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St Sfephen’s
CHURCH

All the latest news for our
communities for

December 2025

St Margaret’s
A Berechurch
N —

be, belong, encounter, grow

Keep up to date on our websites:

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk
www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk



Regular Weekly Services and Meetings

(these may vary from time to time)

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am
together with our Wednesday morning Holy
Communion or Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am.
Every Sundays 9:00—9:30 am in the Chapel (before Sunday Ser-

vice) a time of silent Christian meditation. Please can an effort

be made to be quiet if arriving at Church before 9:30 to avoid
disturbing the meditation in the Chapel.

Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month, on the second
& fourth Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, in-
cluding Holy Communion and Kids Club. The third Sunday we
have Café Church in the morning including breakfast.

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am
and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am

1st & 3rd Sunday of the month is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday
is All Aged Worship and Morning Worship on the 4th Sunday.

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either
St Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details

Weekly Prayer Meetings at 9:00 on Monday &
10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom
Please email Andrew on
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk for
access details for these meetings Three
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mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

Clergy Reflection

ITCHY FEET |

It is with sadness that | write this my last newsletter article for St. Ste-
phen's and St. Margarets and although this move is exciting for me it is
stepping into the unknown.

I am not leaving because | am unhappy, | like my role at the churches,
and | love all my friends and colleagues there. | have never lived anywhere else - 1am a
Colchestarian through and through. | just know that | am feeling unsettled and it is like
| have what they call 'itchy feet.'

No unhappiness just ITCHY FEET.

Moving onto something new is easier if you are disgruntled or unhappy and somehow
so much harder to take that step of faith when you are leaving something that you
like.

It is possible that | am leaving something good for something | might not like.

I might not like the house, the people, the area, and could get there and wish | was
back in Colchester.

Some days these feelings and worries are the winners of my thoughts, but | have to
bring myself back to the knowledge that God knows much better than |1 do, and I am
assured that | got itchy feet for a good reason.

| wrote in a previous newsletter article about taking a leap of faith and this is definitely
testing me on putting into practise what | wrote in that.

| keep thinking of Esther, (book of Esther in the Old Testament) when Mordecai (her
cousin) wanted her to do the unthinkable and go to the king for a chat. NO ONE went
before the King without being summoned. In reality it was like committing suicide and
was not something that was normally done - not a rational and logical ask, but Morde-
cai was asking the unthinkable knowing that with God on your side all things are possi-
ble.

I love Mordeci's words to Esther = - "who knows - you might have been born for such a
time as this" (paraphrasing).

Fear could have easily stopped Esther, and the future of all God's people could have
been altogether different. God had a plan; He put a young pretty Jewish girl in a place
of favour with the king, to enable the deliverance of the whole Jewish people. | am
sure that she was born for much more than just that moment, but this was definitely
'meant to be.' She was the 'right person in the right place,' as it were.

And her stepping out in faith and trust was the start of a journey of freedom for many
people.




Clergy Reflection cont....

I thought that | was stepping out in faith when | started my training, but this is some-
thing altogether bigger than that, and | am sure that it will not be the last step of faith
that I might be asked to take either. | am trusting that my stepping out in faith this
time will be for the good of God's people - like Esther.

| have received such good training and experience at our two churches; Such good
support and friendship; So many good and happy memories too.

And my poor family get dragged along on my journey too. What | know for sure is that
God cares about my family's happiness as much as mine, and | know that he has the
best in store for us all and in His planning and wisdom he has prepared the way for us
all. That being said - | am so grateful for their commitment to my calling and for their
belief in me.

I am grateful to you all too, for the part that you have played in my life and in my for-
mation, | am the priest that | am today because of all of you.

| am very sad to leave but very excited for the future of me, my family and my itchy
feet.

Rev Belinda x P.s: Have you got itchy feet?

Word from the Wardens

O come all ye faithful,

Much like myself I'm sure a lot of you think that It's the most wonderful time of the
year. And just like Last Christmas, all | want for Christmas is you to take in what a spe-
cial time of year it is. As we prepare for a holly jolly Christmas and deck the halls of our
homes and Churches please just remember to not lose the personal touch, sometimes
it can feel like a Blue Christmas to some people and they may not feel like Rocking
around the Christmas tree. Spare those around you a thought and a prayer and just
makes sure to check in on each other, they might not say it but they will be glad that
you are there for them. Even if you’re not adding anything underneath the tree for eve-
ryone you can add to their festive spirit.

I know we'd all love to wake up to a white Christmas, but enjoy your Wonderful Christ-
mastime | hope Santa and Rudolph the red nosed reindeer visit all upon that Silent
Night. And when that Sleigh ride is finished | hope you have yourself a merry little
Christmas.

From the Wardens.
Feliz Navidad
lan Brown, Church Warden, St Stephens Church
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Carol singing Saturday 13th December 2025 from 4.45pm

We would love you to join us carol singing on Saturday 13th December at St
Stephens Church centre from 4.45pm. No experience needed and all ages wel-

come.

The plan is to walk round the streets of New Town bringing some Christmas
cheer and singing while collecting money for Beacon House homeless support.
We are in the process of applying for the correct licence from the council to be
able to collect money.

We then will make our way to the Odd One Out beer garden where we have
been invited us to sing to
folk at the pub who will
hopefully join us for
some carols arriving
from 7pm. The pub have
offered the back room to
to serve the soup.

At the pub we will serve
free soup and roles to

all carol singers. We then
normally offer soup to members of the pub for a donation.

It would be great if as many people could join us to make a joyful noise or help.
We also hope to have David from Wimpole Road who brings this marvellous
portable keyboard that accompanies while we travel around.

Last year we collected over £338 for which was a record and was split between
Beacon house and Colchester CMA debt charity.

Please invite all friends to join us, and if you have any lights or lanterns this
would be great. | hope you can join us we need you.

Many thanks

Chris and Debbie Liddamore Mike And Janet Watkins.




Appeal for Soup Run Volunteers

You may remember that we put out a request last year for extra volunteers for
the Soup Run, and | am delighted to say that we have welcomed some new
members to the team. However, as a couple of volunteers are no longer able
to help, we once again urgently need male volunteers to join our Soup Run
team.

Our volunteers meet at Eld Lane Baptist Church car park and help to distribute
food and drinks and provide support to some of the most vulnerable people in
our community.

Our Soup Run team is on the rota for the 4th Saturday every other month from
6:45 pm to 7:30 pm, so we cover just six evenings a year. Ideally, we aim to
have at least two male volunteers on the team each time, but at present we do
not have enough regular male volunteers to provide cover in the event of sick-
ness or unforeseen absence.

Unfortunately, if we are unable to find sufficient volunteers, we may have to
consider withdrawing from the Soup Run rota.

Please note, while this appeal is primarily looking for men to join the team, it
would also be good to have more sandwich makers and female volunteers!

If you are interested, willing to help, or would like to find out more, please do
let me know. Even helping once or twice a year would make a big difference.

Thank you for considering this valued and rewarding outreach.

Juliet Balls

Wimpole Road

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH AND AROUND THE LOCAL
AREA

FEIIITIICIEG

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information about .20
what is going and as well as the “Events” page on our web site. i

Please click here to see the Events page



http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/

It’s YOUR Newsletter

Please don’t forget, if you have
stories or items that they would
like to contribute to future News-
letters please contact me at:
office@ststephens-
colchester.org.uk .

Andrew Topple

PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES

Please pray for the people living in the following roads across out two parish-
es:

Week 1. From 7 December - Winsley Road, Beehive Court, Worsnop
House, New Town Road, Littlefield Road, EImwood Ave and Lordswood
Road .

Week 2. From 14 December - Cannon Street, Rebow Street, Victoria
Place, Launceston Close and Canberra Close.

Week 3. From 21 December - Belmont Place, Scarlets Road, Recreation
Road, Parkland Court, Smith’s Field, Hitherwood Road, Breachfield Road
and Eight Acre Lane

Week 4. From 28 December - Brookside Close, Bourn Road, Dudley
Close, Bourn Court, Rose
Allen Avenue, John Ham-
mond Close and John Mace |
Road .

Walk these roads please do.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR




« CHRISTMAS @ *
THE HUB

COME ALONG TO THE HUB FOR THE USVAL FUN
WEEEKLY ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS:
6TH DECEMBER - MAKE TREE DECORATIONS

AND WRITE A LETTER TO FATHER CHRISTMAS

%

PLEASE DO COME ALONG BETWEEN 10 AND 12.PM AND KICK

START THE FESTIVE SEASON WITH US AT ST STEPHEN'S!
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Church \%A"’
St Stephen’'s ;

Church

Lunch served from 12.30pm

— St°sw‘m Second Monday of the month (unless
-’  “T  :3 otherwise stated)
OVER 60’S
.I,'Hl:ﬁfl..?fff. If you would like to come along, please
call Louise on 07598251180

Cost £6 per person

Next Lunch on Monday 8 December

11
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th December.

Saturday 13

Meet at St. Stephvé\\n-.’?(]hur.c.h‘ Centre at 4.45pm
Finishing up at the©dd One Out at
about 7pm for soup

N

e

Raising money for \Beacon House

Parish Giving
Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit donation
with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, enriching the
life of our church in our community.
Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk



http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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Read by Mr Anthony Roberts

With musical accompaniment by Jamie Cunhffe o .
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FESTIVE REFRESHMENTS « FREE PARKING

SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER 2.}25\
6. 30pm (doors 5.oopm) -
St. Stephen’s Church

Canterbury Rd, Colchester CO2 7RY

o
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/
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Order here: www. tlcketsource co.uk/st-stephens- church fundraiser
THIS IS A FUNDRAISER FOR OUR CHURCH ROOF REPAIRS




(\(I\d;l\f\/\ THE CHURCH
faith | U orF encLAND

Can we recommend the ‘Everyday Faith’ app which popped up on my FaceBook re-
cently? It's developed by the Church of England and is a 5 minute read / listen which
includes a bible reading, brief commentary, prayer and action point. Easy to download
from the App store (easy as in | managed it). If you don’t 'do’ apps here is a link to use
online which you might want to explore...

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview

Hope you find this resource useful for taking your journey of faith into your weekly
routine.

ST STEPHEN’S KIDS’ CLUB

Meeting in the hall or the back of the Church on
Sunday 14 December

14



https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
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St. Stephen'’s cafe & community hubbub
Saturdays 10am - 12 noon

Warhammer
club




Present -,

A Golden
Celebration of Carols

2’ e
-.J',r‘ir
re

Mulled Wine and
Christmas Nibbles

CONDUCTED BY MARGARET NOTLEY
ACCOMPANIED BY BARBARA CUTTER

SATURDAY 6th DECEMBER 2025 at 3pm
AT
STSTEPHEN'S CHURCH CENTRE
CANTERBURY ROAD COLCHESTER CO2 7RY
ADULTS £10 SENIORS £8 CHILDREN £4

Free car parking at St George’s School

Ackmorudedgement to JAMES O'NEILL AND EAST OF ENGLAND (O-OPERATIVE SOCFETY

St Leonard at the Hythe

On the 5th Sunday in the month, we have agreed we will
hold evening prayer worship at St Leonards at the Hythe.

16
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L L St Stephen's Church ) f
;; » cantervcury hoad, Colchester LO2 7RV ‘ -‘
* = Invites youtoa 3 ! e
W Free Christmas Concert 788

A With
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) .i’liﬁeygate Concert Ban-
Musical Director

Stephen Watkins

msdhy 17th December 2025 ( ‘
PN ~ P

| Refreshments and Ra

Retiring Collection
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Sunday 30" November 2025

Story, Crafts, children’s activities,

with drink and snack included.
(E2 donation per family requested)

Start at 2.00pm to 4.00pm
in St. Margaret’s Church hall.
Everyone Welcome -

please book your places -
children must be accompanied by an adult.

Contact: Carolyn
Tel: 07748 795926

[7/ \\St Margaret’s
£ Berechurch

18



St S ephen’s

Support and information for the
neurodivergent and their families

Join us for a cuppa and a chat

Tuesday 10am - 12pm (term time)
St Stephen's Church, Canterbury Road, CO2 7RJ

Further details can be found about this group
by clicking here

19


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkAVQe6N17B_9o8eiXz2xk3O0qGyBLXa/view?usp=sharing

?”‘ 3 St Stephen’s s:s ephens
CHURCH

Youth Club

St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury Road,
Colchester CO2 7RY

Thursdays 6.30 - 8pm 8 - 9.15pm
School years 5 -8  School years 8 - 12

term-time only

Meet new people
Learn new skills
Access support & advice

Sports, baking, gardening, music,
quizzes, craft & more!

Here for young people Any questions, please contact:

Here for communities

Here for you becky.whitaker@ymcaessex.org.uk

20
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St Sfephen’s
CHURCH
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N
ST STEPHEN S
BADMINTON CLUB

FOR ADULTS

Last Friday of Every Month
7:30 - 9:30pm

St Stephen's Church Hall,
Canterbury Road,
Colchester, CO2 7RY




St S'[ephen s
CHURCH

citizens Colchester
advice

Free, impartial and confidential advice for all

CONTACT US We can offer help with a wide range of issues including:

e Debtor money advice
& Energy bills, efficiency and budgeting
Online: : . W
Ichesterciti dvi vo Gl o Benefit checks or help to make a claim

www.colchestercitizensadvice.org.u « Family or personal
e Housing

Email: advice@colchestercab.org.uk « Employment
o and more!

Freephone: 0808 278 7853

Come along with your army and
join us for a game’s night - adults
only.

You are welcome to turn up or
getin touch us or the
Warhammer Club leaders for
more information.
8pm, 3rd Friday of the month at
St Stephens Church.

St STephen s
CHURCH
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CHURCH
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¥ Toin us foh.
SINGING FOR
FUN

Come along to St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury Road
for an afternoon of musical singing fun!

Sing along to lots of the old time favourite songs
from stage, screen and everything in between!

4th Monday of the
month

12.30-2pm

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 12.30-1PM.
SINGING FROM IPM -2PM.

~

w7
i

ERN Y, o
Next Meeting Monday 26 January
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St Margaret’s Church

COMMUNITY Care

IN CONJUNCTION WITH COLCHESTER
FOODBANK

All are welcome to our weekly cafe for free
refreshments in the church hall.

We also have various community support groups
providing drop in sessions as well as the food bank
volunteers who are able to issue food parcels for
those in need, whatever the reason.

Come along for a cuppa and a chat!

EVERY FRIDAY g

<27
_p n1m (T p

Colchestery itizens Evrhoy < \
£m i HLzE Colchester £t xchange :
foodbah k gz Wb, i Mid and North

East Essex

)

24



[} ]
']

Yéur chance té get tc#_know-your Local
Community Po?icing’.Team over a coffee./
Ask questiohs,'@voicé;’concerns ~ tell us how

i .

we/can help you.

Location:

LESSEX
& POLICE

Protecting and serving Essex

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999




Gilver Threads
at Gt. Margaret’s

7 \St Margaret’s
7 Berechurch

! LI L] wmeseano

A warm welcome awaits

you every
Wednesday afternoon

Come along for refreshments &
company and a variety of activities
between 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm

On the 4™ Wednesday of each month join
us for lunch with "Food for Thought”
12.30pm - 1.45pm
Booking essential for catering purposes.
Please book the week before.




Rainbow Tots

A warm and friendly group for you and
your little one to meet and make friends in
your local area.

Fun free play

Wednesdays i ith
e e 1.15pm-2.30pm|

(term time) rhyme time to

finish!
St Stephen’s Snacks for the tots £1.50 per child|
Cant:i-}tl)urChRoa . & refreshments for (+o0p
co::fw the adults additional

&
St Sfephen’s

CHURCH CENTRE

27



A Baby & Toddler
W\{Y}( Group

- 3;cggffee morning ¢

\\ !
> ot L
| Y
-— i . [ >
o '

Contact us at: wimpoleroadmc@gmail.com /
Facebook message / 07847 846292

28



wte | [ittle Lambs —

=L x/; Parent/Carer and preschool group
Lambs Monday mornings in term time  9.30 - 22am
£1.50 per family
Playdough Crafts Physical Play

Cmall world -
Cars and garage
Kiechen and food
Animals

Houses and people
Baby toys
10.30 am £nack time
followed by
Carpet time - story and rhymes

Gtarting again
oh Monday 6™ January 2025
gt. Margaret’s Church Contact:
CO2 8RA Carolyn

07748795926

29



Contact Information

Priest In Charge: Rev Anna Davis

Email: revannadavis@gmail.com

Curate: Rev Belinda Kerins

Community Worker : Louise Brown
Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
Mobile: 07598 251 180

Administrator: Andrew Topple
The Church Office is normally open on:
Tuesday 9 am—2 pm , Wednesday 12 noon - 4 pm & Thursday 9 am - 12 noon
Tel: 01206 869091
Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk & office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk

Safeguarding
If you have a Safeguarding concern please report this to our Safeguarding Offices:

St Stephen’s—Michael Watkins safeguarding@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
St Margaret’s—Kevin Reynolds safeguarding@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
or phone 07934 486003

Website: ststephens-colchester.org.uk & stmargaretscolchester.org.uk

Facebook:

St Stephen’s Church, Colchester & St Margaret’s Church, Colchester

Church Wardens: lan Brown & Sheila Poole—St Stephen’s
Julie Reynolds—St Margaret’s

For hiring / bookings contact: Andrew Topple in the Church Office

For urgent prayer requests contact Rev Anna, our
Community Worker Louise or Andrew in the office

The January newsletter should be available by Sunday 28 December. Please send any
items to Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than
Tuesday 16 December to:

office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

30
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