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communities for February 2025 

be, belong, encounter, grow 
Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

(these may vary from time to time) 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

together with our Wednesday morning Holy Communion or 
Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 

Every Sundays 9:30—10:00 am in the Chapel (before Sunday Service) a 
time of silent Christian meditation.  Please can an effort be made to be 
quiet if arriving at Church before 10:00 to avoid disturbing the medita-
tion in the Chapel. 

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month,  on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, including Holy Com-
munion and Kids Club.  The third Sunday we have Café Church in the 
morning  including breakfast.   

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st Sunday of the month is All Aged Worship, 2nd and 4th Holy Com-
munion and Morning Prayer on the 3rd. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either St 
Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

Three Together; St Stephen’s, Wimpole Road and 
St Margaret’s Worship & Meetings 

Weekly Sunday Evening  On Line Worship on Facebook 
at 6:30 pm. This will stream into our Facebook pages. You 
are able to join us live at the time or take part at an alter-
native time that better suits you. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting at 10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 

Click here to access Zoom on the internet or Meeting ID: 195 594 506 & 
Passcode: 011904 

You can also access Zoom Meetings via the telephone; please contact  
Andrew Topple for further information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/195594506?pwd=dlNNbTZ3dElzSDYzY3l0WkRHUWpJdz09
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Clergy Reflection 

 

Embracing New Beginnings: A Journey of Faith and Service 

 

Hello everyone, I write to you during a bittersweet period of life.  As you’ll all be aware 
by now, my family and I will be leaving Colchester for the rural village of Bacton in Suf-
folk; where I’ll be taking up my new role of Rector for six wonderful 14th century 
churches.      
 

Transitioning from one church community to another while remaining faithful and obe-
dient to a vocation and sense of calling is both a profound and challenging journey.  
Leanne and I are filled with great excitement, but sadness too, as we prepare to leave 
so many lovely people.  We have always been led by our faith, signs and wonders 
which has been difficult at times to discern, particularly through challenging and disap-
pointing times.  Our journey to first incumbency brings greater responsibility, renewed 
purpose, and a reminder of the deep connections shared within the body of Christ.   
 

It is traditional for clergy moving on to share some words of wisdom and encourage-
ment of their journey.   Therefore, to start with I would say it is essential to draw upon 
scripture for guidance and strength.  Secondly, it is important to encourage others.  
Thirdly, encouraging others to embrace new challenges and joys is equally important.  
And the fourth point of wisdom is to enable each other to boldly continue ministry, 
reaching out into the known and unknown.  I thought I would share with you some 
scriptural verses that has been key in my discerning of my new role.  I also feel these 
verses offer wisdom and encouragement to each of you too. 
 

Trust in God's Plan 

 

As believers, our journey is guided by faith in God’s purpose.   
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”   

Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

In moments of uncertainty and change, this scripture from Proverbs encourages us to 
trust wholly in God’s guidance and wisdom. 
 

For Leanne and I leaving a church family with whom we’ve shared so many memories 
and spiritual milestones feels a little daunting.  Yet, we are reminded of the importance 
to recognise that God’s plan extends beyond our immediate understanding.  Trusting in 
His divine providence has allowed us to embrace new beginnings with confidence and 
hope.  The scripture is also very relevant to St. Stephens and St. Margarets as  
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Clergy Reflection Cont…. 
 

both churches discern ministry, challenges and opportunities for 2025 and beyond.       
 

Encouragement  
 

I wanted to extend an encouragement to both congregations we leave behind, knowing 
that our parting is bittersweet!  The relationships and experiences shared will forever 
shape our ministry and personal lives.  I found St. Paul’s letter dated 63AD, to the 
church in Philippi a source of inspiration as it expresses gratitude and continuous pray-
er for one another, St. Paul writes: 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now…” 

Philippians 1:3-6 

 

For Leanne and I, we wanted to encourage all of you to remain ever faith to the gospel, 
continue to foster your warm welcome to others; particularly while discerning the fu-
ture of St. Stephen’s and St. Margaret’s.  Unity, love, faith and grace must be the guid-
ing factors of both congregations as you grow together.  I encourage you to pray for 
each other too and for Rev’d Anna as she discerns with you and the Holy Spirit future 
ministry. 
 

Embracing the Challenge of a New Beginning 

 

As I transition to a new role, diocese and county I am presented with unique challenges 
and opportunities to share the gospel in fresh and impactful ways.  St. Paul’s letter to 
Timothy has been as source of meditation and has reminded me to rely upon God’s 
provision: 
 

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-

discipline.” 

2 Timothy 1:7 

 

This verse has been a great source of reflection for me as we prepared for interview 
and now prepare to take up the role of Rector.  I share this with you here because it 
reminds us to be embracing of enthusiasm, embracing of a new beginning or new year, 
with the assurance that God equips His servants with the power and capability needed 
for their work.  Through my discernment and preparations, I feel ready for the ministry 
ahead. 
 

As a new rector, I’m looking forward to actively engaging with my new congregations.  I 
am looking forward to understanding and appreciating  
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Clergy Reflection Cont…. 
 

their traditions, challenges, and shared visions for the future.  I encourage you over the 
next year to spent time reflecting upon your identities and what is important to each 
congregation and identify where you share common ground.  Unity is powerful and 
demonstrates acceptance, love and trust.  By allowing the Holy Spirit to shape, empow-
er and release giftings, I believe 2025 will be a period of prosperity for both churches.             
 

Continuing Ministry with Vision and Dedication 

 

Be encouraging of each other particularly as the continuation of ministry is vital for the 
growth and wellbeing of both churches.  St. Paul has lots to say on this, particularly as 
he travelled around so many churches offering encouragement.  St. Paul wrote in the 
Epistle to Hebrews:  
 

“Now may the God of peace… equip you with everything good for doing his will, and 
may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ.” 

Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

As I leave, and Anna, Belinda, Jackie and Christine continue to minister.  It is my hope 
and prayer that 2025 is a year of great opportunity that leads to revitalisation and in-
spiration.  I feel the challenge for each of us this year is to look deeper into God’s word, 
to serve one another, and to reach out to the wider community with the message of 
Christ’s love and salvation.  Continue to explore new initiatives that promote social 
justice, community service, and evangelism as these will ignite a spirit of revival.  This 
certainly has been a passage of scripture that has fed my discerning for 2025, and my 
new ministry.  I hope it is a source that inspires you too.  
 

An Ongoing Journey of Faith 

 

Ultimately, each of us are on an ongoing journey of faith and service. Embrace it with 
an open heart, ready to be moulded and guided by God’s eternal wisdom.  Maintain a 
posture of prayer, it is paramount to discernment and gaining strength to face challeng-
es whilst you seize the opportunities that come your way.  William Temple, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) famously said: 
 

“When we pray, coincidences happen and when we don't pray, nothing much hap-
pens.  This is because our God works in the coincidence!” 

 

William Temple, the Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) 
 

I encourage each of you to reflect upon this truth.  It really is a life-changing prospec-
tive – a Lens to view life! 
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Parish Giving 
Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit donation 

with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, enriching the 
life of our church in our community. 

Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND AROUND THE LOCAL 
AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information about 
what is going and as well as the “Events” page on our web 

site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

Clergy Reflection Cont…. 
 

Therefore, to conclude, I leave you with St. Paul’s words to the church in Romans: 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Romans 15:13 

 

May we all carry this hope and peace, knowing that in every step and every decision, 
God walks alongside each of us, paving the way for fruitfulness and blessing. 
 

Leanne, Aaron, Jacob and I thank each of you for your support and words of encour-
agement over the last four years.  And for many at St. Margarets’ thank you for sharing 
in our journey since in 2010.  Leanne and I were married at St. Margaret’s, Aaron was 
baptised, and the some of the children were all confirmed with you too.  We will miss 
you all very much!   
 

God bless, 
 

Rev’d Dan    

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
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Community Worker Update 

Christmas seems like a bit of a distant memory once we are now back in the 
swing of the new year, new school terms etc. However looking back at Advent 
2024 it was an absolutely wonderful time of opening up our churches and be-
ing out in the community to talk about the time of year.  
We had... 
 Three Saturdays of festive fun at The Hub; with letter writing to Santa and 

getting a reply, special festive hot drinks were added to the menu and a 
breakfast with Santa which saw over 70 children attending and receiving 
gifts that were very kindly donated from Emmaus (we are also really thank-
ful for Santa for fitting us in for a visit!), 

 Kendall C of E School visited for their full school Christmas service which 
was attended by many parents/carers, 

 St Stephen’s welcomed Oaklea Montessori for their Christmas Nativity, 
 A Messy Church afternoon at St Margaret's which saw 22 children sharing 

with fun and craft activities, 
 St Stephen’s hosted the Cub and Scout Christmas family service in early De-

cember. 
 St George’s whole school visited Wimpole Road church for their Christmas 

service,  
 and there was a special “festive” Singing For Fun. 
 Carol singing in the communities around St Margaret's, and around St Ste-

phen’s and Wimpole Road Churches which were well attended and big 
thanks go to the Silver Oyster and the Odd One Out for letting the singers 
stop at / in their pubs to warm up at the end! 

 Wimpole Road had a special service for the Woodlands group and others 
that visit the Warm Space Coffee Morning, 

 The Abbeygate Concert Band held a free concert for the community at St 
Stephen’s, and 

 Cole Endeavour performed at St Margaret’s too.  
 

Our Christmas card was delivered to 5,000 odd houses in our parishes after a 
competition for the card design which was well entered and won by a regular 
from The Hub! 
 

The three toddler groups that run across the churches had parties which were 
well attended too!  A three course Christmas dinner served for the Over 60’s 
Lunch club at St Stephen’s. The Silver Threads team put on a Christmas meal 
for their patrons also.  
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St Leonard at the Hythe 

On the 5th Sunday in the month, we have 
agreed we will hold evening prayer worship 
at St Leonards at the Hythe. 

Further details will follow, but for now 
please mark this in your diary! 

Cont... 
 

St Leonard’s Church was standing room only for carols and the Three Together 
Carol Service was held at Wimpole Road Church saw the church full and was 
accompanied by Boxted Methodist Silver Band for singing carols! Cafe Church 
at St Stephen’s saw a spread of brunch food to share and celebrate together 
all whilst the congregation decorated the Christmas Tree!  
 

Christmas Eve Crib service at Wimpole Road, Midnight Communion at St Ste-
phen’s and a candle lit family service at St Margaret’s on Christmas Eve and 
the Christmas Day service at St Stephen’s was well attended too!  
 

I am sure that there is something I have missed off of this list (...so I am sorry if 
I have missed something you have organised!) I think that we can all agree 
from this list of events which would have been from the start of December to 
the Christmas Day we have seen and spoken to so many people in the local 
areas across the Three Together Churches, welcoming faces whether familiar 
or new into our churches, sharing Gods love and the Christmas story! 
 

These events could not take place without all of the volunteers behind the 
scenes with the planning and on the day helpers too - so thank you to every-
one who helped in any way. We should be proud of the work we have put in 
and knowing sharing into the community!……roll on advent 2025!!  
 

Louise Brown 
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items that they would like to contribute to 
future Newsletters please contact me at: office@ststephens-colcheser.org.uk . 
Andrew Topple 
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the following roads across our parishes: 

Week 1. From 2nd February—Lisle Road, Claudius Road, Campion Road, Bar-
rington Road. Bober Court, Merton Court and Prunus Court. 

Week 2. From 9th February.  Gilberd Road. Sadler Close, Western Road, Beche 
Road, Chestnut Avenue, Hetherington Close and Gosfield Road. 

Week 3. 16th February. Gladstone Road. Granville Road. Mytle Grove, Ade-
laide Drive, Cairns Road and Armidale Walk  

Week 4. From 23rd February. Mo-
rant Road. Harsnet Road, Kimber-
ley Road, Berefield Way, Inworth 
Walk and Queen Elizabeth Way  

Anybody who wants to Prayer 
Walk these roads please do.  

Two day tour of the battlefield of Ypres 29 and 30 March 2025 

An opportunity for St Margaret’s St Stephens and Wimpole Methodist congrega-
tion members to join together for a two day trip around the battlefields of Bel-
gium.  

The itinerary includes a coach trip down to Dover for a ferry crossing. Arriving mid 
afternoon we will visit the second largest  British military cemetery and have a 
tour around including individual stories of those buried there. We move onto a 
Museum involving a number of artefacts and recreated trenches from WW1. 
There will be an opportunity to visit the Menin Gate- the Memorial to the Missing 
in the Ypres Salient and be involved in the Menin Gate ceremony at 8pm. A meal 
at the excellent Captain Cook will follow the ceremony. Our Hotel Regina is in the 
beautiful Main Square of Ypres. 
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After breakfast on Day 2 we visit a German cemetery as a comparison to the nu-
merous British cemeteries in the area. We move on to a preserved battlefield site 
of Hill 60 scene of major fighting throughout the war including gas and under-
ground warfare. We then have the opportunity to visit Toc H famous as a house 
behind the lines run by Chaplains to provide rest and recuperation for weary sol-
diers, It houses an upper room where soldiers took communion and had services 
there. We plan to have our own service there as part of our tour. There will also 
be an opportunity after the service to visit the holding cell and firing post for those 
who were to be shot at dawn. Ironically this was close to Toc H. 

We make our return mid afternoon for Calais for an early evening crossing with 
the intention of arriving back in Colchester at about 9pm on the Sunday evening. 

The cost of this trip is as follows:  
 o £335.00 per person based on a minimum of 30 full paying passengers in twin 
rooms. 
o £355.00 per person based on a minimum of 25 full paying passengers in twin 
rooms. 
o Single room supplement: £40 per person per night, subject to availability. 

Items Included 

o Executive Coach. 
o Return Channel crossings. 
o 1 nights’ bed and breakfast Hotel accommodation. 
o An evening meal on day 1. 
o Visits and any entrance fees to the sites listed on your attached itinerary. 
o The professional services of 1 Anglia Tours Guide. 
o Insurance specifically designed for groups (see paragraph on insurance). 
o 24 hour emergency response cover whilst on tour. 
o A poppy wreath for the group. 
An initial deposit of £70 per paying person to confirm booking. 
o A second deposit of £70 per paying person will be required 8 weeks after book-
ing. 
o Final payment is due 10 weeks before departure, by Friday 17 January, 2025. 

John Raynor 07948156837 and johnraynor860@gmail.com 

mailto:johnraynor860@gmail.com
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ST STEPHEN’S KIDS’ CLUB 

9th and 23rd FEBRUARY  

As usual, we will meet in the hall at 10.15 
Please Join us  

Can we recommend the ‘Everyday Faith’ app which popped up on my FaceBook re-
cently?  It’s developed by the Church of England and is a 5 minute read / listen which 
includes a bible reading, brief commentary, prayer and action point.  Easy to download 
from the App store (easy as in I managed it).  If you don’t ’do’ apps here is a link to use 
online which you might want to explore… 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview 

Hope you find this resource useful for taking your journey of faith into your weekly 
routine. 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
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Next sessions on 24 February 
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Further details can be found about this group 
by clicking here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkAVQe6N17B_9o8eiXz2xk3O0qGyBLXa/view?usp=sharing
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This month this will be on 14 February 
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Silver Threads at St Margaret’s  

A warm welcome awaits you on 

Wednesday  afternoon  
Tea and company -  1st Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Knit and Natter -  2nd Wednesday of month 

1.30 to 3.30pm  

Fun and Games - 3rd Wednesday of the month 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Food for Thought - 4th Wednesday of the month 

12.30pm -1.45pm 

booking essential for catering reasons – to book call 07745 160 621 

Tea and Chat - 5th Wednesday (when there is one) 1.30-3 pm  

HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

Might you be able to help with St Stephen’s 
Kids’ Club on the 4th Sunday of the month? 

If you might be able to help, please speak to 
Belinda or Beryl. 

Thank you. 
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Next Lunch on 

Monday 10 February   
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Contact Information 
Priest In Charge: Rev Anna Davis 

Email: revannadavis@gmail.com 

Curates: Rev Dan Cant & Rev Belinda Kerins 

Community Worker : Louise Brown 

Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Mobile: 07598 251 180  

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

The Church Office is normally open on: 
Tuesday & Wednesday 12 noon - 4 pm & Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk & 
office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk  

Website: ststephens-colchester.org.uk & stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 

Facebook: 

St Stephen’s Church, Colchester & St Margaret’s Church, Colchester 

 

Church Wardens: Martin Kerins & Ian Brown—St Stephen’s 

Macie Ovenden—St Margaret’s 

For hiring / bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests contact Rev Anna, one of the Curates, our 

Community Worker Louise or Andrew in the office 

 

The March newsletter should be available by Sunday 23 February.  Please send 
any items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Monday 17 February to: 
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://stmargaretscolchester.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenscolchester
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562523444344
mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

