
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for November 2023 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 11:00 am 
together with our Wednesday morning Holy Communion or 

Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

2nd and 4th Sundays from 9:30—10:00 am (before Sunday Service) a 
time of Christian meditation 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month,  on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, including Holy Com-
munion and Kids Club.  The third Sunday we have Café Church in the 
morning  including Breakfast Club and a short service of Holy Commun-
ion at 6 pm.   

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 
and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st Sunday of the month is All Aged Worship, 2nd and 4th Holy Com-
munion and Morning Prayer on the 3rd. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either St 
Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

Three Together; St Stephen’s, Wimpole Road and 

St Margaret’s Worship & Meetings 

Weekly Sunday Evening  On Line Worship on Facebook 
at 6:30 pm. This will stream into our Facebook pages. You 
are able to join us live at the time or take part at an alter-
native time that better suits you. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact  
Andrew Topple for further information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09
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Pause for thought Rev Jackie….. 

Why remember? 

As I write this, we are coming up to the time of year that calls us to remember.  

The most obvious Remembrance Day in this country is the Sunday nearest 
11th November when we remember those who fought in wars, especially 
those two world wars, and sacrificially gave their lives for our freedom. We still 
shudder to think what would have happened if Hitler had taken over the world 
and evil had even more supremacy than it seems to have now. So, we mark 
this remembrance with respect but probably also with some sadness and fear. 
The war to end all wars was never going to achieve that in a world where na-
tions, tribes and religious groups still fight for power and control. At this pre-
sent time, we know we are facing uncertain times with dangerous escalations 
of wars with huge losses of life in Gaza and Israel and in Ukraine and Russia. In 
fact, there are many more wars, at least 32 going on somewhere in the world 
at this present time.  

The best the world can offer at this time of year to lighten the load, is the com-
mercial consumer event of Halloween where evil is laughed at, and people 
make spooky fun of the day by dressing up like it.  

But Christians can mark this season by another remembrance, All Saints day, 
when we remember those who have gone before who placed their trust in the 
Lord Jesus. This remembrance though is not a sombre looking back to dead 
people but a celebration of belonging and eternal hope. We do not regard 
those who have gone before as dead and gone but part of the on-going 
‘communion of saints’, alive to God in Jesus. We are todays’ saints if we are 
trusting Jesus and there will be tomorrow’s saints too in the next generations. 
This remembering encourages us to remain faithful and eternally hopeful be-
cause our lives are more than now. Jesus told us that ‘there would be wars and 
rumours of war as nations rise against nations and kingdoms against kingdoms. 
But we are not to be alarmed or fearful , because we know the hope of the 
coming of God’s eternal kingdom of perfect peace. (Matthew 24:6,7).   

Christ the King Sunday, marks the final remembrance of November, asking us 
to remember that though governments come and go, we can celebrate that 
Jesus Christ is the King over all the world, and will win the final victory over all 
that mars our world.  

Does that mean then though that we should live our lives with a blase attitude  
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Cont…. 

about the here and now, not caring about those who suffer in one way or an-
other. and not bothering to work towards establishing a better world now? No, 
of course not. We are to do what we can to alleviate suffering, take responsi-
bility to care for our world, and demonstrate attitudes that help bring about 
peace in our own settings. As well as practical actions that create care for our 
environment, we need to become aware when we get caught up in warlike 
battles with one another, wanting our own way, seeking power and control 
over each other in some way, refusing to forgive, and instead harbouring seeds 
of revenge and hatred towards someone who has hurt us. But we are not to be 
so wound up about trying to save everything now that we forget we are mov-
ing towards the promised land -the eternal kingdom where Christ will welcome 
those who let him save them and establish his reign of world peace. 

This Sunday we quickly looked at the way Moses sought God and prayed for 
his people when they had been at their worst. (Exodus 33). We are to be those 
who similarly seek God’s presence and ways and glory, praying for this genera-
tion and the next, remembering God is King and Lord and the only Saviour. 
Let’s ask him to help us fix our eyes on the hope and wonder of his eternal love 
and show us how to bring this eternal hope and life to those around us as we 
move towards Christmas.  

Rev Jackie Sams 

HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

Our kids Sunday Club is lacking a helper. This is just 

for the 4th Sunday of the month, where Anna has 

gone off to uni, so Emma has lost her helper. Please 

could anyone interested please speak to me. 

Also our Saturday Cafe is looking for people to go on a rota - again for a 

once a month slot. Could anyone interested speak to myself or Denise. 

Rev Belinda 
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KIDS’ CLUB IN NOVEMBER 

SUNDAY 12th NOVEMBER 

is REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

so we will all meet in the hall at 11am 

and after the Act of Remembrance we 

will move into the church.  There will be 

activities  at the back of church for the 

youngsters. 

SUNDAY 26th NOVEMBER  

KIDS’ CLUB will meet in the hall as usual 

at 11am 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 

CHURCH BACK GARDEN TIDY 

If you have a few minutes spare,  could you please pull 

a few weeds out to try to help keep this area a bit tidi-

er?  Thank you Rev Belinda 
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Dates for your diary: 

5 November— Fun Day raising funds for Tourette's Action and St Stephen’s  
    (see later for more details) 

(we still need additional volunteers fro this event; if you can help, please speak 
to Annie from Jesters) 

10 December—Community Carol Singing, meeting at St Margaret’s at 5 pm 

23 December—Community Carol Singing, meeting at St Stephen’s at 4 pm 

Full details of Christmas Services will be available shortly 

Any questions, please speak to Rev Belinda, Rev Dan or Andrew in the office. 

RIDE & STRIDE 

11th September 2023 

 

Thank you very much to all who sponsored me for this 

event again this year.  Together, with a cycling club 

friend, I visited 32 churches. Your donations amounted to £145.90. 

 

Ride and Stride is a charity event organised by the Friends of Essex Churches 

Trust, who keep 50% of the money and 50% comes back to St Stephen’s.   

 

Thank you once again. 

 

Mal 

It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to 
contribute to future Newsletters please contact me at: 
office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . Andrew Topple 
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"Colchester Keyboard Concerts" 

At St Margaret’s Church Hall on the se-

cond Sunday at 2.30pm. We have three 

concerts left and would love to see more 

people come along, could that be you? 

   12th November is Elizabeth Harrison 

   17th December we have Chris and Joanne Powell to round our concerts off. 

Concerts are £10 for a two hour concert by professional musicians, including 

refreshments. 

Hold the date for Carol Singing!  
All are welcome to join 
our annual carol sing-
ing adventure to our 
local streets, raising 
money for Beacon 
House who work with 
homeless people in 
Colchester.  We will 
meet at St. Stephen’s 
at 4pm on Saturday 23rd December.  We anticipate ending 
up at the Odd One Out pub for soup and rolls and more 
singing with the regulars!  Please join us! 
If you have any questions please speak to Michael Wat-
kins or Andrew Topple in the office 
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in 
the following roads across out two 
parishes: 

Week 1. From 30 October; Cannon 
Street, Rebow Street, Victoria 
Place, Launceston Close and Canberra Close. 

Week 2.  From 6 November; Winsley Road, Beehive Court, Worsnop 
House, New Town Road, Littlefield Road, Elmwood Ave and Lordswood 
Road . 

Week 3. From 13 November;  Belmont Place, Scarlets Road, Recreation 
Road, Parkland Court, Smith’s Field, Hitherwood Road, Breachfield Road 
and Eight Acre Lane  

Week 4. From 20 November; Brookside Close, Bourn Road, Dudley 
Close, Bourn Court, Rose Allen Avenue, John Hammond Close and John 
Mace Road  

Week 5. From 27 November; Gladstone Road. Granville Road. Mytle 
Grove, Berechurch Hall Road, Lethe Grove and Friday Wood Green 

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND 

AROUND THE LOCAL AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts 

of information about what is going and 

as well as the “Events” page on our web 

site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
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Parish Giving 

Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit do-

nation with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, 

enriching the life of our church in our community. 

Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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To book your ticket click here or on the link below: 

https://stagestubs.com/tourettes-action-colchester/fundraising-day-st-stephens 

https://stagestubs.com/tourettes-action-colchester/fundraising-day-st-stephens
https://stagestubs.com/tourettes-action-colchester/fundraising-day-st-stephens


15 



16 

CYO are hiring! 
CYO are seeking a Ministry Support Worker to join the staff team. The Ministry 
Support Worker is integral to the vision and strategy of CYO, playing a hugely 
important part in enabling staff and volunteers to fulfil their roles effectively and 
efficiently.   

Part-time - 7 hours per week, flexible working on agreement 

Pay - £11.59 per hour 

Key responsibilities - managing financial transactions, payroll, supporter en-
gagement, organisational administration 

Closing Date - 3 November 

For further information click here. 

Bridgeway Mission 

An update and request for volunteers 

In Spring we were offered a one year lease on a 

shop in Long Wyre Street and we now use this as 

a hub for the activities we are able to provide with funding from some generous do-

nors. We continue to run a food pantry as well as the shop from the premises in Priory 

Walk. 

I'm writing to you because Bridgeway is looking for a few volunteers and I hope that 

you may be able to spread the word about this in your church. We want to offer more 

opportunity to the refugees and asylum seekers to hear, speak and practise English 

language very informally.  You probably know that in Middle Eastern culture men and 

women do not often mix outside their families, and we respect this practice as Bridge-

way helps these refugees to integrate.  

On Mondays, 10.30 to 12.30, some of the women come to a Stitch and Natter activity. 

This offers both sewing (using sewing machines bought with funding) and knitting. Ide-

ally we would like a couple of English women to be there at each session. 

On Tuesdays between 11.30 and 2,30 the asylum seekers (all single men) meet at the 

Hub to socialise, take part in activities, and to eat, and we need male volunteers to chat 

during some of the time. 

For further information and / or to offer help please can speak with Souzan or Sue: 

Souzan:  07787 925227  or  Sue:  01206 212100, or 07504 156157 

https://cyocolchester.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d9ae10ab8d85216491409bef1&id=a82b6dae0d&e=33fbaeceae
https://www.cyocolchester.org.uk/about-us/vacancies/
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on Thursday evenings during time 

6:30—8:00 pm for ages 10—13 

8:00—9:00 pm for ages 13—17 

Simply come along and have a great time 

For further information or if you would like to volunteer to 

help email or message Ben at 

ben.gibbons@ymcaessex.org.uk or 07940 543296 

Over 60’s Lunch Club at St Stephen’s on 

13 November 2023 

from midday for 12:30 lunch 
If you are interested in coming along please give Jill a ring on 01206 572 
605.  Booking is essential for catering purposes. 
Two courses will be served with tea or coffee to 
follow for a charge of £5. 

Dietary needs can be catered for if known in ad-
vance. 

Many thanks from The Lunch Club Team  
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Silver Threads at St Margaret’s  

A warm welcome awaits you on 

Wednesday  afternoon  

Tea and company -  1st Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Knit and Natter -  2nd Wednesday of month 

1.30 to 3.30pm  

Fun and Games - 3rd Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Food for Thought - 4th Wednesday of the month 

12.30pm -1.45pm 

booking essential for catering reasons – to book call 07745 160 621 

Tea and Chat - 5th Wednesday (when there is one) 1.30-3 pm  

Transport to St Stephen’s Church 

If you’d like to come to Church, but you  are strug-
gling and a lift would help, please speak to Belinda 
and she will see if she can start up a lift rota. 

If you could help with proving lifts to people, please 
also speak to Belinda. 
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Contact Information 
St Stephen’s Church Centre, Canterbury Road, Colchester CO2 7RY 

 

Curates: Rev Dan Cant & Rev Belinda Kerins 

Community Worker : Louise Brown 

Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Mobile: 07598 251 180  

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 3 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 3 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 
Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 

Church Wardens: John Clifton and Martin Kerins 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests (Prayer Tree) contact Andrew in the office or one of 

the Curates 

 

The December newsletter should be available by Sunday 26 November  Please 

send any items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday  20 November to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

