
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for 

November 2025 

be, belong, encounter, grow 
Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

(these may vary from time to time) 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

together with our Wednesday morning Holy 

Communion or Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 
Every Sundays 9:00—9:30 am in the Chapel (before Sunday Ser-
vice) a time of silent Christian meditation.  Please can an effort 
be made to be quiet if arriving at Church before 9:30 to avoid 
disturbing the meditation in the Chapel. 
Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month,  on the second 
& fourth Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, in-
cluding Holy Communion and Kids Club.  The third Sunday we 
have Café Church in the morning  including breakfast.   

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st & 3rd Sunday of the month is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday 
is All Aged Worship and Morning Worship on the 4th Sunday. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either 
St Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

 

Weekly Prayer Meetings at 9:00 on Monday & 

10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 

Please email Andrew on 
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk for 

access details for these meetings 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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Clergy Reflection 

As the nights draw in and the garden light fades, November invites us into a 
season of reflection — not only turning inward toward our hearts, but outward 
toward our neighbours, our city, and the purposes God has for us in Colchester. 

Gratitude, growth, and new life 

Over the past weeks our two congregations have had much to celebrate. We 
rejoiced as 13 people were confirmed by Bishop Roger, and 1 renewed baptis-
mal vows, making public their faith and stepping into a new stage of disciple-
ship. What a joy to witness God’s Spirit at work in lives, and to feel again the 
freshness of new beginnings. We also launched new prayer initiatives, creating 
spaces (online and in person) for us to intercede, listen, and share burdens to-
gether. If you would like to receive a link to the Monday morning prayer session 
online at 9am, please contact the office or myself directly. Our Macmillan cof-
fee morning at St Margaret’s brought friends, neighbours and churchgoers to-
gether in warmth and generosity. And our Harvest Festivals reminded us of 
God’s abundance and provision — not just in crops and barns, but in communi-
ty and care. 

These are not isolated events but signs — signs that God is at work in our 
midst, opening doors for deeper devotion, new relationships, and fresh service.  

We have also celebrated with Belinda with the news of her new appointment 
at Laneside St Peter, in the Diocese of Blackburn, starting in January 2026. We 
are delighted that Belinda is following God’s call on her life, and pray for her 
and her family as they prepare to make the move into their next chapter. It is a 
huge step that should not be underestimated, and is testament to Belinda’s 
faithfulness and tenacity, as well as God’s faithfulness and provision. Let us car-
ry forward that momentum into November and beyond. 

Challenge and hope in our city 

At the same time as celebrating, around us we recognise the real challenges 
that Colchester and our wider world are facing. We know that public services 
are under pressure, and these developments are more than technical or  
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Clergy Reflection cont…. 

political; they affect people’s lives, stress resources, and can stir anxiety. In a 
city with opportunity, growth, and tension, the church is called to be a beacon 
of steady hope and compassionate witness. It is especially important at this 
time that we are united in prayer and continue to seek Jesus in all ways. Let us 
be an encouragement to one another, ‘and let us consider how to spur one an-
other on to love and good deeds’ (Hebrews 10:24). 

A new course: “SHAPE” (starting 13 Nov) 

In that spirit, I am excited to announce that on 13th November we will begin a 
new course called SHAPE — a journey of discovering God-given gifts, abilities, 
passions, and how to nurture and deploy them. The course is for everyone 
(whether long-standing or new in faith), because each one of us bears in our 
heart a unique calling. Sometimes that calling lies quiet, waiting for encourage-
ment, space, and permission. 

The course is 5 weeks long, starting on Thursday 13th November, meeting eve-
ry week until 11th December. This course will be held online on this occasion, 
meeting 7pm - 9pm. It is suitable for anyone aged 14 or over. To sign up, please 
click the link below. If you are interested but this current format does not work 
for you, please still complete the form and share that response so that this can 
be considered in future planning. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdoS4jQ1nifRMu9MGc4BrjsmJyRvyJgljWBrDyWdzagZtdMLw/viewform?
usp=header  

SHAPE is about helping us see what God has already placed within us, freeing 
us from comparison or shame, and empowering us to serve in ways that bring 
purpose and joy. As Saint Paul encourages us: each of us has a gift, “one has 
this, another has that” (Romans 12). As a church, when more of us step into 
our God-given shape, we become stronger — more diverse, more resilient, 
more loving. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoS4jQ1nifRMu9MGc4BrjsmJyRvyJgljWBrDyWdzagZtdMLw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoS4jQ1nifRMu9MGc4BrjsmJyRvyJgljWBrDyWdzagZtdMLw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoS4jQ1nifRMu9MGc4BrjsmJyRvyJgljWBrDyWdzagZtdMLw/viewform?usp=header
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Clergy Reflection cont…. 

A word of hope, and invitation 

We live in a time when people ask: Where is meaning? Where is reliable hope? 
In our world of flux and uncertainty, the good news remains: Jesus Christ is our 
anchor, our true home, our firm foundation. Even when systems shift, even 
when our streets and services change, God does not change. He is calling us 
into deeper trust, into community, and into purpose. 

I invite each of you (whether you attend weekly or occasionally) to lean in this 
month — come to the “Shape” course, join our prayer spaces, bring a friend, 
and let God surprise you with what He longs to do through you. Let us be salt 
and light in Colchester — not an isolated enclave, but a connected presence of 
hope, care, and grace. 

May November be a month in which we discover more of who we are in Christ, 
step more fully into our calling, and together shine more brightly for the good 
of our city and the glory of God. 

Much love, 

Anna 

Midweek Prayer at our Churches 

As prayer is crucial in our lives as Christians, both personally on our walk with 
Jesus and for the health of our churches, I would like to invite you to something 
new I have just set up, as well as highlight existing opportunities for regular 
prayer and worship midweek.  

Monday 9am - 9.30am: Zoom Prayer (link below) 

Tuesday 8.30am - 9am: Prayer at St Stephen’s 

Tuesday 10 am: Zoom Prayer Meeting (please email : office@ststephens-

colchester.org.uk  for joining details) 

Wednesday 9.30am - 10.30am: Morning Prayer at St Margaret’s 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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Wednesday 10.30am - 11.30am: Holy Communion or Morning Prayer Service 
at St Stephen’s 

More information: 

From Monday 6th October, I have started a weekly zoom prayer meeting from 
9am - 9.30am, for both St Margaret’s and St Stephen’s to pray together. You are 
most welcome to join, even if you have never done something like this before - 
there will be no pressure to pray out loud! You will find the link below. 

On most Tuesday mornings, an informal time of prayer will happen at St Ste-
phen’s in the worship area from 8.30am - 9am, all are welcome to join followed 
at 10 am by a weekly Zoom prayer meeting. 

On most Wednesday mornings, there is morning prayer that happens at St 
Margaret’s, 9.30am - 10.30am, all are welcome to join. Please contact Vanda 
for more details. 

In addition, there is a midweek communion or morning prayer service that 
happens at St Stephen’s on most Wednesdays, 10.30am - 11.30am. All are wel-
come to join, please contact John Clifton for more details. 

These are opportunities for us to pray together, for and with each other, for our 
communities, churches and those we know in need. We will also pray for pray-
er requests that have been received in the prayer request boxes at both 
churches on the Sunday. 

Where I have specified that prayers happen most mornings, there are inevita-
bly occasions when a leader may not be able to attend. In those instances we 
will endeavour to let regular attendees know, so if you are attending for the 
first time, please feel free to get in touch beforehand to ensure a meeting is 
going ahead on a particular day. 

Please do get in touch if you have any questions. 

Every blessing, 

Rev Anna 
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Anna Davis is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87117555147?
pwd=4AjAWuaEcrP8aWfrv5dy3Vb8NsrpNZ.1 

Meeting ID: 871 1755 5147 

Passcode: 7ns3LS 

Word from the Wardens 

 

This month has been a hive of activity at St. Margaret’s Church.  Building work 
is continuing with the toilet renovation and we have started a real clear out of 
our property.  We have also been working with the probation service with the 
community payback team, who have attended on three dates, to provide la-
bour to help with the clear out.  We have filled four big skips of “stuff” that 
this no longer required.  This has mainly been in the Nissan Hut at the rear of 
the Church.  Built prior to the Church it was a workshop for the community as 
they built the main church.  A fascinating place, albeit a little bit spidery!  Over 
the years this has become a storage space of everything and anything and 
needed a good sort out.  As a congregation it was difficult to provide labour to 
do this.   After risk assessments and site visits we were given 3 days of labour, 
which was amazing.  We hosted these wonderful young men, and they really 
worked hard.  It was a truly amazing opportunity to know them, and work 
alongside them to make a really difference to our church space.  On each day 
we provide food (which they were not used to!) however this gave us a way of 
showing our honest appreciation for their hard work. Some of these lads said 
that they wanted to come back and do more work!  Some showed interest in 
coming to church and some were able to save items that would otherwise be 
skipped.   
 

Other focus on Church life has been thinking about our up-and-coming calen-
dar of events, especially around Christmas.  Thinking how we can demonstrate 
the real meaning of the season by opening our church to the community.  We 
are going to be having carol singing, open church and Christmas concert, as 
well as our normal services.  Please look out for our calendar of events which 
will be out soon.   
 

Julie Reynolds 

Warden, St Margaret’s 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87117555147?pwd=4AjAWuaEcrP8aWfrv5dy3Vb8NsrpNZ.1
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87117555147?pwd=4AjAWuaEcrP8aWfrv5dy3Vb8NsrpNZ.1
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St Stephen’s Youth Club report – April – July 2025 

Highlights from this term: 

# We have 6 fantastic volunteers at St Stephen’s! This is extremely helpful and allows 
more activities to take place and also gives opportunity for more 1-1 conversations and 
support. 

# Young people asked to start a gardening pro-
ject and this has gone really well. This term 
they grew strawberries, tomatoes, cucumber, 
melon, onions, celery and carrots. They learnt 
new skills through this project, found a new 
hobby they enjoy, built stronger friendships 
and felt a strong sense of achievement as they 
saw each plant grow. They enjoyed trying the 
food they grew and shared it with the rest of 
the group. 

We have two young leaders who are supporting in the younger session. They are really 
growing in confidence and they love helping younger attendees. One of them aspires 
to work with children in the future, so this opportunity is helping her gain skills to-
wards this. They both have excellent relationships with youth workers and are keen to 
listen to their advice so they can develop their skills. 

50 years of Christine’s Ministry 

A milestone for Christine who began her minis-
try as an Accredited Lay Minister in 1975 lead-
ing to her ordination as a priest in 1994 as one 
of the first “batch” of women to be ordained 
priests. 
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Most common topics of discussion: 

# Preparing for mock exams & GCSE’s, 
# Changing schools and changing school years, 
# Making new friends / changes in friendships, 
# Hobbies and interests, 
# Mental heath and how to support others, 
# Managing life changes and the different pressures that come with growing up. 

 

Specific support given to young people this term: 

# Education and support around self-harm, including insight on the support that’s 
available, why it may occur, facts and statistics etc, 
# Supported a young person who needed to attend a sexual health clinic,  
# Support around life changes e.g. moving schools, leaving friends behind, making new 
friends. 

 

What does engagement look like here? 

# There is a nurturing, community feel to St Stephen’s youth club. Young people know 
what to expect and there is a great level of mutual respect between young people, 
staff and volunteers, 
# There are safe, secure, positive relationships between young people and adults. 
Young people are open when discussing things and will frequently seek advice from 
adults, 
#There are lots of activities for young people to choose from and everyone is happy to 
choose their favourites, 
# Young people love the regular team challenges and themed sessions that the youth 
workers plan e.g. quiz and nachos night,  
# Young people are encouraged to put their own ideas forwards for youth club activi-
ties. 

 

Next term we are looking forward to our monthly team challenges, including: 

# Donut challenge,  
# What's in the box challenge,  
# Mummy wrap challenge,  
# Christmas Party! 

 Becky Whitaker 

Youth Services Manager 

YMCA Essex 
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Carol singing Saturday 13th  December 2025 from 4.45pm 

 We would love you to join us carol singing on Saturday 13th December at St 
Stephens Church centre from 4.45pm. No experience needed and all ages wel-
come.   

The plan is to walk round the streets of New Town bringing some Christmas 
cheer and singing while collecting money for Beacon House homeless support. 
We are in the process of applying for the correct licence from the council to be 
able to collect money. 

We then will make our way to the Odd One Out beer garden where we have 
been invited us to sing to 
folk at the pub who will 
hopefully join us for 
some carols arriving 
from 7pm. The pub have 
offered the back room to us 
to serve the soup. 

At the pub we will serve 
free soup and roles to 
all carol singers. We then 
normally offer soup to members of the pub for a donation. 

It would be great if as many people could join us to make a joyful noise or help. 
We also hope to have David from Wimpole Road who brings this marvellous 
portable keyboard that accompanies while we travel around. 

Last year we collected over £338 for which was a record and was split between 
Beacon house and Colchester CMA debt charity. 

Please invite all friends to join us, and if you have any lights or lanterns this 
would be great. I hope you can join us we need you. 

Many thanks 

Chris and Debbie Liddamore Mike And Janet Watkins. 
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St Leonard at the Hythe 

On the 5th Sunday in the month, we have agreed we will 
hold evening prayer worship at St Leonards at the Hythe. 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND AROUND THE LOCAL 
AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information about what 
is going and as well as the “Events” page on our web site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

Commissioning Service of our Anna Chaplain, Colchester Methodist Circuit 

Representatives of your church are warmly invited to join us at the Commission-
ing Service of our Anna Chaplain, Mr Jastine Diaz, who was appointed by Col-
chester Methodist Circuit in September 2025. The service will take place on Sun-
day 30th November from 3pm at Castle Methodist Church, Maidenburgh Street, 
Colchester, CO1 1TT. 

An Anna Chaplain’s role is specifically to come alongside older people to offer 
spiritual and emotional support. This may be in a care or community setting, in 
sheltered housing or at home. As you may know, Anna Chaplains are named af-
ter the biblical character, Anna, who is a faithful older widow found in the gospel 
of Luke. All Anna Chaplains are trained and equipped through the Bible Reading 
Fellowship.  

Jastine is working in partnership with our Circuit to support older people living in 
Colchester and its surrounding areas. He will be available after the service to 
chat about his work. If you are not able to come along but would like to get in 
touch with him, please contact him directly at colchestermethod-
ist.ac@gmail.com or on 07836 394364. He’d be delighted to have a conversation 
with you. 

If you have any questions regarding the Commissioning Service itself, then 
please contact me as detailed below. 

With thanks & best wishes, 

Mrs Helen Hunt 

Circuit Administrator, Colchester Methodist Circuit , Mobile: 07796 077736 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have 
stories or items that they would 
like to contribute to future News-
letters please contact me at: 
office@ststephens-

colchester.org.uk . 
Andrew Topple 

PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the following roads across out two parish-
es: 

Week 1. From 2 November; Cannon Street, Rebow Street, Victoria 
Place, Launceston Close and Canberra Close. 

Week 2.  From 9 November; Winsley 
Road, Beehive Court, Worsnop House, 
New Town Road, Littlefield Road, 
Elmwood Ave and Lordswood Road . 

Week 3. From 16 November;  Belmont 
Place, Scarlets Road, Recreation Road, Parkland Court, Smith’s Field, 
Hitherwood Road, Breachfield Road and Eight Acre Lane  

Week 4. From 23 November; Brookside Close, Bourn Road, Dudley 
Close, Bourn Court, Rose Allen Avenue, John Hammond Close and John 
Mace Road  

Week 5. From 30 November; Gladstone Road. Granville Road. Mytle 
Grove, Berechurch Hall Road, Lethe Grove and Friday Wood Green 

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  
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Next Lunch on Monday 10 November 
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Parish Giving 

Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit donation 
with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, enriching the 

life of our church in our community. 
Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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ST STEPHEN’S KIDS’ CLUB 

Meeting in the hall or the back of the Church on 
Sunday 9 & 23 November 

Can we recommend the ‘Everyday Faith’ app which popped up on my FaceBook re-
cently?  It’s developed by the Church of England and is a 5 minute read / listen which 
includes a bible reading, brief commentary, prayer and action point.  Easy to download 
from the App store (easy as in I managed it).  If you don’t ’do’ apps here is a link to use 
online which you might want to explore… 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview 

Hope you find this resource useful for taking your journey of faith into your weekly 
routine. 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
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Further details can be found about this group 
by clicking here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkAVQe6N17B_9o8eiXz2xk3O0qGyBLXa/view?usp=sharing
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Next Meeting Monday 24 November 
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Silver Threads 

at St. Margaret’s 

 
A warm welcome awaits 

you every 

Wednesday afternoon 
 

Come along for refreshments & 

company and a variety of activities 

between 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm 

 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month join 
us for lunch with “Food for Thought” 

12.30pm – 1.45pm 

Booking essential for catering purposes.  
Please book the week before. 
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Contact Information 
Priest In Charge: Rev Anna Davis 

Email: revannadavis@gmail.com 

Curate: Rev Belinda Kerins 

Community Worker : Louise Brown 

Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Mobile: 07598 251 180  

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

The Church Office is normally open on: 
Tuesday 9 am– 2 pm , Wednesday 12 noon - 4 pm & Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk & office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk  

Safeguarding 

If you have a Safeguarding concern please report this to our Safeguarding Offices: 
St Stephen’s—Michael Watkins safeguarding@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

St Margaret’s—Kevin Reynolds safeguarding@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 

or phone 07934 486003  

Website: ststephens-colchester.org.uk & stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 

Facebook: 

St Stephen’s Church, Colchester & St Margaret’s Church, Colchester 

 

Church Wardens: Ian Brown & Sheila Poole—St Stephen’s 

Julie Reynolds—St Margaret’s 

For hiring / bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests contact Rev Anna, one of the Curates, our 

Community Worker Louise or Andrew in the office 

 

The December newsletter should be available by Sunday 30 November.  Please send 
any items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Tuesday 25 November to: 
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://stmargaretscolchester.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenscolchester
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562523444344
mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

