities 
other than worship (already open) and easing up on previous Covid restrictions that 
apply to all activities. 

We discussed how best we can give a warm welcome to people coming back to church 
and lots of ideas were shared some of which you will all hopefully see developing in 
the weeks to come. These include making sure that we are ready to welcome people 
of all characteristics: ethnicity, gender, gender orientation and sexuality among them; 
reviving the practice of offering to pray for anyone in the parish; serving tea and coffee 
again; publishing a regular newsletter to invite people who don't currently attend. Lots 
more suggestions too. 

Saturday ChillOut is due to start again on October 2 when hopefully the church will be 
buzzing with attenders arriving for the Green Christian conference. Later in the autumn 
tables for the craft fair are booking well. Room bookings in general are taking off again 
as well. Home groups which have been subsisting on a Zoom basis are urged to recon-
vene in person and plan a programme for their members which develop prayer and 
relationships. One possibility is using the “Living in Love and Faith” study material 
which other churches have found helpful in approaching the topic of relationships and 
identity. 

However, during the pandemic some rotas have understandably fallen by the wayside 
and some roles are now unfilled. We want to make best use of this moment of oppor-
tunity but a few people can't do it all themselves. Here are some of the roles which are 
either unfilled or where extra help is needed. 

Is God calling you to get more involved in St Stephens’ mission to serve Him in the par-
ish? Could one of these roles have your name on it? Come and talk to John or Martin if 
that’s the case. 

#  Leader for Youthy: This youth group has served over 2000 (!) young people in 
the parish over its lifetime. Most were not churchgoers. The demand for 
Youthy is still there and there are assistant leaders available to help. But a 
leader with a love and vision for young people is needed to relaunch this valu-
able work. 

#  Pastoral workers 

#  Electoral roll (membership secretary) 

#  ChillOut Team members 

#  Extra help with Maintenance and Gardening 

#  Operating the projector during services 
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Churchwardens’ letter Cont... 

#  Operating the sound desk  

#  Giving lifts to church  

#  Opening and closing church for bookings 

Have a happy and blessed autumn, 

John  Clifton and Martin Kerins 

Family Camping 
 
 

We have just come back from the family camping and it was  a wonderful occasion. 
I started this weekend very tired and grumpy having finished a night shift and having 
little sleep I was convinced this would be the last one I organised. However, this week-
end is good for your soul. It brings people together and is a chance to regroup. Yes we 
had marvellous weather but it was a chance to see old friends and make some new 
friends. We had nearly fifty people camping in the indoor and outdoor space. We were 
joined with some people from Christchurch and Berechurch it was a community church 
as Naomi said. 
 

We even got to say goodbye to Keith and Avril on Saturday who have now moved to 
Lincolnshire. 
 

We played a few games and Barbara from Christchurch was marvellous at human table 
football and Cian Kerins won the pedal kart championship. However, some of my fa-
vourite moments are just sitting about talking to people or listening to music at the 
camp fire. 
 

 

There are so many people to thank an I'll probably miss a few but let me try. Mike and 
Janet for organising the fish and chips, Chris Poole for his nature walk, Martin Kerins 
for doing the BBQ and bringing loads of bits, Rajesh and Catherine for tidying the Papil-
lon so well, also for buying the wardens a beer, Debs for cooking and bringing the 
Salmon, Naomi and Belinda for leading the outdoor service on Sunday, Mal for supply-
ing the badminton nets and rackets, Izzy, Pete and Sheila for brilliant music and Pete 
for bringing the event shelter, Sara and Dan for supplying some lovely vegan food. 
 

Also to everyone else for coming and being yourself. Have no fear I will definitely or-
ganise another one. In fact I have sent a request to book over a bank holiday in June 
already just to see if its available more details soon. 
 

Many thanks for everyone's help and support and those kind people that put in extra 
money we managed to give Thorrington a good amount and cover all the costs with a 
little extra. I totally recommend this weekend to all. 
 

Chris Liddamore 
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“Reader’s Ramblings 

9/11 – TWENTY YEARS ON 

“…the hope laid up for you in heaven…” (Col 1:5) Keep hold of that verse, I shall return 

to it later… 

Recently, given all that has been happening, both internationally and locally, I have 

found myself meditating on events which took place some twenty years ago. 

I recall two days in particular, just two days apart, but very different days. The first was 

characterised by joy, celebration and a sense of achievement. In marked contrast, the 

second was characterised by terror, despair and utter carnage. 

Sunday, September 9th 2001 witnessed the official opening and dedication service of 

our new Church Centre. Some 12 years of planning, hard graft and not a few anxious 

moments had ended in success as we met the target to complete Phase 1 of our Build-

ing Project: A marvellous day. Just two days later on Tuesday 11th, we watched in utter 

disbelief on our TV sets as against the background of a gin clear sky we saw the twin 

towers of the World Trade Centre  dissolve before our eyes. It seemed like a disaster 

movie; it was actually disastrous reality. 

The first event shows what can be accomplished when people come together, united 

by a common purpose and motivated by faith to create something positive, fuelled by 

hope for a brighter future. The second event shows what happens when people come 

together, united by a common purpose, motivated, it has to be said, by faith – but also 

by an ideology mired in negativity. In turn, 9/11 led to the so-called War on Terror – a 

war that rages still. 

Twenty years on how do we make sense of these events, especially in the light of re-

cent developments? The Taliban are once more firmly in charge; the prospect of Af-

ghanistan becoming once again a haven for terrorist activity a distinct reality. The Tali-

ban may have claimed to have changed, but leopards do not so readily discard their 

spots. Were then the deaths of allied troops, not to mention those of countless Af-

ghanis all in vain? The wheel seems to have turned full circle. 

Our own parochial concerns pale into insignificance compared with the situation in 

Afghanistan. Yet they matter to us and local issues by their very nature touch us more 

immediately and consequently more deeply. 

I’m sure we would all have to acknowledge that the last few years have been difficult  
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“Reader’s Ramblings” Cont.. 

ones for our church. That opening of the Church Centre seemed to open up boundless 

possibilities – given our new building what could we not achieve? But a church is far 

more than bricks and mortar; people matter far more. The interregnum saw certain 

tensions come to the fore. Sadly these tensions remained unresolved following Lor-

raine’s appointment (she has indeed had much to contend with); instead matters exac-

erbated. This has all been compounded by the Pandemic – the church closed for many 

months, our worship severely circumscribed, many members yet to return to the fold, 

the concomitant effect upon our finances and a pervading sense of uncertainty regard-

ing our future. 

Given all the above, what hope can we have that things will improve? Let us return to 

Col 1:5 – The lines of purpose in your lives never grow slack, tightly tied as they are to 

your future in heaven, kept taut by hope. Paul thus gives thanks for the Colossians, par-

ticularly for exhibiting the three great hallmarks of Christianity: Namely, faith in Jesus, 

Spirit-inspired love for fellow Christians, and, above all, Hope – with its twin aspects of 

both being a present reality and as a confident expectation for the future regarding 

what awaits us at the conclusion of our earthly lives. Like the Colossians, may we real-

ise the amazing transformation that has been accomplished in us through the death 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hope and trust in a faithful God Must be our constants. For we run this race called life 

not to gain a laurel wreath which all too quickly decays – no – instead we aspire to a 

crown that will last for ever. We must also pursue our aims with contrite and humble 

hearts. We live in uncertain times, all the more reason then, to keep hold of faith, so 

that in humility and wisdom we may follow truly in our Master’s footsteps; intent on 

fulfilling God’s vision not our own: For this at least is certain – our safest and surest 

hope does indeed reside in heaven. 

Andrew King 

It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contrib-
ute to future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-
colcheser.org.uk .  Andrew Topple 
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PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Please pray for the people living in the fol-

lowing roads 

Please pray for the people living in the fol-

lowing roads: 

Week 1.  From 27th September to 3rd Octo-

ber - Maple Way, Queen Mary Avenue, Daniel Cole Road, Dunwich Court. 

Week 2. From 4th to 10th October - Harrison Road. Gurdon Road. Lord Holland Road. 

Berechurch Road. 

Week 3. From 11th to 17th October – Geoff Seaton Close. Jennings Close, Haddon 

Park. 

Week 4. From 18th to 24th October - Vega Close. Velenta Close, Ventura Drive, 

Pertwee Court. 

Week 5. From 25th to 31st October   Pubs, Business Companies, Shops and Home 

Workers. 

  Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  
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Many of the things we loved to do are 
coming back AND more! 

From Saturday 2 October 
Saturday ChillOut will be 

restarting 

We hope that you will be 
able to come along for a 
cup of tea or coffe and a 

cake and of course a lovely 
chat! 

 

Starting on Sunday 3 October we will once again eb 
serving refreshemnts after Church 

AND 

On the 4th Sunday of the month, why not bring your 
sandwiches with you and stay on for lunch here with 

friends? 

 

Homegroups are restarting 

Anyone that isn’t in a Homegroup should let Belinda 
or one of the Warden’s know and we will get some 

more groups started 
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FAIRTRADE 
THE NEXT FAIRTRADE STALLS 

WILL BE AT THE 

CLIMATE CRISIS CONFERENCE at 

ST STEPHEN’S 

on 

SATURDAY 2nd OCTOBER 

and 

MESSY CHURCH  

on 

SUNDAY 3rd OCTOBER 

Help support the producers and farmers 

who are feeling the effects of 

climate change the most 
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CHILDREN 

WE MISS YOU! 

Come and see us at 
 

KIDS’ CLUB 
On SUNDAY 10th and 17th OCTOBER 

11 am in the hall 

Belinda. Sarah, Alison. Lesley, Beryl 

Harvest Celebration 

2021 
 

Messy in October is about harvest and prayer and we will be 
collecting donations for the community larder. (especially: tins 
of tuna/ham/meatballs etc and jars of coffee and hot choco-

late and toiletry items) 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 

However, with the continued COVID crisis and in line with  Government  guid-

ance Andrew will be working largely from home.  

Please contact him via email as these will be checked regularly 

 
 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 
 

Church Wardens: John Clifton and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The November newsletter should be available by Sunday 31 October.  Please send any 

items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 25 October to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828
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