PARISH NEWS
January 2022

All the latest news from the
Parish of New Town & The Hythe

be, belong, encounter, grow
Keep up to date on our website:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Regular Weekly Services and Meetings
Sunday mornings at 11:00 am together with our Wednesday
morning Holy Communion / Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am.
For further information about our COVID precautions, please click here.
Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month, with the other Sunday services during the month including Holy Communion, and Kids Club on the
second & third Sunday of the month and Breakfast Club on the fourth Sunday of the month.
Weekly Sunday Evening Live On Line Worship on Facebook at 6:30 pm on Sunday. This will stream into our
Facebook pages. You will be able to join us live at the
time or take part at an alternative time that better
suits you.
We will also be continuing to meet on Zoom for our weekly prayer meeting
and Bible Study with Wimpole Road; all are very welcome to join these
meetings:
Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 &
Passcode: 011904
Bible Study at 7:30 pm on Thursday (re-starts on 2 September)
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 780 700 295 &
Passcode: 011904
You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact
Andrew Topple for further information.

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON THE WEB SITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES
FOR ANY CHANGES WHICH MAY BE NEEDED AS A RESULT OF
COVID OR OTHER SITUATIONS
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Letter from the Churchwardens
Dear friends,
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”
As we go to press, the passing of the Desmond Tutu, a towering figure in the fight for
justice and peace and the demonstration of Kingdom values has been in the news. So
we start with the above quote from him as we review 2021 and look forward to the
year to come. More about hope later on.
What a year 2021 has been! Here we reprise some of the main points from the year,
the challenges that await us.
Looking back over 2021
It has been hard for us as individuals and as a church community but we have been
learning to live within new limits imposed by the pandemic. Facebook has become an
essential tool to keep in touch; Three Together services have kept some of us worshipping during lockdowns. But we have learnt also how to open up our activities in periods of respite and how to step back to a more cautious approach when Covid cases
have burgeoned once more as is happening again at the time of writing this letter.
We are encouraged that numbers of worshippers and participants in other Centre activities had been increasing once again during the Autumn. Notable were recent Messy
Church services and the Saturday Chillout. Room rentals which had fallen away during
2020 increased again as 2021 went on.
A big plus has been the deepening our relationships with our friends at Wimpole Road
Methodist Church and St Margaret’s with whom we coordinated our Christmas programme. During relatively open periods of the year we have hosted successful fund
raising events (a craft fair and a quiz) and a Green Christian conference The Food Bank
has become established and consolidated as an offering to the New Town community.
We have sorely missed our beloved rector Lorraine who has been on sick leave since
July. We have appreciated input from a number of visiting priests recruited by our
Area Dean Paul Norrington to preside at Holy Communion during Lorraine’s absence.
Our own ministry team who now meet together for mutual support and encouragement have worked hard to fill gaps and provide continuity. Among them is the newest
member, Dan Cant, our curate, who has been combining study and ministry, for example, refreshing our contacts with the local schools in the parish.
The PCC has been very active, dividing its time between meeting practical challenges
(particularly maintaining the building, safeguarding and financial planning) and looking
outwards towards our ministry in New Town. The recently formed of a Mission Sub
Group has begun to think through some of the ways we can reach out to the parish
and increase footfall in the Church Centre.
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Warden’s letter cont...
We mark the passing of valued members and previous members of our church family
who died this year: Rev John Shillaker our former rector, our reader emeritus and keyboard player extraordinaire Alan Parsons, Richard Cording chair of the then Centre
Committee and later his wife Madeleine; Christine Powell Davis, Margaret Hobrough
who for many years did the Church flowers and David Hewer.
Looking forward to 2022- Matters for prayer
Pray for Lorraine as she makes a careful phased return to her ministry among us. Help
her to see the way ahead and makes decisions as to what to take up and what to leave
to others.
Pray for wisdom about how we as a church community handle the risk to individuals
from Covid balancing safety with the desire to benefit from worship, fellowship and
engaging the community.
It is encouraging that in spite of the pandemic, The PCC and Mission Sub Group have
been excited by a number of new ideas for reaching out into the community and making the Church more accessible and friendly. Pray that we will know the Spirit’s leading
in our plans.
We have a major issue with roof leaks which have big practical and financial implications for the church community. Professional advice is being sought. Pray that we will
find the right way forward and will be able to raise the money to solve the problems
permanently.
Pray that as we are able to open again (post Omicron wave?) we will be able to encourage more members to exercise their own gifts of time talents and resources to
encourage the church and involve members of our community in the work of the Kingdom.
Pray that we may be people of hope as we face the uncertainties, opportunities and
challenges of 2022.
Where can we find Hope for 2022?
Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love
1 Corinthians 13:13
Let’s remember our past and how God made Himself present to us
“Memory produces hope in the same way that amnesia produces despair.” Walter
Bruggemann, Theologian.
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Warden’s letter cont...
Hope embraces uncertainty
“Hope is the story of uncertainty, of coming to terms with the risk involved in not
knowing what comes next, which is more demanding than despair and, in a way more
frightening. And immeasurably more rewarding.… The hope is to give yourself to the
future and that commitment to the future makes the present inhabitable.”
Rebecca Solnit
The present and future Kingdom- what we dream of is here already.
You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is
already among you.
Luke 17:21
“Activists often speak as though the solutions we need have not yet been launched or
invented, as though we are starting from scratch … What we dream of is already present in the world.”
Rebecca Solnit
Hope calls for action; but action is impossible without hope.
May our God give us Hope during 2022 and may we respond with action.
Love from
John Clifton on behalf of
Martin Kerins and John Clifton, Churchwardens
28 December 2021
“Reader’s Ramblings”
January 2022
Writing in a recent article, Stephen Cottrell, the Archbishop of York, spoke about the
integral place of singing in Christian worship. The Archbishop wryly contrasted the situation last summer when during the Euros “thousands sang lustily in the stands at
Wembley Stadium, but small, socially distanced congregations on Sunday were instructed to remain silent.” This was just one of the many absurdities generated by the
Covid restrictions.
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“Reader’s Ramblings” cont..
St. Augustine is supposed to have said that he who sings prays
twice. Singing does indeed intensify our speech and prayer. “When
we sing, we pray twice because first of all we pay greater attention
to the words. We taste and shape each syllable within the ebb and
flow of melody and metre. When there is harmony too, each word
is broadened out. You hear and experience layers and even subterranean strata of meaning.”
Music does indeed change us. It amplifies and expands our praise. It brings joy to our
praying. It’s also an effective way of overcoming stress – because when we sing, our
whole body benefits.
Communal singing may have largely sadly declined, but the singing of Christmas carols
retains a resonance for many – they are, after all, the one repertoire of songs that
many people still know.
But it’s not just the singing – it’s what we sing: The song of the angels, peace on earth
and goodwill to all humanity, These are songs that speak to our hearts, lifting them,
along with our voices, to pray as well, drawing us back to Bethlehem and the mystery
of God among us, retuning our hearts to heaven’s no longer elusive wavelength.
The song of the angels is, then, a song of hope out of hopelessness and, pointing to
Christ, shows us how we need to change and where help to achieve that is available.
It’s a song that serves as a promise for the whole of life, for the whole earth, and for
our whole being.
The composer Handel knew all this implicitly. During his Messiah, the choir in magnificent voice declares: The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of the Lord and
of his Christ. The text, derived from the Book of Revelation is expanded and celebrated, encapsulating the hope and meaning of Christmas – a hope multiplied by the power of song.
May I wish you all a truly blessed New Year.
Andrew King
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Transport to Church
If you’d like to come to
Church, but you are struggling and a lift would help,
please speak to Belinda and
she will see if she can start
up a lift rota.
If you could help with proving lifts to people, please
also speak to Belinda.

Save the Date!
Church Camping weekend 2022 is planned
for the weekend 2-5 June.

It’s YOUR Newsletter
Please don’t forget, if you have
stories or items that they would
like to contribute to future
Newsletters please contact me
at: office@ststephenscolcheser.org.uk .
Andrew Topple
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PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Please pray for the people living in the following
roads:
Week 1. From 1st to 7th January, Lisle Road, Claudius Road, Campion
Road and Barrington Road.
Week 2 From 8th to 14th January, Gilberd Road. Sadler Close, Western
Road, Beche Road.
Week 3. From 15th to 23rd January. Gladstone Road. Granville Road.
Mytle Grove.
Week 4. From 24th to 30th January. Morant Road. Harsnet Road, Kimberley Road.
Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.

CONGRATULATIONS
MALVERN
on your
80th Birthday on 29th December
ENJOY YOUR SPECIAL DAY

MESSAGE FROM BERYL AND ALISON
We will celebrate with cake when it is safe to do so.
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Contact Information
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY

Rector: Rev Lorraine Badger-Watts
Administrator: Andrew Topple
The Church Office is open on:
Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Wednesday 12 noon - 3 pm
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon

Tel: 01206 869091
Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester

Church Wardens: John Clifton and Martin Kerins
For Centre bookings contact: Andrew Topple in the Church Office
For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213
The February newsletter should be available by Sunday 30 January. Please send any
items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than
Monday 24 January to:

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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