
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for November 2024 

be, belong, encounter, grow 

Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 
(these may vary from time to time) 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 
together with our Wednesday morning Holy Communion or 

Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

Every Sundays 9:30—10:00 am in the Chapel (before Sunday Service) a 
time of silent Christian meditation.  Please can an effort be made to be 
quiet if arriving at Church before 10:00 to avoid disturbing the medita-
tion in the Chapel. 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month,  on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, including Holy Com-
munion and Kids Club.  The third Sunday we have Café Church in the 
morning  including breakfast.   

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 
and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st Sunday of the month is All Aged Worship, 2nd and 4th Holy Com-
munion and Morning Prayer on the 3rd. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either St 
Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

Three Together; St Stephen’s, Wimpole Road and 

St Margaret’s Worship & Meetings 

Weekly Sunday Evening  On Line Worship on Facebook 
at 6:30 pm. This will stream into our Facebook pages. You 
are able to join us live at the time or take part at an alter-
native time that better suits you. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 
Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact  
Andrew Topple for further information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09


3 

Clergy Reflection  
 

"Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
Matthew 28:20 

 
I apologise in advance for this reflection.  I know I have jumped the start line with this, 
but I couldn’t help myself in writing a sharing my recent reflection with you.  Besides I 
won’t get another opportunity to write this before Advent and Christmas. 
 
Recently, I have been rewatching the Lord of the Rings movies.  They are a rich source 
of J.R. Tolkien’s Christian wisdom.  The time spent watching these movies has become 
somewhat of a pilgrimage, a time of reflection and prayer after every period of watch-
ing.  This week as I reflected, it struck me that for many we have how entered the plan-
ning period for Christmas!  As the shelves in the shops fill with freaky merchandise for 
Halloween, fireworks for Guy Fawkes Night and everything sparkly for Christmas the 
countdown to Christmas begins. My reflection, rather than planning, turned to the 
discipleship of an unlikely bunch of lads. I began to think about embracing discipleship 
in a modern Middle-Earth. 
 
As Christians or those questioning, we are all fellow travellers on this earthly pilgrim-
age from birth to death!  As the gentle chill of autumn whispers the pending arrival of 
winter and Christmas in 60 days at the time of writing, we find ourselves with the per-
fect opportunity to reflect upon our journey as disciples of the greatest story ever 
told—the Gospel.  Much like Frodo and Sam embarking on their epic quest in J.R. Tol-
kien’s "Lord of the Rings," we, too, find parallel inspiration in the path of discipleship. 
 
The Fellowship of Believers 
 
In our lives, much like in Middle-earth, the journey of faith is best undertaken in the 
company of others.  Christianity teaches us that discipleship is not a solitary path. He-
brews 10:24-25 encourages us to "consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together."  Just as the Fellowship set out to 
destroy the One Ring, rallying support and friendship, we too must rely on our commu-
nity—the Fellowship of Believers—to strengthen our path toward spiritual growth. 
 
Humour, as Tolkien so deftly demonstrates through characters like Merry and Pippin, 
plays an essential role in our journey. Their light-heartedness amidst daunting challeng-
es reminds us of Proverbs 17:22: "A cheerful heart is good medicine."  As you prepare 
for the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, remember to introduce moments of 
laughter into your day.  Tell a silly joke at the dinner table, share a funny story with a 
friend, and let joy infuse your countdown to Christmas. 
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The Call to Discipleship 
 
The journey of discipleship is akin to the quest to Mount Doom—both daunting and 
transformative.  Jesus's call to His first disciples in Matthew 4:19, "Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men," invites us to a life of purpose and service.  Frodo didn’t 
choose the task of ring-bearer lightly, nor should we take our call to discipleship casual-
ly.  It's a daunting task yet filled with opportunities for growth and fulfilment. 
 
Countdown to Christmas: Preparation and Anticipation 
 
Advent is that magical time when anticipation builds, much like our excitement as we 
turn the pages of a thrilling tale.  As we look forward to unlocking each day on our ad-
vent calendars, (Don’t forget you buy yourself an advent calendar) let’s fill our hearts 
with expectation—not just for holiday gifts and gatherings, but for deepening our rela-
tionship with God and understanding His purpose for us. 
 
Just as Tolkien filled his writings with rich history and intricate details, the Bible is 
packed with stories that shape our faith.  Take this time to delve deeper into Scripture.  
You might consider a daily devotional or a Bible study group to enhance your under-
standing.  Perhaps embark on a spiritual quest of your own, seeking answers to the 
questions the Christmas story stirs within you. 
 
Encouragement Along the Way 
 
Be encouraged, dear friends, that no journey is devoid of challenges.  Frodo faced 
many obstacles and temptations, yet he had Sam by his side—a steadfast companion 
who never gave up hope.  In the same vein, Jesus assures us of His unending compan-
ionship in Matthew 28:20, saying, "Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age." 
 
Unexpected trials may arise as we approach Christmas, but they are an opportunity to 
grow stronger in faith.  Channel your inner Samwise Gamgee, offering support and en-
couragement not only to yourself but to those around you.  As you interact with family, 
friends, or even strangers, be the beacon of hope and love that the Christmas season 
embodies. 
 
A Challenge to Undertake 
 
Here’s a small challenge for you as we prepare to enter this year’s Christmas season: 
undertake one act of unexpected kindness each day, mirroring the acts of service our 
faith calls us to.  Whether it’s a note of thanks, a call to someone long unheard, or 
helping a neighbour, let these acts reflect the spirit of Sam’s loyalty and love. 
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A Word from the Wardens 
 

Hello all, I hope everyone is well. This time of year is so exciting! Autumn 
leaves and fresh winter air! 
 
Anna joining us has been a true blessing. As we now start our services at 
10:15am that extra 45 minutes has brought back more numbers of people 
attending Sunday mornings, they are also more like me more awake. This has 
given us the opportunity to absorb Anna’s teaching and be blessed. 
 
Macie Ovenden 
Church Warden at St Margaret’s 

By taking on this challenge, we emulate the discipleship pathway, serving as ambassa-
dors of Christ’s love in our world.  Remember how every small gesture contributes to a 
greater good, much as each character in "Lord of the Rings" played a crucial role in the 
grand narrative. 
 
Make this this pending Christmas season different, as we journey towards Bethlehem 
in our hearts, we are all given the choice to embrace discipleship with open arms. Let 
the courage of Tolkien’s characters and the wisdom of the Scriptures, emerge each as 
we journey together in Christmas preparation and celebration transforming and inspir-
ing. 
 
Let us be both humorous and heartfelt, adventurous and anchored in faith, as we walk 
together on this illuminated path toward Christmas. Merry journeying, and may you 
find your soul enriched and ready to celebrate the greatest gift of all—Christ in our 
midst. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Revd Dan  

Confirmation Service 

We are delighted that on Thursday 28th November, we will be having a confirmation 

service at St Stephen’s, at 7.30pm, which will be led by Bishop Roger.  

Confirmation is a special church service in which a person confirms the promises that 

were made when they were baptized. If you were baptized at a christening when you 

were a child, your parents and godparents made these promises on your behalf. As a 

young person or adult, you may be ready to affirm these promises for yourself and  
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ALPHA  

Following the success of our last joint AL-

PHA course with Wimpole Road in the sum-

mer, we have plans to run a further course 

for 6 weeks starting on Tuesday 7 January.  

The ALPHA course is an opportunity to ex-

plore the basics of the Christian faith 

through discussion assisted by watching 

short videos.  It is open to all people; re-

gardless of where they might be on their 

faith journey to simply understand more about Christianity and what it might mean to 

us in the world today.  During the course we will be exploring topics such as: 

Is there more to life than this? 

Who is Jesus? 

Why did Jesus die? 

Why and how do I pray? 

How and why should I read the Bible? 

Who is the Holy Spirit and what does the Holy Spirit do? 

If you would be interested in coming along or know anybody who you think would find 
this helpful please speak to Rev Anna (email address revannadavis@gmail.com ) or Rev 
Belinda (email address blin.church@yahoo.com ) at St Stephen’s & St Margaret’s or Rev 
Hannah at Wimpole Road. 

commit your life to following Jesus Christ.  At a confirmation service, you make these 

promises for yourself.  

We already have several people from the last Alpha course who are being confirmed at 

this service, although attending an Alpha course is not essential. If you are interested in 

being confirmed, at this service or possibly in the future, please contact Rev Anna 

revannadavis@gmail.com or Rev Belinda blin.church@yahoo.com who would be very 

happy to talk it through with you. There is still availability for you to join this com-

ing service if wanted. 

A warm invitation is extended to everybody to attend this special service, to support 

and pray for the candidates as they make this declaration of their faith. 

mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:blin.church@yahoo.com
mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:blin.church@yahoo.com
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Welcome to Colchester Episcopal Area Vocations Morning! Join us at St 

Mary's Church for a morning filled with inspiration and guidance on ex-

ploring your calling. This in-person event is a fantastic opportunity to 

connect with like-minded individuals and discover more about how your 

unique gifts and talents can be used in God's service. Whether you are 

considering ordained ministry or simply curious about the many lay vo-

cational paths, this event is for you. Come ready to engage in discus-

sions, workshops, and reflection. We can't wait to see you there. 

 

The morning is open to anyone over the age of 16. 

 

Saturday 23rd November 2024, 9.30am – 2pm. Venue: St Mary's 

Church, New Church Road, West Bergholt, CO6 3JE. 

Coffee will be available from 9.00am ready for a prompt 9.30am start. 

Please bring a packed lunch. 

 

Book your free place through Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/

e/colchester-episcopal-area-vocations-morning-tickets-1036625343307  

Please speak to Rev Anna if you would like to discuss this further or 

would simply like to know more. 

An invitation to explore what 
God has in store for you 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/colchester-episcopal-area-vocations-morning-tickets-1036625343307
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/colchester-episcopal-area-vocations-morning-tickets-1036625343307
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Parish Giving 
Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit donation 

with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, enriching the 

life of our church in our community. 

Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk 

Community Work Update 

Six weeks have flown by so both of the Slow Cooker Clubs have now finished at St Mar-
garet’s and at St Stephen’s.  It has been wonderful to welcome everyone into the 
churches and see them build up relationships with each other and those who attend at 
the churches on the mornings they take place.  

We were incredibly lucky that Kendall Primary School have been growing produce to 
support the slow cooker club at St Stephens, and they brought these items with them 
when visiting for the harvest festival at the church; please see the picture on the front 
page of this edition of the Newsletter.  

We are also really thankful for the support and grant funding we have had to run these 
projects - and I am already looking at calendar dates for running these again in the 
new year! 

The over 60’s lunch club has been full and busy with lots of new members and deli-
cious dinners served. We are currently at capacity for the numbers we can cater for 
too….Hopefully there will be some good news with the new oven soon!  

The new group Neurospicy will be starting on the 5th November - the leaflet is in this 
newsletter and shared online also, so please do share and let people know about this 
group coming up, and your prayers and support would be appreciated for!  

Louise Brown 
Community Worker 

St Leonard at the Hythe 
On the 5th Sunday in the month, we have 
agreed we will hold evening prayer worship 
at St Leonards at the Hythe. 

Further details will follow, but for now 
please mark this in your diary! 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contribute to 
future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . 
Andrew Topple 

For further details please  click here or speak to Annie Porteous-Butler  

(annieporteousbutler@gmail.com)  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_IL49AI6icquDiDN6yzbjV6JhfeThIqZ/view?usp=sharing
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the following roads across our two 
parishes: 

Week 1. From 3 November; Cannon Street, Rebow Street, Victoria 

Place, Launceston Close and Canberra Close. 

Week 2.  From 10 November; Winsley Road, Beehive Court, Worsnop 

House, New Town Road, Littlefield Road, Elmwood Ave and Lordswood 

Road . 

Week 3. From 17 November;  Belmont 

Place, Scarlets Road, Recreation Road, 

Parkland Court, Smith’s Field, Hither-

wood Road, Breachfield Road and Eight 

Acre Lane  

Week 4. From 24 November; Brookside Close, Bourn Road, Dudley 

Close, Bourn Court, Rose Allen Avenue, John Hammond Close and John 

Mace Road  

Week 5. From 1 December; Gladstone Road. Granville Road. Mytle 

Grove, Berechurch Hall Road, Lethe Grove and Friday Wood Green 

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the first ordination 

of women in the Church of England— our Christine was one 

of that 1994 cohort and was delighted to be involved in the 

celebration service in St Paul’s Cathedral a few weeks ago. 
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If, like me you are finding that you can go weeks and weeks without going near a bible 
can I recommend the ‘Everyday Faith’ app which popped up on my FaceBook recent-
ly?  It’s developed by the Church of England and is a 5 minute read / listen which in-
cludes a bible reading, brief commentary, prayer and action point.  Easy to download 
from the App store (easy as in I managed it).  If you don’t ’do’ apps here is a link to use 
online which you might want to explore… 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview 

Hope you find this resource useful for taking your journey of faith into your weekly 
routine. 

Becoming a School Governor 

As I am sure you are aware there are a number of schools across our two parishes all 

of which will have some form of governing body.  

Becoming a school governor can be an excellent way for members of our congregation 

to support the local community. Governors play a crucial role in shaping the future of 

local schools, helping to ensure that they provide the best possible education for all 

children.  We are often contacted from the schools to ask whether we know of anyone 

would be interested from our church community in taking up a governor role when 

there are vacancies.  

It really is a wonderful way to give a little something back and help within the school 

community! No prior experience is needed either.  

Do you think this is something that you could perhaps lend your time too?  

Or do you have some questions about what it means to be a governor?  

Please do have a chat with me if this is something that you are interested in.  

Louise Brown, Community Worker 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND AROUND THE LOCAL 

AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information about 

what is going and as well as the “Events” page on our web site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

Click above to access WePray 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/publications/wepray
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Next sessions on Monday 28 October & 25 November 
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Further details can be found about this group 

by clicking here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkAVQe6N17B_9o8eiXz2xk3O0qGyBLXa/view?usp=sharing
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KIDS’ CLUB 
Join us on 

 10th and 24th NOVEMBER 

when Kids’ Club will meet at 

10.15 am 
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Silver Threads at St Margaret’s  

A warm welcome awaits you on 

Wednesday  afternoon  

Tea and company -  1st Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Knit and Natter -  2nd Wednesday of month 

1.30 to 3.30pm  

Fun and Games - 3rd Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Food for Thought - 4th Wednesday of the month 

12.30pm -1.45pm 

booking essential for catering reasons – to book call 07745 160 621 

Tea and Chat - 5th Wednesday (when there is one) 1.30-3 pm  

HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

Might you be able to help with St Stephen’s 
Kids’ Club on the 4th Sunday of the month? 

If you might be able to help, please speak to 
Belinda or Beryl. 

Thank you. 
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Next Lunch on 
Monday 14 October 2024     
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Contact Information 
 

Priest In Charge: Rev Anna Davis 

Curates: Rev Dan Cant & Rev Belinda Kerins 

Community Worker : Louise Brown 

Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Mobile: 07598 251 180  

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

 

The Church Office is normally open on: 

Tuesday 12 noon - 4 pm  

Wednesday  12 noon - 4 pm  

Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

 
Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Website: www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Facebook: St Stephen’s Church Members -Colchester 
 

Church Wardens: Martin Kerins & Ian Brown 

For Centre bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests contact Rev Anna, one of the Curates or Andrew in 

the office 

 

The December newsletter should be available by Sunday 24 November. Please 

send any items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 18 November to: 

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152252008307828

