
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for June 2022 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 11:00 am 
together with our Wednesday morning Holy Communion or 

Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

2nd and 4th Sundays from 9:30—10:00 am (before Sunday Service) time of 
Christian meditation 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month, with the other Sunday ser-
vices during the month including Holy Communion, and Kids Club on the sec-
ond & third Sunday of the month and Breakfast Club on the fourth Sunday of 
the month. 

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 
and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st Sunday of the month is All Aged Worship, 2nd and 4th Holy Communion 
and Morning Prayer on the 3rd. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either St 
Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

Three Together; St Stephen’s, Wimpole Road and St Margaret’s 

Worship & Meetings 

Weekly Sunday Evening  On Line Worship on Facebook 
at 6:30 pm. This will stream into our Facebook pages. You 
are able to join us live at the time or take part at an alter-
native time that better suits you. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 
195 594 506 & Passcode: 011904 

Bible Study at 7:30 pm on Thursday via Zoom  
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 780 700 295 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact  
Andrew Topple for further information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/780700295?pwd=dmNNdEZKaHBBdk0rSndTbUV4eHgrQT09
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Pause for thought Rev Lorraine 

‘But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you’ John 14:26 

This month in St Stephen’s I spent a fantastic afternoon with Holly, Isaac and Johnny 
talking about what why they might want to start joining in with the celebration of Holy 
Communion.  

As usual when I talk to the young people about God, they always amaze me with how 
much they know. I asked them to put on a piece of paper all the things that they could 
think of to do with ‘Communion’. They wrote so many good things that we were able 
to chat and talk about including the Holy Spirit. I was asking them what they knew 
about the three persons of the Trinity, and they knew the answer to ‘Who is the Holy 
Spirit?’ but they were asking lots of questions about what this means. 

They are not alone in this. We know about God, and we understand Jesus. But the Holy 
Spirit we ‘Talk’ about all the time but lots of us find the Spirit somewhat illusive. How 
do we know what the Spirit is? How do we know what is us and what is the Spirit? Why 
do some people have very dramatic and outward signs of the Spirit working, and oth-
ers feel like the Spirit is absent? 

I must always remind myself of lots of stories of the Spirit to help encourage me that 
the Spirit is active in my life. I wonder whether this is useful for you too. 

The most common illustration of the Holy Spirit is like the wind. This was the first thing 
I told the children. The wind blows and yet we can’t see it. Yet we can see it’s affects. 
We can see the flags moving, the grass swaying, the feel of the wind on our cheeks, the 
force in gales when we try and walk straight. We can’t see the wind, but we can see 
what it does. It is most definitely there. 

The novel ‘The Shack’ also describes the three persons of the Trinity, God as a larger-
than-life black Mother character ‘Papa’ at times and as a Native American man at oth-
ers. Jesus as Jesus and the Holy Spirit ‘Sarayu’. Papa cooks, Jesus is a carpenter and 
Sarayu gardens. Sarayu notices that arguments and even wars can start through hu-
mans not understanding what ‘good’ is, something that benefits me is often opposed 
to what others want, with all of us ‘playing God’. Sarayu floats in and out and is not 
easy to grab hold of. Sarayu is free and flowing and full of hope, life and joy.  

I often also have to remind myself of the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness & self-control.  

It is often the case that we don’t notice any of these gifts, but others do. If we feel like 
we are more focused on ourselves or are losing faith or love, peace or patience we can 
ask God for more of his Holy Spirit to help us in these areas. For me the Spirit of God is 
there constantly and even when I’m at my lowest I hold onto the Spirit of God working  
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Pause for thought Rev Lorraine cont ... 

in and through me. One of the most helpful bible verses I hold onto is: 

‘Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 
we ought, but the spirit intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words’. 

Roman 8:26 

 

Letter from the Churchwardens 

Dear friends, 

Looking back over the months since the pandemic restrictions were lifted, it is 
so encouraging to see modest but real signs of re-emergence and regrowth. It 
is great to see numbers at Sunday worship slowly climbing back as some old 
friends return and new people come to take a look at us. Messy church in par-
ticular is beginning to buzz again. Saturday Chillout and Rainbow Tots continue 
to be busy and chatty. 

The Lunch Club has returned on Mondays led by Jill and Debbie Liddamore. To 
make this possible, a group of people carried out a deep clean of the kitchen to 
enable us to satisfy food standards inspection- for which, thanks!. Word has 
spread quickly about the Club. We hear that demand for places has risen close 
to capacity just two weeks after restart. 

The sense of the church centre as an increasingly dynamic social space has 
been helped by the acquisition of the new tables and chairs in the lobby area 
(thanks to ECC and our local councillor for those), encouraging people,  wheth-
er worshippers or visitors to the Foodbank to linger and feel more at  
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Letter from the Churchwardens—Cont…. 

ease. And church run activities are blending nicely with the sessions run by our 
regular hirers. 

Behind the scenes, work and planning continues to repair and maintain the 
building and gardens. The PCC has approved a plan to replace the worn out 
lobby flooring and to repair the roofing and masonry in the Hall entrance. A 
long awaited structural engineer’s report concerning the serious issues with 
the worship area roof has now been received and further research is underway 
to work out a way forward. This is not a problem that will be fixed overnight 
but at least there is some forward movement here. Just appearing on our hori-
zon, so to speak, is the possibility of reducing our carbon footprint by 
‘retrofitting’ more efficient heating. More about this in future articles. 

The wildflower meadow at the front of the church is in full bloom at the mo-
ment following the passing of the daffodils and the tulips. Mal Hutley contin-
ues to mow the grass and keep things tidy. Thanks Mal. The roses in the back 
garden are looking great at the moment but the garden has become a bit 
scruffy and littered and needs a refresh to show some of the existing good 
plants to advantage. We want to encourage more people (visitors and wor-
shippers) into the garden to use for play, quiet and reflection. To that end, we 
will be asking for volunteers to take part in a work day in the next month to  

help bring the garden back to its former glory. Watch this space. 

Reducing carbon use and making best use of our gardens and encouraging 
wildlife are, of course, part of our Ecochurch Award programme. We have a 
Bronze Award and our ambition is to achieve Gold. At the moment we are 
thinking about another aspect of our renewed focus on God’s Creation. We are 
looking at how we can integrate creation thinking in our worship and teaching 
rather than just doing occasional creation based services. The idea is to en-
courage all of us to broaden our vision of what the gospel is from just our own 
individual salvation and faith journeys to encompass God’s work as creator and 
upholder of the Cosmos. 

Finally, we wish those taking part in the church camping trip (2—5 June) a real-
ly enjoyable time. If you haven’t booked and want to visit for the day, talk to 
Chris Liddamore. 

We wish you every blessing,  John Clifton 

For Martin Kerins and John Clifton, Churchwardens 
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR 

COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the 

following roads across out two parishes: 

Week 1;  From 30th May to 5th  June, Lisle Road, Claudius Road, Campion 

Road, Barrington Road, Queensland Drive, Brisbane Way, Melbourne Chase 

and Adelaide Drive 

Week 2; From 6th to 12th June, Gilberd Road. Sadler Close, Western Road, 

Beche Road, Hooper Avenue, Fowler Road and Foundation Way 

Week 3; From 13th to 19th June. Gladstone Road. Granville Road. Mytle 

Grove, The Willows, Holm Oak and Silverthorne Close  

Week 4; From 20th to 26th June. Morant Road. Harsnet Road, Kimberley Road, 

Meadow Road, Leas Road and Malting Road 

Week 5; From 27th June to 3rd July Barrack Street, Provence Place, Challenge 

Way and Colne Point, Homefield Road, Homefield Road, Baronswood Way, 

Oakapple Close, Baronswood Way and Oakapple Close 

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  

Over 60’s Lunch Club at St Stephen’s 
on 13 June 2022 from midday for 
12:30 lunch 

If you are interested in coming along please give Jill 
a ring on 01206 572 605.  Booking is essential for 
catering purposes. Two courses will be served with 
tea or coffee to follow for a charge of £5. 

Dietary needs can be catered for if known in advance. 

Many thanks from The Lunch Club Team  
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FAIRTRADE 
 

 

Thank you to those who supported our stall last 
month.  You spent £15 

There will not be a 
FAIRTRADE STALL 

on 5th JUNE as instead of the usual MESSY SERVICE 
we have a joint 

PENTECOST OPEN AIR SERVICE 
with 

WIMPOLE ROAD on THE RECREATION GROUND 
at 11am 

followed by refreshments provided by Wimpole Road 

 

In the meantime if  there is anything you need or  

would like, please just let us know and  

we would be very happy to bring it for you 
 

Beryl and Alison 
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Community Listening into Community Action  

As we transition from one challenging season into another, I am acutely 
aware of the many demands placed upon each of us and those of the 
community.   A growing number of conversations have been focussed 
around local and financial concerns.  I’m sure many will share my con-
cerns for the poorest and marginalised within the community and the 
impact of another challenging season will have and is already having.   

As you all well know, the Three Together - St. Stephen’s Church, Wim-
pole Road Methodist Church and St. Margaret’s Church, are three 
churches that focus lots of energy towards community.  This focus fits in 
well with a current project I’m working on “Community listening.”  How-
ever, this project aims to go further than just listening, it will hopefully 
be the platform that delivers solutions to local concerns, developing pos-
itive change to the community.  However, I do need a little help!   

If you are reading this then the thought of helping hasn’t terrified you.  
Great!  All I’m asking for at this stage, is for you to complete a very 
short questionnaire.  The answers to this questionnaire will dictate the 
greatest local needs and highlight the pressures people are experienc-
ing.  Once the data has been collected and analysed the top concern(s) 
will be the focus of action to deliver solution(s) and positive change. 

The first stage is to fill out the short questionnaire, the link is below or 
there are paper copies in the church.  Please complete the questionnaire 
as soon as possible.  Paper copies should be return to the church office.  
If you have any questions, please do catch me for a chat or email me on 
bionic.revd.dan@gmail.com or call me on 01206 515533.     

Click here to access the Online Questionnaire or on the link below: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesg16wk2xmZEXCeqE8-
ewuy6Os8qL2YdhuQ7buAxT_zu9CQQ/viewform?usp=pp_url 

I will write again in future newsletters with the results of the question-
naire and to update you with progress being made.  Thank you in ad-
vance for you help.  

In Christ,  

Revd. Dan 
St. Stephen’s Church 

mailto:bionic.revd.dan@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesg16wk2xmZEXCeqE8-ewuy6Os8qL2YdhuQ7buAxT_zu9CQQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesg16wk2xmZEXCeqE8-ewuy6Os8qL2YdhuQ7buAxT_zu9CQQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesg16wk2xmZEXCeqE8-ewuy6Os8qL2YdhuQ7buAxT_zu9CQQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
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A Message from CAP Colchester 

Good afternoon, 
 
My name is Rebecca Taylor and I am working for Colchester CAP Debt 
Centre.  We are having a number of referrals in the area of Monkwick 
and Berechurch for people that need help with debt.  Following on from 
the covid-19 pandemic, we have noticed that volunteering has declined 
and we are incredibly short of volunteers, (that we would refer to as be-
frienders), to walk alongside our clients as they journey along their 
route out of debt.  This usually includes coming along to 3 appointments 
with a debt coach during the day and then keeping in touch with the 
client, helping them with practical needs as is necessary (such as finding 
paperwork/ making phone calls/ being a listening ear). 
 
Many thanks for your time spent reading this and I hope to hear from 
you soon. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
Rebecca 
 
Rebecca Taylor 
Assistant Manager and Debt Coach, Colchester CAP Debt Centre 
 
We are trying to arrange a meeting with Rebecca to discuss how we can 
work to support CAP, so if you think you can help, please speak to Rev 
Lorraine. 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND 

AROUND THE LOCAL AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for 

all sorts of information about 

what is going and as well as 

the “Events” page on our web 

site. 

Please click here to see the 

Events page 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
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Transport to St Stephen’s Church 

If you’d like to come to Church, 
but you  are struggling and a lift 
would help, please speak to Belin-
da and she will see if she can start 
up a lift rota. 

If you could help with proving 
lifts to people, please also speak 
to Belinda. 

Booking not required but would be helpful and if you have 

any questions please email: siansimpkins@caplifeskills.org  
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Click here if you would like to book your place in advance 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeu_LvC8POcy8kf0p4YUGYdP4UJRSHFiNK-UCrWKOLeUIMArA/viewform?usp=pp_url
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or 
items that they would like to contribute to 
future Newsletters please contact me at: 
office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . 

Andrew Topple 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector:  Rev  Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 

 
 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 
 

Church Wardens: John Clifton and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The June newsletter should be available by Sunday 26 June.  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 20 June to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

 

 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

