
  

All the latest news for our 

communities for 

May 2026 

be, belong, encounter, grow 
Keep up to date on our websites: 

www.ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

www.stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 
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Regular Weekly Services and Meetings 

(these may vary from time to time) 

St Stephen’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

together with our Wednesday morning Holy 

Communion or Morning Prayer services at 10:30 am. 
Every Sundays 9:00—9:30 am in the Chapel (before Sunday Ser-
vice) a time of silent Christian meditation.  Please can an effort 
be made to be quiet if arriving at Church before 9:30 to avoid 
disturbing the meditation in the Chapel. 
Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month,  on the second 
& fourth Sunday of the month we have Morning Worship, in-
cluding Holy Communion and Kids Club.  The third Sunday we 
have Café Church in the morning  including breakfast.   

St Margaret’s—Sunday mornings at 10:15 am 

and Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

1st & 3rd Sunday of the month is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday 
is All Aged Worship and Morning Worship on the 4th Sunday. 

5th Sunday of the month (if there is one) joint worship at either 
St Stephen’s or St Margaret’s—see notices for further details 

 

Weekly Prayer Meetings at 9:00 on Monday & 

10:00 on Tuesday via Zoom 

Please email Andrew on 
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk for 

access details for these meetings 

mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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St Leonard at the Hythe 

On the 5th Sunday in the month, we have agreed we will 
hold evening prayer worship at St Leonards at the Hythe. 

Word from the Wardens 

 

A few things I have learned over the past year since being becoming a Church-
warden, new to the role: 
 Setting up the laptop and screens doesn’t have to be a daunting experi-

ence 

 There are no flowing capes involved when the Area Dean comes to 
speak to the wardens at the annual ‘Visitation’  

 It is great to have Revd Anna back at the helms of St Margaret’s and St 
Stephen’s 

 It’s best to keep calm when last-minute changes to the rotas are re-
quired 

 Ash, for the Ash Wednesday service, can be sourced online, should the 
need arise 

 Don’t be surprised if multiple kitchen appliances conk out in the space of 
a month 

 Our administrator, Andrew, is a wealth of information - incredibly help-
ful and supportive regarding getting things done 

 It’s handy being married to the Treasurer as answers to financial queries 
are often required 

 The Baptistry takes four hours to fill and it has been a privilege to be 
part of people’s faith journey in this way 

 The Quinquennial (great word) Inspection involves an architect survey-
ing the church for three hours every five years 

 Martin Kerins has been a hard act to follow- predictably, though - and 
we appreciate his continued help with practical matters 

 Ian Brown is a very supportive warden to work alongside, particularly 
with his ‘can do’ attitude. I’m also sure I’ll be picking up more about the 
intricacies of Warhammer over time 

 Oh, and there’s a Terrier in the vestry… 

 

Sheila Poole 

Churchwarden, St Stephen’s 
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S GOING ON AT CHURCH 
AND AROUND THE LOCAL AREA 

Watch our Facebook pages for all sorts of information 
about what is going and as well as the “Events” page on 

our web site. 

Please click here to see the Events page 

Parish Giving 

Whether by phone, by post or online, you can set up a Direct Debit donation 
with PGS that will help our parish fund the mission and ministry, enriching the 

life of our church in our community. 
Begin your giving journey in just a few clicks at www.parishgiving.org.uk 

Then and then now 

There was a time when there were lots of Youth Clubs up and down the country—
many run by local or county councils and perhaps even more run by local churches. 

My parents met each other at my father’s church youth club back in the 30’s.  I used to 
help run a Youth Club whilst still a schoolgirl back in the 50’s.  Sadly the number of 
youth clubs has diminished— both council and church run ones (the reasons for this 
are varied  and complex—but that’s another story!). 

I sad “sadly” because you have only to read the regular reports about the St Stephen’s 
Youth Club & Holiday Club to see how much our youngsters are gaining from their 
membership and attendance. 

Our two youth groups are run by the YMCA (who have had years of experience of en-
gaging with young people).  They are supported by volunteers from the church. 

We have only to read the excellent regular reports we receive in the Parish Magazine 
and the APCM Report to see the many benefits these youngsters enjoy. 

So thank you YMCA for all the expertise you put into your leadership of these two 
groups.  And thank you for you comprehensive and professional reports and thank you 
to our Church volunteers. 

May God Bless you all, (Rev’d) Christine Shillaker 

http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk/special/
http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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PRAYER FOR ACROSS OUR COMMUNITIES 

Please pray for the people living in the following roads 
across out two parishes: 

Week 1. From 43May  Winsley Road,  Beehive Court, 
Worsnip House, Moy Road and Stansted Road. 
Week 2.  From 10 May Cannon Street, Rebow Street, Victoria Place, Prince 
Philip Road and Prince Charles Road 

Week 3. From 17 May Belmont Place, Scarlett’s Road, Recreation Road, Hoop-
er Avenue and Fowler Road. 
Week 4. From 24 May Brookside Close, Bourne Road, Dudley Close, Bourne 
Court, Perth Close and Rockhampton Walk  
Week 5 From 31 May Barrack Street, Provence Place, Challenge Way and 
Colne Point, Homefield Road, Homefield Road, Baronswood Way, Oakapple 
Close, Baronswood Way and Oakapple Close 

Anybody who wants to Prayer Walk these roads please do.  

New Town Open Gardens 

Once again we will be organising this event 
supported by our friends at Wimpole Road 
Methodist Church on Sunday 5 July. 

As last year we will be encouraging people 
to also open up their gardens for craft and 
information stalls and as appropriate offer 
them space at our Churches.  We also plan 
to have entertainment at both Churches. 

If you are able to help at either Church on 
the day with refreshments and stewarding, please speak to Louise or 
Andrew or email; 
ntog2026@ststephens-colchester.org.uk  Thanks 

mailto:ntog2026@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
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Camping at Thorrington Friday 12th June to Sunday 14th June 2026 

We have booked a return to Thorrington 
for a camping extravaganza. I think this is 
our eleventh year of going. However, if you 
have not been we would love you to join us 
for all or part of our weekend away. 

We have the indoor accommodation which 
can sleep 14 people (in bunk beds) and 
then the fallen log campsite which is a 
lovely big open camp site set in the woods. Thorrington is a lovely campsite on the way 
to Brightlingsea, it is the scout campsite, but they allow us to use it as a church group. 
The site is around 20-minute drive from our church. 

The weekend is open to all ages, and some people come for two nights, one night, one 
day or just the Saturday evening. It is flexible it doesn’t matter if you are on our own or 
in a family. Everyone is welcome. 

The rough plan for the weekend is to arrive around 4.30pm on the Friday set up camp-
ing and then have some fish and chips which we normally order and collect to bring to 
the site. Nearer the time we will place an order. 

We then relax around the fire while enjoying a sip of your favourite tipple. If we are 
lucky some people sing and play any instruments they bring. 

The Saturday is relaxed, and we will probably book some of the onsite activities . We 
also set up some sport activities on our site. Some people sit and read; some people go 
for a walk. If we are lucky Chris Poole may arrange a nature walk. For tea we arrange a 
group BBQ and share food which people bring. This is sometimes where people join us 
for the evening. We sometimes then attend the large campfire for a sing song, run by 
the site wardens before returning to our site for a more relaxed fire. People can visit all 
day Saturday without camping if that is better for you. 

On Sunday we may attend the “Scout’s Own” 15 minutes outside act of worship before 
normally breaking camp after lunch. Last year we were blessed with Anna leading our 
own open-air service.  

All the above is very relaxed there is never any pressure to do anything. People dip in 
and out of whatever they fancy. People bring their own food, and we find this works 
well. We have a fully working kitchen in the indoor accommodation. There are showers  
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It’s YOUR Newsletter  
Please don’t forget, if you have stories or items 
that they would like to contribute to future News-
letters please contact me at: office@ststephens-

colchester.org.uk . 
Andrew Topple 

Next Lunch on Monday 11 May 

and toilets on site. We have also booked an extra fridge for this year. 

We are still finalising the prices per person per night but think this will be £8.50 per 
person if you are camping and over 5, under-fives are free. The indoor accommodation 
is likely to be £15.50 per person per night. This indoor accommodation has increased 
quite a lot over the last few years. These prices will hopefully include two activities we 
will book to do on the Saturday.  We really want people to come and have a small fund 
set aside that people can access if you the cost is difficult. 

If you haven’t been before we hope to see you and please 
ask us if you have any questions. Thank you 

Chris and Debbie Liddamore 

07752369612 
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Colchester Keyboard Concerts 

St Margaret’s Church Hall 
Stansted Road, Colchester CO2 8RA 

Sundays at 2:30 pm.  
Entrance fee £10 (all inclusive) 

2026 Concert Programme: 
 

Sunday 10 May — Chris Powell 
Sunday 14 June — Nick Martin 

Sunday 12 July — Michael Wooldridge 

Sunday 9 August — Andy Nix 

Sunday 13 September — David Ingley 

Sunday 11 October — Matthew Bason 

Sunday 8 November — Daniel Watt 

Sunday 20 December — Chris & Jo 
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ST STEPHEN’S KIDS’ CLUB 

Meeting in the hall or the back of the Church on 
Sunday 10 May 

Can we recommend the ‘Everyday Faith’ app which popped up on my FaceBook re-
cently?  It’s developed by the Church of England and is a 5 minute read / listen which 
includes a bible reading, brief commentary, prayer and action point.  Easy to download 
from the App store (easy as in I managed it).  If you don’t ’do’ apps here is a link to use 
online which you might want to explore… 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview 

Hope you find this resource useful for taking your journey of faith into your weekly 
routine. 

https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
https://everydayfaith.churchofengland.org/s/preview
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Further details can be found about this group 
by clicking here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkAVQe6N17B_9o8eiXz2xk3O0qGyBLXa/view?usp=sharing
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Next Meetings Monday 25 May 
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Silver Threads 

at St. Margaret’s 

 
A warm welcome awaits 

you every 

Wednesday afternoon 
 

Come along for refreshments & 

company and a variety of activities 

between 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm 

 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month join 
us for lunch with “Food for Thought” 

12.30pm – 1.45pm 

Booking essential for catering purposes.  
Please book the week before. 
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Contact Information 
Priest In Charge: Rev Anna Davis 

Email: revannadavis@gmail.com 

Community Worker : Louise Brown 

Email: communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

Mobile: 07598 251 180  

Administrator:  Andrew Topple 

The Church Office is normally open on: 
Tuesday 9 am– 2 pm , Wednesday 12 noon - 4 pm & Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Tel: 01206 869091 

Email: office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk & office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk  

Safeguarding 

If you have a Safeguarding concern please report this to our Safeguarding Offices: 
St Stephen’s—Michael Watkins safeguarding@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

St Margaret’s—Kevin Reynolds safeguarding@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 

or phone 07934 486003  

Website: ststephens-colchester.org.uk & stmargaretscolchester.org.uk 

Facebook: 

St Stephen’s Church, Colchester & St Margaret’s Church, Colchester 

 

Church Wardens: Ian Brown & Sheila Poole—St Stephen’s 

Julie Reynolds—St Margaret’s 

For hiring / bookings contact:  Andrew Topple in the Church Office 

For urgent prayer requests contact Rev Anna, our 

Community Worker Louise or Andrew in the office 

 

The June; newsletter should be available by Sunday 31 May  Please send any items to 
Andrew for inclusion as early as possible, and no later than 

Tuesday 26 May to: 
office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk 

mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@stmargaretscolchester.org.uk
http://ststephens-colchester.org.uk
https://stmargaretscolchester.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenscolchester
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562523444344
mailto:revannadavis@gmail.com
mailto:communityworker@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk
mailto:office@ststephens-colchester.org.uk

