
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for July 2022 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 11:00 am 
together with our Wednesday morning Holy Communion or 

Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

2nd and 4th Sundays from 9:30—10:00 am (before Sunday Service) time of 
Christian meditation 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month, with the other Sunday ser-
vices during the month including Holy Communion, and Kids Club on the sec-
ond & third Sunday of the month and Breakfast Club on the fourth Sunday of 
the month. 

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 
and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st Sunday of the month is All Aged Worship, 2nd and 4th Holy Communion 
and Morning Prayer on the 3rd. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either St 
Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

Three Together; St Stephen’s, Wimpole Road and St Margaret’s 

Worship & Meetings 

Weekly Sunday Evening  On Line Worship on Facebook 
at 6:30 pm. This will stream into our Facebook pages. You 
are able to join us live at the time or take part at an alter-
native time that better suits you. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 
195 594 506 & Passcode: 011904 

Bible Study at 7:30 pm on Thursday via Zoom  
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 780 700 295 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact  
Andrew Topple for further information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/780700295?pwd=dmNNdEZKaHBBdk0rSndTbUV4eHgrQT09
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Pause for thought by Rev’d Dan 

‘O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peo-
ples.’                       1 Chronicles 16:8 NRSVUE 

June proved to be a month of stories.  I heard Bishop Guli share her story, I also heard 
some stories from a few of the year six leavers at Kendall school.  I then heard some 
stories about policing in the New Town and Hythe areas from the local Police Commu-
nity Support Officer, PCSO Sarah Hardy.  Whilst attending Deanery Synod, I heard sto-
ries from Revd Paul Norrington as he prepares for retirement in September; stories 
about his ministry.  The month concluded with hearing stories from many who attend 
the ChillOut café on Saturday mornings; stories about general day-to-day life. 

Bishop Guli shared about her early life and coming to this country as a twelve-year 
refugee from Iran in the 1970s.  For those of us gathered at Deanery Synod, we heard 
of terrible trauma, revolution and persecution.  But this was met with welcome, love 
and provision upon arriving in this country. 

PCSO Sarah, shared a little about herself and the pressures of modern policing.  Sarah 
spoke about her concerns for children aged between 11 and 14 and the pressure 
placed up this age group, particularly by those who run illegal drugs across the county-
lines.  I was really encouraged by Sarah’s love for New Town and the Hythe and the 
community policing team’s drive to make the area a more wonderful and safe place to 
live. 

From the year six leavers, I heard stories about arriving at Kendall school as strangers 
and now leaving as friends.  I heard stories about times of sadness and joy.  Stories of 
encouragement and achievement.  Stories about who’s the best teacher, which I’m 
pleased to say, every teacher was mentioned.  I even heard one story from a child, that 
she was thankful to the school for helping her to understand more about Jesus, as her 
family do not go to church. 

Rev’d Paul Norrington shared stories of his eight years as Area Dean.  Paul commended 
the Colchester Deanery for the talent of the clergy and laity, as well as the vision and 
resilience of the churches.    

Stories from ChillOut; many people spoke about the warmth of those that use the café 
and the sense of community.  Some shared stories of their struggles, whilst others 
shared stories of faith and personal history. 

My Thoughts!  Stories are of vital importance in our human history.  In ancient times 
stories were communicated orally before eventually being engraved into the walls of 
caves around 35,000 BCE.  Writing as we know it today doesn’t emerge until around 
2285-2250 BCE and is largely contributed to the Mesopotamian priestess Enheduanna.  

Story is important in so many ways and for us as Christians we recite stories daily from 
the Bible from our own experiences and from sharing other’s stories.  The church used  
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Cont... 

to be the place where everyone would gather on a Sunday to hear and share stories; 

personal and biblical.  Sadly, the days of the church being attended by the majority of a 

community, appear to over in the traditional sense!   

Culture has changed and continues to change, whilst the church remains slow to react.  

Bishop Guli stated recently: 

‘the church now finds itself at an epoch moment on the same scale as the refor-

mation.’ 

Church must change!  But what will the church look like in a decade?  God Knows, he 

really does!  The earlier church grew out of sharing story and experience, this must be 

where we have to return to.  The reformation brought about a period of rejection, the-

ological advancement and many would argue, the development of a greater accessible 

church.   

What is our role within this epoch of change?  Simply put, I truly believe that we are 

have an opportunity to return to our Christian roots.  A returning to the Book of Acts.  

Anyone can share story, we do this multiple times a day.  But what would the church 

look like if we shared our story of faith with others?  Would we see an increase in 

those coming to faith?  I believe we would.  As Christian’s, we are instructed by Jesus 

himself to share story:  

‘Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that 

I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’  

Matthew 28:18-20 NRSVUE 

Let us all be encouraged and challenged over this coming month to share our faith 

story with at least one person, and extend an invitation to them to attend a service.  If 

attending a service seems a little too much then how about an invitation to ChillOut or 

a Messy service.  If you are not sure how best to share your faith story come and talk 

with either myself, Lorraine, or any of the leadership team.  

May the month of July bring growth, peace and blessings.  

Dan 

Revd. Dan Cant. Assistant Curate, Stephen's Church Direct Line: 01206 515533 
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Standing Committee; a brief update 

 The Standing Committee met a couple of weeks ago and there were a few 
things from this meeting that I wanted to share with you; for your though, 
prayer and as appropriate your feedback. 

 We are planning to re-introduce the weekly notice sheet as the suggestion 
was made that on occasions events crop up and people may not have been 
aware of them.  This should restart over the next few weeks, however for this 
to be effective, it will be important that you let Andrew in the office know 
what you want included.  This can only be a short summary as space will not 
permit a lot of information and we do not wish to create large quantities of 
printed paper with its consequential costs and environmental impacts.  As far 
as possible, we continue to encourage you to refer to the Newsletter, web site 
and Facebook pages for more detailed information.  We have also introduced 
our “rolling weekly notices” onto a screen in the Foyer and this will be relocat-
ed to a more prominent position shortly. 

 Following the success of Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month, we 
are now exploring the potential of Café Church style worship on the third Sun-
day of the month.  The Standing Committee and PCC will be keen to hear the 
wider congregations views on this and who might be interested in supporting 
the development and leading of this. 

 Linked closely to our calling of Outreach and  Mission, we are also keen to de-
liver a Christian Explorers course and this is something which could also work 
well as an ecumenical activity.  For more information, please can you speak to 
Rev Lorraine, Dan, Naomi or Belinda about this. 

 As said the please do take the time to this and pray about the above and share 
your thoughts with me or one of our Standing Committee or PCC members. 

 Rev Lorraine 

At our Pentecost Service with Wimpole Road, we took 

up a collection for the work of Christian Aid and this 

raised almost £140.  Thank you to everybody for your 

contribution to this service and your giving. 
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FAIRTRADE 
 

 

It was lovely to join with Wimpole Road for a joint Pentecost 

service in June but in July we are back to normal. 

We shall have a 

FAIRTRADE STALL  

at the 

MESSY SERVICE  

on 

3rd JULY at 11am 

Please come and say ‘hello’. 

(We may have a few samples to try.) 
 

Beryl and Alison 
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR 

COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the 

following roads across out two parishes: 

Week 1.  From 4th to 10th July, Falcon Crescent, Port Lane, St Leonards, Chan-

dlers Row, Cairns Road, Armidale Walk and Onslow Crescent, Queen Elizabeth 

Way  

Week 2. From 11th to 17th July  Magdalen Street. Simonds Lane, Brook Street, 

Magdalen Green, Pier Close, Henry Everett Grove and Aggregate Walk, Terling 

Close  

Week 3. From 18th to 24th July,  Mersea Road. Nancy Smith Close, Meyrick 

Crescent, Homefield Road, Baronswood Way, Oakapple Close , Middlewick 

Close  

Week 4. From 25th to 31st  July,  Pownall Crescent, King George Road, Midland 

Close, Sandringham Drive, Christopher Jolly Court, Bardfield Road, Berefield 

Way, Inworth Walk , Beeleigh Close  

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  

Over 60’s Lunch Club at St Stephen’s 
on 11 July 2022 from midday for 
12:30 lunch 

If you are interested in coming along please give Jill 
a ring on 01206 572 605.  Booking is essential for 
catering purposes. Two courses will be served with 
tea or coffee to follow for a charge of £5. 

Dietary needs can be catered for if known in advance. 

Many thanks from The Lunch Club Team  
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New Town Open Gardens 

Dear Friend, 

Thank you so much for either kindly opening your garden or being in-

volved in New Town Open Gardens 2022 in another capacity.  “Gardeners” have com-

mented on having a great atmosphere this year with lovely visitors. We are delighted 

to have received lots of compliments regarding the gardens, live music, historical talks, 

children’s trail, Morris dancing, choir, scarecrows, Town Watch, refreshments and 

plant sales. 

Once again, we are indebted to both St. Stephen’s and Wimpole Road Methodist 

Churches for not only providing teas, refreshments and toilets, but also allowing us to 

use their premises for various additional items to our programme.  Furthermore, we 

were very fortunate with the glorious weather, enabling lots of people to enjoy the 

event.    

The money is still coming in, but at the time of writing we have raised £171.37 for the 

Red Cross Disaster Emergency Appeal (Ukrainian refugees) and £150 for Greenfingers 

Charity (funding gardens in children’s hospices) the discrepancy between the two is 

because some donations were given to those specific charities.  

Thank you again for contributing to such a wonderful afternoon and fund-raising effort.   

Best wishes, Ann Morris and Jean Quinn 

Diocesan Synod June 2022, Presidential Address by the Bishop of Chelmsford 

Linked to Rev Dan’s message, Christine Shillaker attended the Synod and spoke of the 

address by Bishop Guli.  Can I suggest that you click here and take a few minutes to 

look at the video or transcript of this,  If you don’t have internet access, please speak 

to Andrew and he will arrange to print a copy for you. 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND AROUND THE 

LOCAL AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information about 

what is going and as well as the “Events” page on our web 

site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/news/article/diocesan-synod-june-2022-presidential-address-by-the-bishop-of-chelmsford
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
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Transport to St Stephen’s Church 

If you’d like to come to Church, 
but you  are struggling and a lift 
would help, please speak to Belin-
da and she will see if she can start 
up a lift rota. 

If you could help with proving 
lifts to people, please also speak 
to Belinda. 

Booking not required but would be helpful and if you have 

any questions please email: siansimpkins@caplifeskills.org  
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Would you like to share in a journey of discovery? 

The COURSE IN 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES 

 

is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith with others. The course runs over 

two years, is open to anyone over the age of 16 and is based on weekly meetings 

in groups. 

We are able to offer the CCS course as Face to Face sessions at various locations 

throughout the Diocese, as well as Zoom sessions. In addition, CCS can be ac-

cessed entirely online,  

using the interactive programme Moodle, where you will interact with fellow 

students and tutors through online forums and posts. This provides increased flex-

ibility for times and days.  

Taster events will be held throughout the Diocese  

during June and July 

An Introductory Day will take place in Chelmsford  

on Saturday 10
th
 September starting at 10.00am. 

To register your interest and receive further details,  

email Diane Hardy dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org  

or call her on 01245 294449 

For further information contact: Diane Hardy, CCS Administrator 

Chelmsford Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford CM1 1AT 

Further details available at www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ccs 

and / or speak to Rev Lorraine 

mailto:dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies
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RIDE AND STRIDE (CYCLE AND WALK) 

to raise money for St Stephen’s 

SATURDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2022 

This is the annual event when cyclists and walkers visit as many 

churches as possible during the day and are sponsored for each 

church they visit.  The money raised is divided between their church and 

Friends of Essex Churches.   

Mal will be taking part, joined by a friend.  He would welcome church members 

to join them.  If you are interested have a word with 

him or sign up on the poster on the noticeboard.  He 

will have sponsor forms if you would like to help raise 

funds for St Stephen’s.  He would also welcome spon-

sors!! 

Mal & Beryl 
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or 
items that they would like to contribute to 
future Newsletters please contact me at: 
office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . 

Andrew Topple 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Rector: Rev Lorraine Badger-Watts 

Curate: Rev Dan Cant 

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 

 
 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 
 

Church Wardens: John Clifton and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Margaret 513213 

 

The August newsletter should be available by Sunday 31 July.  Please send any items to 

Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 25 July to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

